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Executive summary

SMALL RUMINANT SECTOR OVERVIEW
The small ruminant population in Western 
Balkan countries has been decreasing for the 
past five years. Albania, as the country with 
the largest small ruminant population in the 
region, has recorded the largest decline, with 
the sheep population going from 1.97 million 
to 1.48 million between 2016 and 2021. Over 
the same period, the sheep population in Serbia 
remained constant, at about 1.7 million. A 
declining trend has also been observed for the 
other Western Balkan countries, although the 
decline is not as pronounced as it is in Albania.

Serbia and Albania are the largest small ruminant 
meat producers in the Western Balkans. 
Although Albania has a larger population of 
small ruminants than Serbia, the la�er produces 
more small ruminant meat than the former. 
Production of small ruminant meat was steadily 
increasing in Albania until 2018, after which 
production plummeted. Other Western Balkan 
countries have also seen a decline in small
ruminant meat production. Serbia is the only 
country that has expanded small ruminant 
meat production (by 44.6 percent) over the past 
15 years.

Albania is undoubtedly the largest small ruminant 
milk producer in the region. However, as with 
the small ruminant population, milk production 
in Albania is showing signs of decline a�er a 
period of constant expansion. A similar declining 
trend is observed in other Western Balkan 
countries. The large gap between Albania and 
other Western Balkan countries, in terms of 
sheep milk produced � despite having a similar 
number of sheep � reflects the fact that the small 
ruminant sector in Albania is more focused on 
milk production than in other countries.

Consumption of mutton and goat meat in 
Albania is the highest in the Western Balkans, 
and among the highest in the world, at around 
8.68 kg/capita for 2020. Other Western Balkan 

countries consume much less � between 0.61 
kg/capita and 3.33 kg/capita annually. How-
ever, survey data with small  ruminant farmers 
shows that the median small  ruminant meat 
consumption in their families for all Western 
Balkan countries is about 20kg per family 
member annually.

Throughout the 2016�2020 period, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina was the largest importer of live 
small ruminants, while Serbia and Montenegro 
were the largest importers of sheep and goat 
meat (fresh, chilled or frozen). ). It appears that 
overall, Western Balkan countries import more 
live small ruminants (USD 7.23 million) annually 
than slaughtered small ruminants (USD 1.22 
million).

The largest exporter of live small ruminants in 
the region is Serbia, with export values increasing 
from USD 6.2 million in 2016 to USD 9.8 million 
in 2020, a growth of 58 percent in five years. 
The largest exporter of sheep and goat meat 
(fresh, chilled or frozen) is North Macedonia, 
which saw values drop from USD 13.82 million 
in 2016 to USD 10.67 million in 2020. Other 
Western Balkan countries have negligible 
exports of small ruminants.

VALUE CHAIN ANALYSIS
There are four main channels for small ruminant 
milk to flow from the primary producer to the 
end consumer, including the informal channel, 
the intermediary channel, coordination level one 
(from farmer to processor � no support from 
processor), and coordination level two (from 
farmer to processor � the processor provides 
support to the farmer). 

Three main channels are observed in the small 
ruminant meat value chain, namely the direct 
channel, local processing channel, and indus-
trial meat processing channel.
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Small ruminant farmers in Albania have the 
least farmland � ownership of land is ten times 
less than for Serbia farmers and 13 times less 
than for Montenegro farmers. Serbia uses 
considerably more farmland for the production 
of feeds compared with other Western Balkan 
countries. Interestingly, even though smal 
ruminant farmers in Albania have much less 
farmland available, they use approximately 
the same surface area for producing feeds as 
farmers in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and much 
more than farmers in Montenegro.

