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FAO-Türkiye Partnership 
Programmes gains prominence at 
regional and international forums

The FAO-Türkiye Partnership Programmes 
(FTPP) have significantly enhanced their 
global visibility, showcasing transformative 
climate solutions and sustainable development 
initiatives across multiple high-profile 
international platforms. Since its inception in 
2007, the FTPP has mobilized USD 30 million in 
funding to support 48 projects across Central 
Asia, Africa and Europe, addressing challenges 
including food security, sustainable forestry, 
climate resilience and rural development.

Climate leadership takes centre 
stage at COP29

At the twenty-ninth UN Climate Change 
Conference (COP29) in Baku, held on 
21  November 2024, the FTPP demonstrated 
its pivotal role in driving global climate 
solutions during a dynamic side-event 
entitled “Partnership Talks: Türkiye’s Role in 
Transforming Agrifood Systems and Sustainable 
Forests through Partnerships”. 

The panel brought together key stakeholders 
from Türkiye’s Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry, FAO and the private sector. Speakers 
highlighted the interdisciplinary approach of 
the FTPP to combating desertification and 

biodiversity loss while promoting community-
based governance. They also emphasized the 
transformative power of the FTPP in building 
resilient agrifood systems, citing successful 
projects in climate-resilient agriculture in 
Nigeria’s drylands and improved wheat rust 
management in Central Asia.

Mediterranean forest restoration 
showcased at key forestry events

The FTFP gained significant recognition at 
two major forestry conferences, highlighting 
Türkiye’s leadership in sustainable forest 
management. At the twenty-seventh Session of 
the Committee on Forestry (COFO27) in Rome, a 
panel discussion organized by the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) focused 
on “Empowering Communities, Restoring 

FTPP showcases climate solutions at COP29 Baku.
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Landscapes and Conserving Ecosystems”. Eray 
Özdemir from Türkiye’s General Directorate of 
Forestry presented “Leading the Change: Türkiye 
and FAO Partnership in Restoring Forests and 
Woodlands in the Mediterranean and Beyond”, 
detailing the state of Mediterranean forests and 
Türkiye’s comprehensive restoration activities 
under the FAO-Türkiye Forestry Partnership 
Programme (FTFP).

The programme’s regional impact was further 
emphasized at the eighth Mediterranean Forest 
Week in Barcelona, where a dedicated side-
event entitled “Partnership Talks: Regional and 
National Activities of Türkiye in Cooperation 
with FAO” took place on 4 November 2024. The 
FTFP’s work addresses critical environmental 
challenges including the approximately 
80  million hectares of degraded land in the 
Mediterranean region and the 400 000 hectares 
lost annually to wildfires. Turkish government 
officers reiterated Türkiye’s commitment to 
restore 2.3 million hectares of forest by 2030, 
aligned with the Antalya Declaration 2022, 
while programme coordinators presented 
the programme’s expansion into its second 
phase with an additional USD  10  million in 
contributions.

Regional showcase demonstrates 
innovation and impact

The FTPP’s commitment to innovation was 
prominently displayed at the Agri-Innovate 
Exhibition during the thirty-fourth Session of 
the Regional Conference for Europe (ERC34), 
held in Rome from 14 to 17 May 2024. Through 
a compelling FTPP Photo Showcase, visitors 
explored FTPP projects addressing food 
security, rural poverty and sustainable forest 
management across beneficiary countries 
including but not limited to Azerbaijan, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Türkiye, 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. The exhibition 
aligned with the Conference’s focus on 
innovation and digitalization in sustainable 
natural resource use, demonstrating practical, 
field-tested approaches driving sustainable 
development in agrifood systems.

These strategic appearances at international 
forums have strengthened the FTPP’s global 
impact, inspiring dialogue and replication 
of effective models across regions. Through 
sustained visibility efforts, the programmes 
continue to demonstrate how strategic 
international cooperation can address climate 
challenges while fostering sustainable 
development and building resilient communities 
worldwide.

