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OPENING CEREMONY 
ELEVENTH SESSION OF THE GOVERNING BODY 

International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture  
Monday, 24 November 2025, 10:00 am 

Plenary Hall: Sala de las Naciones 
Lima Convention Center 

PROGRAMME 
 

1. INAUGURAL SESSION 
 

Indigenous Peruvian Blessing Ceremony 
 
Welcome Remarks by Mr Alwin Kopše, Chair, Eleventh Session of the Governing Body 
 
Opening Address by H.E. Ms Carmen Inés Vegas Guerreo, Vice Minister of Agrarian Development 
and Irrigation of Peru 
 
Address by H.E. Mr Christian Hofer, State Secretary, Federal Office for Agriculture of Switzerland 
 
Address by Mr Godfrey Magwenzi, Deputy Director-General, Food and Agriculture Organization 
 
Vote of thanks by Mr Kaveh Zahedi, Director, Office of Climate Change, Biodiversity and Environment, 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
 

 

2. OPENING CEREMONY 
 

Short Film on the International Treaty 
 
Video Message from H.E. Mr Nils Kristen Sandtrøen, Minister of Agriculture and Food, Norway 
 
Video Message from Ms Astrid Schomaker, Executive Secretary, Convention on Biological Diversity 
 
Remarks by Mr Simon Heck, Director-General, International Potato Park (CIP), CGIAR 
 
Remarks by Ms Catherine Bertini, Chair, Crop Trust Executive Board 
 
Remarks by Mr Michael Keller, Secretary General, International Seed Federation 

 
Remarks by Ms Mavis Gofa, Farmer, Seed and Knowledge Initiative, Zimbabwe 
 
Remarks by Mr Dan Leskien, Senior Liaison Officer, Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture, FAO 
 
Remarks by Ms Julia Ruth Mamani Condori, Youth leader, Peruvian Indigenous Farmers’ Group  
 
Remarks by Mr Kent Nnadozie, Secretary, International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food 
and Agriculture, FAO 
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