Albania also has the lowest availability of 
pastures and meadows, most of which is rented 
from central or local government. This is unlike 
other countries where renting from private 
owners is more commonplace. Due to climate 
change, the frequency and duration of drought 
have increased; during the summer months 
pastures dry up and there is no feeds, which 
puts pressure on farmers to buy feed, leading 
to an increase in costs. Furthermore, the high 
uncertainty over long term access to pastures, 
meadows and farmland P/M/F makes small
ruminant farmers reluctant to expand their 
herd size. In addition, the lack of long-term 
contracts for pasture use reduces the likeli-
hood of investing in pastures improvement 
because small ruminant farmers do not know 
if they will get access to that pasture next year.
Small ruminant farmers in Albania have the 
lowest level of assets owned. Their access to 
technology such as smartphones and laptops 
is also the lowest of the Western Balkan countries 
included in the study. These are important 
instruments to get access to information.

Small ruminant farmers in Serbia, Montenegro, 
and Bosnia and Herzegovina appear not to be 
focused on small ruminant milk production and 
selling, though they have more cheese 
production equipment and cheese storage than 
their Albania counterparts. On the other hand, 
access to cooling tanks is low for all countries, 
which is particularly important for Albania 
farmers who are engaged in milk selling.

The share of household members involved 
in the small ruminants business is high in all 

Western Balkan countries. The employment of 
external labour is limited. Most of the work is 
therefore carried out by family members.

In terms of overall herd size, Albania has the 
lowest, but this is because small ruminant 
farmers in the other countries keep much more 
lambs than Albanian farmers. This shows 
that in Albania, sheep farmers are more focused 
on milk production and wean or sell the lambs 
early on, whereas sheep farmers in Serbia, Mon-
tenegro, and Bosnia and Herzegovina focus 
more on meat production and keep lambs for a 
longer period.

One of the top three problems identified in the 
study is the limited availability of labour. 
Another key issue impeding small ruminant 
business development there appears to be low 
product prices. Farmers in Serbia, Montenegro, 
and Bosnia and Herzegovina rank meat prices 
as the top problem, while farmers in Albania rank 
both milk and meat prices as problems. Farmers 
in Albania, and Bosnia and Herzegovina, also cite 
the lack of financial resources for investment 
as a problem a�ecting their business.

Selling small ruminants as live animals is the 
common way to sell animals. In Serbia and 
Montenegro, farmers use aba�oirs to sell their 
live animals, more so than in Albania and 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. This indicates that 
food safety is more easily controlled in Serbia 
and Montenegro than in Albania and Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. The trader channel is commonly 
used by all countries, though Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, and Serbia, tend to use it more. 
The traders operate as supply consolidators, 
meaning they buy small ruminants in small 
numbers from many farmers and then sell to 
aba�oirs or the meat industry. Small ruminant 
farmers in Bosnia and Herzegovina use direct 
selling of live small ruminants to end consumers 
to a large extent, with Albanian farmers doing 
so to a lesser extent, with Serbia and Montenegro 
farmers doing so much less.

With the exception of Albania, the share of 
small ruminant farmers selling milk in the 
other countries is limited, which suggests that 
in Montenegro, Serbia, and Bosnia and 
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Herzegovina, the small ruminant milk value 
chain is not developed. Most milk quantities 
in Montenegro and Bosnia and Herzegovina 
are sold directly to end consumers. Normally, 
selling directly to consumers pays o� because 
there is no intermediary involved, but food 
safety issues and control of this informal market 
are very poor. Milk collection and transport is 
one of the weakest points in the value chain. 
The collection of raw milk is organized mostly 
by milk processors and private milk collectors.

Small ruminant farmers tend not to have any 
milk cooling equipment; hence, collections are 
made at least once a day and sometimes even 
twice a day, which has considerable impact on 
e�iciency and costs. In general, milk from various 
farms is frequently mixed and transported in 
the same load, even though the milk might be 
of di�erent quality. Inadequate cleaning and 
disinfection of milk containers is common.

In all Western Balkan countries, sheep and goat 
milk is almost exclusively processed for cheese. 
Milk delivered to processors is processed in a 
di�erent way based on tradition, experience, 
and knowledge. Small ruminant milk supply by 
farmers represents the main problem for the milk 
processing industry. Apart from milk processors 
that produce cheese, small ruminant farmers 
process their milk as cheese. In Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Serbia, and Montenegro, the 
share of farmers producing cheese is high, while 
in Albania, small ruminant farmers producing 
cheese are far fewer. It can be argued that the 
higher the share of farmers producing cheese, 
the less developed is the processing value chain 
level.