Boosting forestry excellence: 
FTFP’s impact on sustainable 
forest management and capacity 
building

The FTFP continues to make significant strides 
in fostering sustainable forest management 
and enhancing forestry capacity across Central 
Asia, the Caucasus and beyond. Through a 
series of strategic initiatives and collaborative 
efforts, the FTFP is actively addressing critical 
environmental challenges and building resilient 
forest ecosystems.

Advancing biodiversity and 
sustainable forestry

A pivotal initiative, “Improving Biodiversity 
and Sustainable Forestry”, officially launched 
its regional inception workshop in Ankara on 
8–9  April 2025. Developed under the FTFP, 
this transformative project aims to drive large-
scale biodiversity improvement and sustainable 
forest management. It also seeks to foster 
regional collaboration and innovation in climate 
resilience, recognizing the unique and diverse 
ecosystems of Central Asia, the Caucasus and 
Montenegro. The workshop emphasized the 
project’s focus on mainstreaming biodiversity 
into productive ecosystems through functional 
forest management planning. Over two days, 
Turkish experts shared their country’s extensive 
experience in protected areas management, 
wildlife conservation and sustainable forestry 

FTFP spotlighted at the 8th Mediterranean Forest Week, Barcelona.
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practices, including international planning 
efforts in countries such as Azerbaijan, Kosovo, 
Kyrgyzstan and the Syrian Arab Republic. 
Participants also visited relevant national 
directorates and Kızılcahamam National Park to 
gain practical insights into Türkiye’s approaches.

Enhancing global forestry training 
capacities

Further solidifying Türkiye’s role as a leader 
in forestry, an inception meeting was held on 
1 August 2024 for the project “Enhancing the 
Capacity of the International Forestry Training 
Centre”. This project, implemented under the 
FTFP, aims to establish an international training 
centre that will provide sustainable capacity 
development in various forestry-related areas. 
It will benefit Türkiye, Central Asian states and 
other interested countries by enriching curricula 
with selected fields of forestry training, including 
gender-sensitive content. Türkiye, with its 
185 years of forestry experience, is eager to 
share its knowledge with beneficiary countries, 
envisioning the centre as a key institution for 
various forestry sectors. The initiative directly 
addresses critical issues outlined in the FAO 
report The State of the World’s Forests 2024, 
particularly the urgent need for joint action to 
mitigate the impacts of climate change.

Strengthening integrated forest 
fire management

In a crucial step towards building resilient 
systems against increasing climate-related 
fire risks, a two-day Integrated Forest Fire 
Management Training Programme took place on 
22–23  April 2025 in Semey, Kazakhstan. The 
programme focuses on forestry professionals 
in fire management units and represents a 
significant milestone in forestry cooperation 
between Türkiye and Kazakhstan. Aligned with 
the FAO Strategy on Forest Fire Management, 

the comprehensive training covered essential 
topics such as Türkiye’s forest fire response 
systems, fire characteristics, environmental 
factors affecting forest fires and advanced 
intervention tactics. The second day included 
hands-on field training, allowing participants to 
apply their knowledge in realistic scenarios. This 
training forms part of the “Building Capacities 
through South-South Cooperation (SSTC)” 
project under the FTPP, demonstrating the 
value of international cooperation in developing 
effective forest protection strategies amid 
growing global wildfire risks.

These initiatives underscore the FTFP’s 
unwavering commitment to sustainable forest 
management, biodiversity conservation 
and capacity building, showcasing Türkiye’s 
leadership and the Programme’s impactful 
contributions to regional and global 
environmental resilience.

Strengthening forest restoration 
through the FRIENDS Project

The Forest Restoration Improvement for 
Environmental Development and Sustainability 
(FRIENDS) project is enhancing forest and 
wooded land restoration in Central Asia 
through modern, sustainable infrastructure. 
In Uzbekistan, solar-powered nurseries cut 
energy costs and emissions; Kazakhstan’s 
new irrigation pool secures water for young 
trees; Azerbaijan’s seed bank safeguards forest 
genetic resources; and Kyrgyzstan is building 
a greenhouse to enable year-round cultivation 
alongside its seed bank.

