
 
LEBANON - Agricultural Census 1998 – Main Results 

 
Please refer to the Explanatory Notes given at the end of the tables 

 
Number and arable land area of holdings

Number of holdings Area (ha)
Total  194 829  247 940  

 
Number and arable land area of holdings by size of holding

Number of holdings Area (ha)
Total  194 829  247 940

without arable land  4 036 _
< 0.1 ha  18 126  1 183
0.1 - 0.2  27 689  3 833
0.2 - 0.5  53 749  17 210
0.5 - 1  37 994  26 422
1 - 2  27 434  37 716
2 - 6  19 536  62 649
6 - 10  3 127  23 517
10 - 20  1 983  26 246
20 - 50   911  26 518
50 >   244  22 646  

 
Fragmentation

Number of parcels
Parcels, total  491 682 _  

 
Legal Status

Area (ha)
Total _  247 940

Civil persons _  209 803
Government _  32 512
Other _  5 625  

 
Tenure of land

Area (ha)
Total _  247 940

Owned _  153 831
Rented _  53 704
Other forms of tenure _  40 405  

 
Holders by sex

Number of holders
Total  194 829 _

male  180 479 _
female  13 785 _  

 
Holders by age

Number of holders
Total  194 829 _

< 25 years of age  3 135 _
25 - 34  22 689 _
35 - 44  41 254 _
45-54  42 290 _
55 - 64  41 015 _
65 >  43 881 _
Juridical persons   565 _  

 
Household members engaged mainly in agricultural work on the holdings

Holdings reporting Number of workers
Total  118 008  187 444  

 



Hired permanent workers
Holdings reporting Number of workers

Total  10 460  22 753  
 

Land use 
Area (ha)

     Arable land _  247 940  
 

Temporary crops
Area (ha)

Cereals _  51 842
Leguminous plants _  6 506
Vegetables _  45 232
Industrial crops _  24 727
Oilseed crops _  11 103  

 
Permanent crops

Area (ha)
Olives _  52 421
Fruit trees _  59 515  

 
Livestock

Holdings reporting Head/units
Cattle  15 451  75 874
male 

number of head _  16 702
< 1 year _  11 042
1 - 2 years _  3 738
> 2 years _  1 922

female
number of head _  59 172
< 1 year _  14 955
1 - 2 years _  7 155
> 2 years _  37 062

Sheep  5 245  378 050
male 

number of head _  83 483
< 1 year _  43 716
1 - 2 years _  20 254
> 2 years _  19 513

female
number of head _  294 567
< 1 year _  54 021
1 - 2 years _  43 833
> 2 years _  196 713

Goats  7 166  435 965
male 

number of head _  110 668
<1 year _  50 752
1 year and > _  25 405
not stated _  34 511

female
number of head _  325 297
<1 year _  68 547
1 year and > _  55 975
not stated _  200 775

Pigs   47  9 711
Horses _  1 888
Mules _  1 921
Asses _  7 654
Chickens  26 647 16 527 398
Beehives  7 029  131 937  



 
  LEBANON - Agricultural Census 1998 - Explanatory Notes   
 
Historical outline: 
Prior to 1998 Census of Agriculture, to which data here presented refer, agricultural censuses were 
conducted in Lebanon in 1961/62 and in 1970; a livestock census was conducted in 1980. 
   
Organization: 
The census was organized by the Ministry of Agriculture, ‘Direction des Etudes et de Coordination’. 
The census project, financed by the World Bank, was technically supervised by the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the UN, in agreement with the ‘Conseil de Dèveloppement et de 
Reconstruction’ (CDR). A National Inter-Ministerial Committee, headed by the Director Central 
Statistics, was formed to follow-up the various phases of the project. Members of the Committee 
were advisors from the Ministry of Agriculture, from the CDR, from the Chamber of Commerce, 
Industry and Agriculture and from various Universities of the country.  
  
Enumeration period: 
The enumeration period was 1 November 1998 to 30 July 1999. 
  
Reference date: 
Time reference for items referring to the occupation of land is the agricultural year 1 October  1997 to 
30 September 1998; for all other items is the day of enumeration.  
  
Definitions: 
• The agricultural holding is considered an economic unit of agricultural production satisfying at 

least one of the following minimum specifications: 
• 500 square meters of  non irrigated arable land (Superficie Agricole Utile, SAU); 
• 250 square meters  of   irrigated arable land; 
• 100 square meters of land under protective cover; 
• 0, 5 units of large livestock and a valuable number of poultry and rabbits for breeding. 

                         
Coverage: 
The census covered the entire country. 
 
Frame: 
Among the census preparatory works, a complete set of topographic maps was prepared and, in 
1997, an exhaustive village survey was conducted.  On this basis, lists of holders were then 
prepared. 
  
Methods: 
Firstly, a pilot survey was conducted, and then complete enumeration of all holdings was carried out. 
60 inspectors, 300 enumerators and 12 supervisors were involved in the field work. 
 
Data source: 
République Libanaise, Ministère de l’Agriculture, Direction des Etudes et de Coordination – Resultats 
Globaux du Recensement Agricole – FAO, Project UTF/LEB/016 “Assistance au Recensement 
Agricole”, Juin 2000.    
     
   
Mailing address: 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations,  Statistics Division, Viale delle Terme di 
Caracalla 00100 Rome, Italy.     