One of the reasons that small ruminant 
farmers process milk to produce cheese is that 
the prices o�ered to them from processors are 
very low. Thus, they engage in processing 
activities to add more value to their production, 
and also to increase product shelf life. However, 
the production of cheese at the farm gate is 
much more di�icult and costly for any national 
food authority to monitor and control, which has 
large implications for food safety.

The small ruminant wool value chain is not 

developed in any of the Western Balkan coun-
tries. Farmers o�en either throw away or burn 
small ruminant wool, which are environmental 
polluters that require sustainable interventions 
in order to address the problem.

VALUE CHAIN ORGANIZATION AND 
GOVERNANCE
The majority of farmers in Albania and Monte-
negro sell most of their milk to one or two main 
buyers, whereas in Serbia, only 50 percent of 
farmers sell to one or two buyers. In general, 
no prior agreements (contracts) between farmers 
and milk buyers are in place, which adds uncer-
tainty and impedes the prospects for investment. 
When there is no agreement in place, it is di�icult 
to create price incentives for higher quality of 
milk, or to control, or sanction, the party that 
is deviating from the agreement, which might 
result in losses for either party.

The number of dairies operating within a one 
hour drive of farms is critical in Montenegro 
and Bosnia and Herzegovina, and farmers do 
not have any alternative for where to sell their 
milk. About 50 percent of Albanian and Serbian 
farmers have limited options for where to sell 
their milk. This could also be one of the reasons 
farmers process cheese themselves.

Services o�ered by buyers to farmers provide 
an important support to farmers to improve 
milk quality and safety standards and further 
develop their business. However, services 
offered to small ruminant farmers in Serbia, 
Montenegro, and Bosnia and Herzegovina are 
non existent. In Albania, about one third of 
farmers selling milk claim to receive services 
from the buyer, such as herd health management, 
breed management, and animal feeding. This 
is another indication that the small ruminant 
milk value chain in Albania is more advanced 
than in the other Western Balkan countries.

In Albania, in over 90 percent of cases, milk is 
collected by the buyer, while in Montenegro, in 
66.7 percent of cases it is the farmer who delivers 
to the buyer. In Serbia and Montenegro, about 
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one third of farmers deliver to the buyer. This 
places higher costs pressure on farmers. More-
over, transportation of the milk by the farmer, 
under inadequate conditions, does not ensure 
milk quality and safety standards. It should be 
noted that milk price di�erentiation according to 
quality (fat and dry ma�er content, etc.) is not 
a common practice in Western Balkan countries.

Unlike the milk value chain, farmers tend to sell 
small ruminants to many buyers rather than 
to one or two buyers. Only Montenegro farmers 
di�er � 83 percent of them sell most small 
ruminants to one or two buyers. This could be 
related to the market channel used by farmers, 
where around 70 percent of Montenegro farmers 
claim to sell their small ruminants to aba�oirs. 
Consequently, it can be deduced that Monte-
negro farmers have a more stable relationship 
with meat buyers than their counterparts in 
other Western Balkan countries.

As with the milk value chain, no prior agreements 
are observed between farmers and buyers. Even 
when prior agreements are in place, they tend 
to be informal. Furthermore, services o�ered by 
buyers to farmers are scarce, particularly in 
Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Serbia, 
while in Albania, about 25 percent of farmers claim 
to receive some services from their meat buyers.

Regarding buyer influence on small ruminant 
meat (or live animal) prices, Serbian and 
Montenegrin farmers appear to be in a more 
di�icult position than those in Albania and 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. Hence, about 92.7 
percent of the respondents in Serbia and 58.7 
percent in Montenegro point out that meat 
buyers have a large influence in se�ing the 
price of meat.