From 11–13 March 2025, FRIENDS hosted 
training in Azerbaijan for over 20 forestry 
professionals on wildfire management, 
sustainable ecotourism, and renewable forest 
resource use. Led by Turkish experts, sessions 
combined theory with practical exercises, 
presenting Türkiye’s wildfire management model 

Türkiye, Kazakhstan strengthen forest fire management skills.
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Türkiye shares 185 years of forestry expertise.
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and global best practices. Delivered in Turkish 
and Azerbaijani, the programme strengthened 
participants’ ability to integrate conservation 
into tourism and forest management, protecting 
ecosystems while supporting local livelihoods.

Advancing plant health and 
crop diversification for resilient 
agrifood systems

The FTPP is actively enhancing plant health and 
promoting crop diversification through two key 
projects: “Strengthening Regional Collaboration 
and National Capacities for Management of 
Wheat Rust Diseases and Resistance Breeding 
in Central Asia and Caucasus (CAC-Rust)”, 
focused on combating wheat rust diseases in 
Central Asia and the Caucasus, and a second 
initiative supporting smallholder farmers in 
Nigeria’s drylands. These efforts underscore 
FTPP’s commitment to bolstering food security 
and agricultural sustainability worldwide.

Battling wheat rust diseases 
across Central Asia and the 
Caucasus (CAC-Rust Project)

Wheat rust diseases pose a significant 
transboundary threat to wheat crops, 
jeopardizing regional food security due to 
their airborne nature. The CAC-Rust project 
is diligently working to strengthen national 
capacities and foster regional collaboration for 
improved prevention and management of these 
diseases. The project aims to build a more 
resilient and sustainable wheat production 
system through enhanced surveillance, training, 
breeding for rust resistance and strategy 
development.

Recent activities highlight the project’s 
broad impact:

•	 Uzbekistan’s readiness enhancement: From 
18 to 21 February 2025, Tashkent hosted a 
workshop aimed at strengthening national 
capacities and regional collaboration 
in managing wheat rust diseases more 
effectively. The workshop assembled 
policymakers, researchers and key 
agricultural stakeholders to discuss recent 
approaches in breeding rust-resistant 
wheat and to develop a robust, science-
based National Strategy and Contingency 
Plan for wheat rust disease prevention and 
management.

•	 Tajikistan’s national strategy development: 
In Dushanbe, from 24 to 27 February 
2025, a workshop focused on developing 
a National Strategy and Contingency 
Plan for the Prevention and Management 
of Wheat Rust Diseases in Tajikistan. 
The workshop also provided training 
on breeding for wheat rust resistance, 
bringing together key national stakeholders 
including the Ministry of Agriculture, wheat 
improvement and disease surveillance 
experts, pest management agencies and 
research institutions. This initiative aims to 
strengthen national readiness to prevent 
and manage wheat rust diseases.

•	 Türkiye hosts advanced breeding 
workshop: From 28 April to 2 May 2025, 
Izmir, Türkiye, hosted a technical training 
workshop on advanced breeding techniques 
to combat wheat rust diseases. Organized 
by FAO, the International Maize and 
Wheat Improvement Centre (CIMMYT), 
and Türkiye’s Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry, the workshop entitled “Breeding 
Approaches for the Development of Wheat 
Varieties Resistant to Rust Diseases through 
International collaboration” aimed to 
accelerate the development of rust-resistant 
wheat varieties and improve regional 
food security. Scientists, academics and 
government officials from Central Asia and 
the Caucasus were trained in these crucial 
techniques.

Regional cooperation strengthens wheat rust management.
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•	 Turkmenistan’s comprehensive strategy: In 
Ashgabat, a two-day workshop concluded 
on 24 July 2024, successfully developing 
a National Strategy and Contingency Plan 
for the prevention and management of 
wheat rust diseases in Turkmenistan. This 
workshop, part of the CAC-Rust project, 
gathered over 30 participants, including 
experts and government officials, to assess 
the status of wheat rust diseases and 
determine necessary actions to improve 
prevention and management.

