LOW-CARBON LIVESTOCK

Background

Livestock production in Nicaragua is managed
by 164 000 families, 80 percent of whom are
small and medium-sized producers.

The maijority of these producers are located in
the North Caribbean Coast, South Caribbean
Coast, Chontales, Matagalpa, and along the Rio
San Juan.

National milk production is estimated at 4.2
million liters per day. The price per liter of milk
paid to producers in Nicaragua is highly
competitive for the national export industry
compared to milk prices in the region.

Currently, Nicaragua is the leading exporter of
beef and dairy products in Central America,
with 80 percent of livestock farms
implementing sustainable practices.

Efficiency in the supply chain: developing a
stronger structure to connect all actors is
essential.

Equity and market integration: ensuring fair
access to markets while promoting inclusive and
sustainable trade.

Sustainability: implementing farming practices
that minimize environmental impact and promote
the conservation of natural resources.

Quality standards: ensuring dairy products meet
international standards, strengthening consumer
trust.

Competition from dairy substitutes: addressing
the challenge posed by substitute products to
national primary dairy production.

Organizational structures: improving internal

management processes and systems in
cooperatives and private companies.
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One Country
One Priority Product

Market access: overcoming barriers that limit
organizations’ ability to integrate into broader
and more sustainable markets.

FAO and the institutions that are part of
Nicaragua's National Production, Consumption,
and Trade System (SNPCC), along with local
producers, have supported this initiative.
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