In Albania, Serbia, and Montenegro, more than 
80 percent of small ruminant farmers sell small 
ruminants as live animals, while more than 
50 percent of small ruminant farmers in Bos-
nia and Herzegovina sell slaughtered animals 
and, what is more critical, 45 percent of them 
state that they slaughter on their farms, which 
is usually outside the monitoring and control of 
the national food authority. This poses significant 
food safety risks for the small ruminant meat 

value chain in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

More than 90 percent of Montenegro�s small
ruminant farmers carry out one to three trans-
actions to sell their small ruminants. They also 
have the highest transaction size compared with 
the other countries, with an average of 74.47 
small ruminants sold per transaction. On the other 
hand, the majority of Bosnia and Herzegovina�s 
small ruminant farmers have the highest 
number of transactions, with ten or more 
transactions annually and an average of nine 
small ruminants sold per transaction. In this 
context, Bosnia and Herzegovina�s small
ruminant value chain appears to have the 
highest transaction cost, while Montenegro 
has the lowest. Albania and Serbia fall some-
where in between these two.

The main parturition (lambing) months for 
Western Balkan countries are January and 
February, with small di�erences from country 
to country � for Montenegro, March is an 
important parturition month, while for Albania, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Serbia, December 
is a key month. 

Small ruminant farmers in Albania appear to 
have the lowest level of cooperation compared 
to their counterparts in other Western Balkan 
countries, where most cooperation is on an 
informal basis. Farmers mainly cooperate with 
respect to labour exchange and machinery 
exchange. In Albania, however, only about 25 
percent of farmers cooperate over such activities, 
and the activity they mainly cooperate on is 
joint input supply.

FARM MANAGEMENT PRACTICES
In Albania, only 5.5 percent of the surveyed 
farmers used milk testing services during 2020, 
while in Bosnia and Herzegovina 16.7 percent 
did so. In  2021, 19.9 percent of the farmers in 
Serbia and 42.1 percent of farmers in Montenegro 
carried out milk testing. On the other hand, 
buyers in Bosnia and Herzegovina do not perform 
analyses of milk safety in more than 75 percent 
of the cases. In Albania, Serbia, and Montenegro, 
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the figures are 31 percent, 35.3 percent, and 
40 percent respectively. 

In all of the countries included in the study, 
most small ruminants are milked by hand. 
Moreover, more than 40 percent of farmers in 
Serbia and Montenegro mix morning and a�ernoon 
milk, a practice that is less used in Albania, and 
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

A large share (more than 90 percent) of small
ruminant farmers in Serbia and Montenegro 
keep an animal register. In Bosnia and Herze-
govina, only 31.4 percent of farmers say they 
have one, while in Albania 53.5 percent of farmers 
keep an animal registry. Serbian and Montene-
grin farmers appear to be more rigorous, with 
all of them conducting identification and 
registration, whereas in Albania, and Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, around 75 percent of them 
do so. 

The use of advisory services is particularly 
concerning for farmers in Albania, and Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, where the majority of them � 
98 percent in Albania and 90.7 percent in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina � have not used any advisory 
services in the past five years. In Serbia and 
Montenegro, more than 70 percent have used 
advisory services.

It appears that most of the small ruminant 
farmers in the region implement mating 
controls, although Bosnia and Herzegovina 
has the largest share �27.5 percent) that do not. 
Moreover, those that carry out mating control 
keep rams or bucks in their herds.

More than 70 percent of farmers in Albania, 
Serbia, and Montenegro request medical help 
from private veterinarians, but in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina this figure is 42.6 percent. Private 
veterinarians are expensive, and the availability 
of public veterinarians is more limited.