Diversifying crops and sustaining 
production in Nigeria

The project “Support to the Diversification and 
Sustainable Crop Production Intensification for 
Smallholder Farmers in the Drylands of Borno 
State, Nigeria”, implemented under the FTPP, 
served as a crucial gateway for strengthening 
bilateral relations between Türkiye and Nigeria. 
This initiative, which runs until July 2025 with 
a budget of USD  200  000, connects relevant 
institutions in both countries with the support 
of FAO.

In July–August 2024, a Nigerian delegation 
visited Ankara to accelerate the efficient 
implementation of this project. The visit 
facilitated technical meetings, field visits 
and exchanges with Türkiye’s Ministry of 
Agriculture and Forestry on plant health and 
crop production, including tours of research 
institutes and laboratories. The collaboration 
promotes sustainable agricultural practices by 
diversifying cropping systems and fostering 
sustainable crop management techniques for 
drylands in Borno State. The ultimate goal is to 
transform agrifood systems in the state, where 
5.6 million people largely depend on small-scale 
subsistence agriculture, contributing to SDG 1 
(No Poverty), SDG 2 (Zero Hunger) and SDG 13 
(Climate Action).

These combined efforts demonstrate the FTPP’s 
holistic approach to improving plant health 

and agricultural resilience, vital for ensuring 
food security and sustainable livelihoods in 
vulnerable regions.

Empowering rural women: The 
impact of the “Leaving No One 
Behind” project in Türkiye and 
Central Asia

The project “Leaving no one behind: Greater 
involvement and empowerment of rural 
women in Türkiye and Central Asia (LNOB)”, 
implemented under the FAO-Türkiye Partnership 
Programme on Food and Agriculture (FTPP II) 
and funded by the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry of Türkiye, has successfully concluded 
its mission to uplift the socioeconomic status 
of rural women across Türkiye, Tajikistan and 
Uzbekistan. With a budget of USD  950  000, 
this initiative, which ran from October 2021 
to December 2024, focused on improving 
women’s access to knowledge and skills, while 
strengthening the capacity of agricultural 
and forestry policy institutions to develop 
and implement gender-responsive policies 
and programmes. The project aligns with 
FAO’s Policy on Gender Equality (2012) and 
contributes directly to Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) 1 (No Poverty), 2 (Zero Hunger) 
and 5 (Gender Equality).

A key achievement of the project was the 
establishment of Gender Equality Units (GEUs) 
in three pilot provinces in Türkiye: Burdur, 
Kahramanmaraş and Ordu, as of July 2022. 
These GEUs were strategically placed within 
the Provincial Directorates of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Forestry to enhance institutional 
capacity and address the immediate needs of 
rural women, fostering rural entrepreneurship. 
These units are staffed by experts including food 
and agricultural engineers and veterinarians.

The project has also resulted in several significant 
publications, including beneficiary country-
specific success story brochures published at 
the end of the project. Furthermore, as part 
of the Visibility Project’s activities, a podcast 
episode detailing the project’s journey and 
impact was produced in December 2024.

Across the target countries, the project 
implemented a range of activities to empower 
rural women:

•	 In Türkiye, the project focused on 
sustainable economic opportunities through 
training and technical assistance. For 
example, in Burdur Province, 31 rural 
women were trained in food safety for 
fig value chains, benefiting a women’s 
cooperative with 13 members. In Ordu 

Türkiye, Nigeria collaborate on sustainable crop production.
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Province, 40 rural women received 
training in general beekeeping concepts, 
with equipment provided to 14 women. 
In Kahramanmaraş Province, 56 rural 
women were trained in agricultural 
supports and the production of yogurt and 
persimmon, with 31 rural women and one 
women’s cooperative receiving equipment. 
Equipment delivery ceremonies were held in 
July–November 2024.

