
 

 

 

Dear Colleague/Madame/Sir, 
 
We are pleased to share the March edition of Plant Treaty Headlines, providing you with a quick 
clickable overview of what’s been happening and what’s coming up. For each of the items, you can 
click on a link for more information.  

We hope you find Plant Treaty Headlines informative and useful!  

Recent Updates: 
• “Without seeds, there is nothing; with seeds, everything.” 

A conversation with Alwin Kopse, the Chair of the Eleventh Session of the Governing Body 
(GB-11) of the International Treaty, who recalls the beginning of his interest in what has now 
become a career.… [Click here for full article] 
 

• The International Treaty & Vine and Wine 
The Secretariat of the International Treaty participated in the Technical Meeting on Genetic 
Resources and Vine Selection (GENET) organized by the International Organisation of Vine 
and Wine…. [Click here for full article] 
 

• Call to Research More on Plant Genetic Resources 
Agricultural experts gathered in Zimbabwe at a seminar co-organized by a number of 
institutions, including FAO, to discuss and raise awareness on plant genetic resources. They 
called for more research to advance the conservation and use of plant genetic diversity for 
the well-being of present and future generations…. [Click here for full article] 
 

• Sixth Meeting of the Compliance Committee 
The Sixth Meeting of the Compliance Committee of the International Treaty took place at 
FAO Headquarter in Rome, Italy, 19-20 March 2025. The report is now available online….  
[Click here for more] 
 

• Coverage of Secretary Kent Nnadozie delivering a speech at the 20th International 
Genomics Conference in Wuhan, China 
The speech given by Secretary Nnadozie was covered by a number of Chinese media 
outlets…. [Click here to see video of his speech] 
 

• What can agrobiodiversity do for nutrition, economy, and climate? 
International Treaty Secretary Kent Nnadozie talks with Devex about why policymakers need 
to embrace biodiversity initiatives to build resilience in the face of current conditions…. 
[Click here for full article] 
 

• Inaugural International Svalbard Dialogue: Saving Seeds for the Long Haul 
International Treaty Secretary Kent Nnadozie participated in the inaugural session of the 
“International Svalbard Dialogue,” along with World Food Prize laureates Geoffrey Hawtin 
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and Cary Fowler. The Session was held on the occasion of the deposit of more than 14,000 
seeds into the Svalbard Global Seed Vault, including seeds deposited from projects 
supported by the Treaty’s Benefit-sharing Fund…. [Click here for full article] 
 

Recent Events: 
• 01 – 04 April 2025: Thirteenth Meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group to 

Enhance the Functioning of the Multilateral System 
The Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group to Enhance the Functioning of the Multilateral 
System (MLS) gathered at FAO headquarters to continue discussions and negotiations on 
the enhancement of the MLS. [Click here for more] 
 

Upcoming Events: 
• 6 May 2025: Special Event - Strengthening Partnerships on PGRFA Information 

Exchange and Knowledge Sharing - Webinar 
This Special Event precedes the Sixth meeting of the Scientific Advisory Committee on the 
Global Information System (GLIS) and aims to present an overview of the major advances in 
implementing the Programme of Work on Article 17 during the last biennium. 
[Click here for virtual 
participation: https://fao.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_szVgG9EBQ1yZf6rdCLV_3g] 
 

• 07 – 08 May 2025: Sixth Meeting of the Scientific Advisory Committee on the Global 
Information System   
The Scientific Advisory Committee on the Global Information System (GLIS) of the 
International Treaty will meet at FAO Headquarters in Rome, Italy, in May.  [Click here for 
more] 
 

• 27 – 29 May 2025: Community of Practice Event for the GRULAC Region  
The Secretariat is organizing an event for Benefit-sharing Fund project participants and 
other relevant stakeholders working with PGRFA in the Latin America and Caribbean region 
to exchange knowledge, lessons learned and best practices.   

• 10 – 13 June 2025: Eleventh Meeting of the Standing Committee on the Funding Strategy 
and Resources Mobilization  
The Standing Committee on the Funding Strategy and Resources Mobilization will meet in 
June to discuss the Funding Strategy Operational Plan 2020-2027 and other related matters. 
[Click here for more] 

• 23 – 26 June 2025: Sixth Meeting of the Ad Hoc Technical Experts Group on Farmers’ 
Rights 
The Ad Hoc Technical Experts Group on Farmers’ Rights will meet at FAO headquarters, in 
Rome in advance of the Second Global Symposium on Farmers’ Rights to be held later this 
year. [Click here for more] 
 

• 7 – 11 July 2025: Fourteenth Meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group to 
Enhance the Functioning of the Multilateral System 
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This meeting will be held in Lima, Peru, to discuss the finalization of the package to enhance 
the functioning of the Multilateral System. [Click here for more] 

 
Did You Know? 

• Capacity Development Strategy and Action Plan are open for comments 
All Contracting Parties and relevant stakeholders are invited to provide comments and 
inputs on the draft Capacity Development Strategy, as revised by the Bureau of the 
International Treaty, and the outline for the Action Plan by 30 April 2025. [Read the 
notification!] 
 

• Reporting on PGRFA Transfers and Material Available in the Multilateral System is due 
soon 
Contracting Parties and other holders of plant genetic resources are invited to provide 
information, as soon as possible, on germplasm that is available in the Multilateral System 
of Access and Benefit-sharing (MLS), and on the transfers they have made as Providers, so 
that the information can be appropriately reflected in the 2024-25 Report on the Operations 
of the Multilateral System for the Governing Body. Deadline is 30 May 2025. [Click here for 
the notification!] 
 

Thank you for staying connected! You’re welcome to visit our website for lots more information, and 
you can reach out to us directly at pgrfa-treaty@fao.org . 
 

Best regards, 

Secretariat of the International Treaty 

 

Stay Connected with us: 
Follow us on social media to never miss an update: 

    

Countdown to Governing Body-11: *209 days* until the Eleventh Session of our 
Governing Body convenes from 24-29 November 2025! 

 
@PlantTreaty 

#ItAllStartsWithTheSeed 
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