SUPPORT POLICIES
While there are some di�erences in responses, 
direct support measures are cited as the most 
needed type of policy support by small
ruminant farmers in Western Balkan countries. 
In most cases, this is requested in the form of 
direct payments per head (for milking small 
ruminants). Support schemes involving a third 
party (for instance, payment per litre delivered 
to the milk processor or payment for the animal 
feed area) do not entirely benefit the farmer,
because the third party uses its influence to 
extract part of the value (for example, by 
reducing the milk price because the farmer 
is being compensated by the government). In 
addition, direct payments per head appear to 
be the least bureaucratic procedure, and the 
easiest to apply for.
In absolute values for 2017�2019, Montenegro 
and Albania have the lowest budget for agriculture 
support, namely less than EUR 30 million and 
EUR 40 million per annum, respectively. They 
are followed by Kosovo, and Bosnia and Her-
zegovina, with about EUR 70 million and EUR 
80 million, respectively, North Macedonia with 
close to EUR 150 million, Serbia with over EUR 
300 million, and Turkiye with about EUR 2.5 billion 
to EUR 3 billion per annum.

On the other hand, relative data on budgetary 
support per agricultural area and population 
show that di�erences in support per hectare 
between the countries are significant, ranging 
from EUR 32/ha and EUR 39/ha in Albania, 
and Bosnia and Herzegovina, to EUR 150/ha 
in Kosovo. The total support per hectare in the 
Western Balkans and Turkiye is less than half 
the European Union average. However, the 
numbers are comparable to some European 
Union countries � for example, EUR 137/ha in 
Latvia, EUR 175/ha in Lithuania, EUR 214/ha in 
Bulgaria, and EUR 218/ha in Romania. Payments 
per inhabitant vary from EUR 13 in Albania to 
EUR 68 in North Macedonia. Compared with 
the European Union, support per inhabitant 
in Western Balkan countries and Turkiye is 
significantly lower.

XIII
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1. Introduction

1.1 Rationale
Small ruminants play an important role in the 
food and nutritional security of a considerable 
rural population in Western Balkan countries, 
especially for landless or marginal farmers, 
and smallholders. The socioeconomic value 
of small ruminant farming, compared to oth-
er livestock types, is immense for poor farm-
ers. Goats and sheep are also among the main 
meat-producing animals in these countries. 
Small ruminants produce a variety of products 
such as meat, milk, hides and skins, wool, and 
manure, and they are very resilient to extreme 
climatic conditions � they can sustain them-
selves on sparse vegetation. 

Poor rural populations who cannot a�ord to 
keep a cow use goats or sheep as the best 
alternative source of supplementary income 
and milk. Unlike cows, goats can be kept easily. 
This is one reason why poor rural households 
keep few goats. Unlike cows, goats can be kept 
easily. They provide a stable source of income 
and nutrition for the large rural population in 
disadvantaged agricultural areas which su�er 
from low agricultural productivity on account of 
frequent drought, moisture deficit, a poor 
resource base, and low adoption of technologies. 
Therefore, the small ruminant sector assumes 
critical importance in areas that are o�en at 
high altitude, or are wasteland and vulnerable 
zones.

Large parts of the Western Balkans are hilly or 
mountainous. These areas are rich in grass-
lands that are favourable for the development 
of animal husbandry, primarily sheep and goat 
farming. The production of small ruminants is 
particularly important for hilly and mountainous 
areas, since it represents a significant source 
of income for farmers with no alternatives for 
income generation. However, the small ruminant 
sector in Western Balkan countries has been 
experiencing economic and structural di�icul-
ties in recent decades, mainly with respect to 

a decrease in livestock numbers. Compared with 
2015, the small ruminant population in Albania 
has gone from 2.85 million heads to 2.25 
million heads (in 2021�, a decline of 20.9 percent 
(INSTAT, 2022�. In North Macedonia, over the 
same period, the small ruminant population 
decreased by about 14 percent (from 822 000 
to 709 000 heads). The rate of decline is less 
for Serbia, Montenegro, and Bosnia and Herze-
govina, at about 5 percent, 4.2 percent and 0.7 
percent respectively (FAOSTAT, 2022�. The sector 
is facing challenges in all of the countries, such 
as a shortage of labour, increasing costs, 
limited financial support, lack of profitability, 
food safety issues, and climate change.