•	 In Tajikistan, where women constitute 
59 percent of the agricultural labour force, 
the project supported mushroom production 
in Lolazor Village, Hisor District, training 
and providing equipment to 12 rural women 
producing traditional sweets from dried 
fruit and involved in mushroom production. 
Key milestones included a Country Gender 
Analysis Tajikistan Validation Workshop in 
April 2024, women’s training in October 
2024 and equipment distribution in 
November 2024.

•	 In Uzbekistan, where rural women make up 
43.7 percent of the agricultural workforce, 

the project worked to improve their access 
to knowledge and skills. A Central Asian 
Forum on Women, Science, and Innovation 
for Food Security and a Sustainable Future 
was organized in Tashkent on 15 October 
2024, coinciding with International Rural 
Women’s Day. This event brought together 
rural women and policymakers, and 48 rural 
women received training and equipment.

Overall, the LNOB project has contributed 
significantly to creating sustainable economic 
opportunities and improving the livelihoods of 
rural women, while fostering regional dialogue 
and knowledge sharing, as documented in its 
various publications.

News from the projects
The FTPP continues to deliver impactful results 
across diverse agricultural sectors and regions. 
Recent project developments showcase the 
programme’s commitment to sustainable 
agriculture, food security and regional 
cooperation through innovative approaches and 
collaborative partnerships.

Sustainable beekeeping 
cooperation between Türkiye and 
Ukraine

Bees are fundamental to healthy food systems, 
underpinning agricultural productivity through 
pollination, while apiculture offers invaluable 
income opportunities, particularly for family 
farmers.

A groundbreaking initiative has been launched 
to strengthen beekeeping practices and foster 
collaboration between two global honey 
production leaders. The project “Sustainable 

The project has developed significant publications.
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beekeeping and exchange of cooperation 
between Türkiye and Ukraine” represents a 
unique opportunity for knowledge sharing and 
capacity building in apiculture.

The inception meeting, held on 15 October 2024, 
brought together government officials, experts 
and stakeholders from both countries to establish 
the framework for this important collaboration. 
Türkiye, recognized as Europe’s largest honey 
producer and ranked second globally, will 
exchange expertise with Ukraine, another 
significant player in the global honey market.

This project highlights FTPP’s focus on vital, 
yet sometimes overlooked, agricultural sectors. 
By supporting the beekeeping sector, the 
Programme demonstrates a comprehensive 
approach to agricultural development that 
embraces both economic empowerment for 
vulnerable populations and crucial ecological 
services. This dual benefit – economic 
development and ecological resilience – shows 
how a seemingly specific project contributes to 
multiple SDGs, including those related to rural 
poverty reduction and ecosystem preservation. 

The project adopts a multi-stakeholder 
approach, focusing on enhancing information-
sharing among key stakeholders while 
strengthening educator capacities in 
apiculture. Key objectives include facilitating 
technical knowledge exchange, supporting 
policy development, promoting digital tools, 
and modernizing education for sustainable 
beekeeping and pollination practices.

The initiative is poised to inject new dynamism 
into the apiculture industries of both nations, 
improving regulatory frameworks and advancing 
modern practices.

Comprehensive analysis of Black 
Sea Region food systems

The BSEC Regional Cooperation Centre for 
Sustainable Food Systems (BSEC-CSFS) 
project, established in December 2020 under 
the FTPP, marked a significant milestone with the 
release of its flagship report, The State of Food 
Systems in the Black Sea Economic Cooperation 
Organization (BSEC) Region, launched on 
3 October 2024 in Ankara. This comprehensive 
publication provides an in-depth analysis of 
agrifood systems across the BSEC region. It 
documents meticulously the transformation of 
consumer food preferences, the industrialization 
and globalization of agrifood systems, and their 
resulting impacts on food security, nutrition 
and sustainability. The project significantly 
strengthened institutional capacities through a 
holistic food systems approach that prioritizes 
sustainability and equity.

This initiative underscores FTPP’s engagement 
at a strategic, systemic level. The report is 
designed as a critical resource for policymakers, 
researchers and stakeholders, offering valuable 
guidance for developing sustainable agrifood 
practices and policies. It lays crucial groundwork 
for more resilient and inclusive agrifood systems 
in the Black Sea Economic Cooperation region 
and serves as a vital platform for knowledge 
and experience exchange. This demonstrates 
FTPP’s multi-faceted approach to development, 
encompassing both direct interventions and 
foundational research and policy support.

Türkiye and Ukraine partner to advance beekeeping.

©
FA

O
/B

ra
dl

ey
 S

ec
ke

r

BSEC-CSFS launched flagship food systems report.

©
Th

e 
S
ta

te
 H

yd
ra

ul
ic

 W
or

ks
 o

f 
Tü

rk
iy

e



|8|

Strengthening regional food safety 
systems

The Programme’s commitment to food safety 
has yielded significant results through the 
completion of the regional project “Strengthening 
National Food Safety Systems and Enhancing 
Regional Cooperation”. The final workshop, 
held in Ankara on 24-25 April 2024, marked the 
successful conclusion of efforts spanning five 
countries: Azerbaijan, Kyrgyzstan, the Republic 
of Moldova, Tajikistan and Türkiye.

The project addressed critical food safety 
challenges embodied in recent World Health 
Organization estimates that 600 million people 
contract foodborne diseases annually, resulting 
in 420  000 deaths. The initiative created a 
constructive environment for focusing on 
priority food safety risks for both public and 
private sectors across all beneficiary countries.

Key achievements include strengthening 
official food safety controls, improving risk 
communication, enhancing efficiency of official 
food control systems, digitalization of food 
control procedures, supporting food safety 
in small food businesses, and developing 
capacities for emergency preparedness and 
communication in food safety.

Azerbaijan and Türkiye join 
efforts to improve plant health 
in the scope of the South-South 
Triangular Cooperation

From 3 to 5 September 2024, a delegation from 
Türkiye visited Azerbaijan to provide support in 
the field of plant health within the framework 
of the “Building Capacities through the South-
South Cooperation Project”, which aims to 
leverage Turkish expertise in beneficiary 
countries and enhance the impact of FTPP-FTFP 
projects through South-South and Triangular 
Cooperation (SSTC).

The delegation consisted of representatives of 
the FAO Subregional Office for Central Asia and 
SSTC experts from the General Directorate of 

Agricultural Research and Food and Control of 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry. 

During the mission a two-day workshop was 
held with the participation of experts from the 
Azerbaijan Food Security Agency (AFSA) and the 
Agrarian Services Agency (ASA) of the Ministry 
of Agriculture, and the Ministry of Ecology and 
Natural Resources. The workshop included a 
series of technical meetings in which the experts 
shared their knowledge and contributed to a 
review of plant health emergency preparedness 
and management in Azerbaijan. In addition, key 
documents related to plant health prepared by 
AFSA in collaboration with FAO offices in Baku 
and Ankara were reviewed.

FAO land banking and land 
consolidation project leaves a rich 
legacy

Ensuring global food security and sustainable 
agricultural development hinges on the efficient 
use of land resources, including the strategic 
implementation of land banking initiatives. 
This critical link was underscored at the closing 
event of the project “Enhancing agricultural 
land market development to address land 
abandonment and improve land consolidation 
procedures”, implemented under the umbrella 
of the FAO-Türkiye Partnership Programmes. 
The project, benefiting Türkiye, Azerbaijan and 
Uzbekistan, aims to strengthen institutional 
capacity, improve land management practices, 
address land abandonment through lease 
facilitation and provide policy recommendations 
on land consolidation and land banking in these 
countries.