Considering that Western Balkan countries are 
on the path to accession to the European Union, 
in this pre-accession period, the role of agricul-
tural and rural development policy is crucial to pre-
pare a viable farming sector that can withstand 
the competitive pressures of the single market 
a�er joining. The economic and financial op-
portunities that the European Union provides � 
through access to the single market and the 
instruments of the Common Agricultural Policy 
(CAP) � are additional strong incentives to pre-
pare the agricultural sectoragriculture sector for 
EU integration. To maximize the benefits of the 
single market and CAP measures, these coun-
tries need to adjust their agricultural support 
policies and align them with the CAP.

In this context, this study assesses the small
ruminant value chain in Western Balkan countries 
to identify challenges and opportunities a�ecting 
the sector. The focus of the analysis will be on 
designing an action plan on how to support the 
development of the small ruminant sector in 
these countries.
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2.  Small ruminant 
sector overview

The production, consumption, and trade trends in 
the small ruminant sector in Albania, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Montenegro, North Macedonia, 
and Serbia will be discussed in this section. 

2.1 Production trends
2.1.1 Small ruminant population trend

The two countries with the largest sheep 
population in the Western Balkans are Albania 
and Serbia (Figure 1�. Albania had the largest 
sheep population until 2019, but since 2016 this 
has declined, going from 1.97 million sheep in 
2016 to 1.48 million in 2021, or a decrease of 25 
percent. The sheep population in Serbia has 
increased since 2012, going from 1.46 million 
to 1.7 million in 2021. The sheep population in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina has remained stagnant 
at around 1 million heads over the past 15 years, 
while the North Macedonia sheep population 
has halved over the past 15 years, going from 
1.24 million in 2005 to 630 000 in 2021. Finally, 
Montenegro has the smallest sheep population 
of Western Balkan countries; it has remained at 
about 190 000 heads over the past ten years.

Figure 1 also shows the number of sheep 
slaughtered in every country from 2005 to 
2020, and similar trends are observed here, 
with a downward trend in Albania and North 
Macedonia noticeable over the past 15 years. 
Most of this decrease happened between 2007 
and 2012, when there was a reduction from 2 
million to 1.2 million � a 40 percent decline in 
five years. Since 2012, the number of sheep 
slaughtered in Albania has ranged from 
between 1.2 and 1.4 million heads per year. 

The decline in North Macedonia has been 
continuous for the past 15 years � the number 
of animals slaughtered dropped from 410 000 
heads in 2005 to 127 000 heads in 2020, a 69 
percent decline. Bosnia and Herzegovina also 
saw a decline in sheep slaughtering, from 
130 000 heads in 2010 to 60 000 heads in 
2020. Montenegro has seen small year-to-year 
fluctuations, with an average 28 000 heads of 
sheep slaughtered per year. Serbia is the only 
country to have increased sheep slaughtering, 
going from 1.15 million heads to 1.5 million 
heads in 2013, and since then slightly down. 

For goats, Albania has by far the largest 
population in the Western Balkans (see Figure 
2�. However, as with sheep, the number of goats 
there has decreased since 2016, when the goat 
population was 941 000 heads. In 2021, it was 
775 000, a 18 percent decline.  Serbia has the 
second largest goat population, at about 200 000 

Source: FAOSTAT. 2022. h�ps://fenix.fao.org/faostat/internal/en/#data; EUROSTAT. 2022. h�ps://ec.europa.eu/
eurostat/data/database 

Figure 1. Sheep population and sheep slaughtered in Western Balkan countries, 2005�2021
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heads over the past ten years. Other countries 
have smaller goat populations. A�er the goat 
population went from 64 000 in 2012 to 117 000 
in 2018 in North Macedonia, this had decreased 
to 76 000 by 2021. Bosnia and Herzegovina has 
a similar number of goats to North Macedonia, 
but with a consistent population of around 70 
000 heads. Montenegro has the smallest goat 
population, of about 29 000 heads, largely 
unchanged over the past decade. 

Figure 2. Goat population and goats slaughtered in Western Balkan countries, 2005�2020

The goat slaughtering trend is similar to that 
of sheep. In Albania, the number of goats 
slaughtered declined sharply between 2007 to 
2012, going from 1.16 million heads to 600 000. 
That number then rose to 748 000 heads in 2020. 
In Serbia, the number of goats slaughtered was 
155 000 in the years prior to 2012, increasing to 
281 000 in 2012, and then coming down to about 
222 000 in 2020. Data for Montenegro show 

Source: FAOSTAT. 2022. h�ps://fenix.fao.org/faostat/internal/en/#data; EUROSTAT. 2022. h�ps://ec.europa.eu/
eurostat/data/database 

Source: FAOSTAT. 2022. h�ps://fenix.fao.org/faostat/internal/en/#data

Figure 1 (Cont.). Sheep population and sheep slaughtered in Western Balkan countries, 2005�2021
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Source: FAOSTAT. 2022. h�ps://fenix.fao.org/faostat/internal/en/#data

Source: FAOSTAT. 2022. h�ps://fenix.fao.org/faostat/internal/en/#data

about 8 000 goats slaughtered annually, while 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, and North Macedonia, 
have no reported data on goat slaughtering.

Small ruminant population, global trends
The global sheep population increased from 
1.1 billion heads to 1.26 billion heads over the 
2005�2020 period, an increase of about 14.5 
percent. Figure 3 and Figure 4 present the 
countries with the largest sheep populations, 
and development trends. As Figure 3 shows, 

the leading country with regard to the number 
of sheep is China, with 173.1 million heads, 
followed by India and Australia with 68.1 
million and 63.5 million heads, respectively. 
Figure 4 outlines how those numbers have 
evolved over the past 15 years. For instance, 
the sheep population in China has fluctuated 
slightly over this period, but shows an overall 
upward trend, which is similar to the situation 
in India. Australia shows a di�erent picture, 
with numbers having gone down from more 

Figure 3. Sheep population by country, 2020

Figure (Cont.). Goat population and goats slaughtered in Western Balkan countries, 2005�2020
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than 100 million heads in 2005 to 63.5 million 
in 2020, a decline of about 36.5 percent.

Regarding the global goat population, the 
trend is also upwards. Figure 5 and Figure 
6 present the leading countries in terms of 
goat population, and the development trend 
from 2005 to 2020.

Figure 4. Sheep population trend in leading sheep breeding countries, 2005�2020

Figure 5. Goat population by country, 2020

Source: FAOSTAT. 2022. h�ps://fenix.fao.org/faostat/internal/en/#data

Source: FAOSTAT. 2022. h�ps://fenix.fao.org/faostat/internal/en/#data
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The country with the largest goat population 
is India, with 150.2 million heads, followed 
by China and Nigeria with 133.5 million and 
83.7 million heads, respectively (Figure 5�. 
As Figure 6 shows, China used to have the 
largest population of goats, but that changed 

2.1.2 Production of milk and meat from 
small ruminants  

Small ruminant meat production
As with data on the small ruminant population, 
Serbia and Albania appear to be the largest 

Figure 6. Goat population trend in leading goat breeding countries, 2005�2020 

Source: FAOSTAT. 2022. h�ps://fenix.fao.org/faostat/internal/en/#data

in 2017. Overall, the world�s goat population 
is increasing faster the sheep population. In 
2005, there were about 851 million goats, while 
in 2019 there were 1.13 billion, an increase of 
32.6 percent.

small ruminant meat producers in the Western 
Balkans (see Figure 7�. Though Albania has 
a larger population of small ruminants than 
Serbia, the la�er appears to produce more 
small ruminant meat. Production of meat from 
small ruminants has been steadily increasing 

Figure 7. Production of sheep (top) and goat (bo�om) meat in Western Balkans, 2005�2020

Source: FAOSTAT. 2022. h�ps://fenix.fao.org/faostat/internal/en/#data
























































































































































































