The closing event in Ankara included a final 
training seminar held on 8 July, entitled 
“Addressing land abandonment based on 
insights and experiences from the third pilot in 
Nevşehir-Uçhisar”, and a two-day workshop on 
9–10 July 2025. These events brought together 
participants from relevant institutions in the 
beneficiary countries and FAO offices, fostering 
crucial dialogue and knowledge exchange.

Strengthening regional food safety systems: final workshop.
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In the opening session, Morten Hartvigsen, 
FAO Land Tenure Officer and the project’s Lead 
Technical Officer, linked efficient land use directly 
to food security. “It’s all about more efficient 
land and water management”, he explained, 
emphasizing the deep connection between 
these two areas and the need for greater 
collaboration among authorities. Hartvigsen 
highlighted the increasing water scarcity due 
to climate change – particularly in the project 
countries – and the crucial role of efficient 
water use in sustaining future farming and food 
production. He also underscored the return 
of food security to the international agenda, 
stressing the need to ensure the capacity to 
feed growing populations through integrated 
land and water management. He concluded 
by calling for increased collaboration across 
institutions, sectors and stakeholders, citing the 
project as a practical example. He also noted 
that land consolidation projects with connected 
investments in modern irrigation simultaneously 
hold great potential to contribute to agricultural 
development and climate change adaptation. 
The project, set to conclude at the end of July 
2025, leaves behind a rich legacy of technical 
support, tailored policy recommendations 
and actionable strategies to advance land 
banking, land consolidation and land market 
development in the three countries. With 
detailed assessments conducted in Türkiye, 
Azerbaijan and Uzbekistan, the project has 
laid the foundation for continued collaboration, 
institutional strengthening and sustainable rural 
transformation across the region.

Climate-Smart livestock production 
systems

The successful completion of the project 
“Improving Efficiency of Small Ruminants 
Production for Reduction of GHG Emission 
Intensity” represents a significant achievement 
in climate-smart agriculture. Implemented 
from April 2021 to December 2024, the project 
concluded with a final meeting in İstanbul on 
13 December 2024.

The initiative significantly enhanced national and 
sub-regional capacities to analyse and optimize 
small ruminant production systems across 
seven participating countries: Azerbaijan, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Türkiye, 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. The project 
adopted a gender-sensitive approach, ensuring 
the inclusive participation of women producers.

Key accomplishments include the establishment 
of regional networks among livestock 
stakeholders, technical assistance on managing 
small ruminant genetic resources and 
enhancements to sheep-breeding practices 
through Farmer Field Schools. The project 
distributed 1  200 high-yield sheep to 30 
producers and 400 high-yield sheep to 25 
women producers, supporting both productivity 
improvements and gender inclusivity.

The Submission of Value Chain Analysis (VCA) 
Report has been published within the scope 
of the project to provide information on the 
general functioning of small ruminant value 
chain in Türkiye through value chain analysis, 
including challenges and opportunities.

  These diverse project outcomes demonstrate 
the FTPP’s continued commitment to addressing 
critical agricultural challenges through 
innovative, collaborative approaches that 
promote sustainability, food security and regional 
cooperation across Central Asia and beyond.

Closing event highlighted land market development.
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Contact information:

FAO Subregional Office for Central Asia 
SEC-SRC@fao.org 
https://www.fao.org/in-action/fao-turkey-partnership

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
Ankara, Türkiye
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About the FAO-Türkiye Partnership 
Programmes

The objectives of the FAO-Türkiye Partnership 
Programmes are to provide support to ensure 
food security, rural poverty reduction and 
sustainable forest management, combat 
desertification and preserve ecosystems 
in Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, Türkiye, Turkmenistan and 
Uzbekistan and other countries of mutual 
interest.

Established in 2007, the first phase of the 
FAO-Türkiye Partnership Programme on 
Food and Agriculture (FTPP) has benefited 
from trust fund contributions totalling USD 
10 million, financed by the Government of 
Türkiye and represented by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Forestry.

During the first phase of the programme, 28 
projects were implemented in 16 countries 
between 2009 and 2015.

In 2014, Türkiye and FAO commenced the 
second phase of the FTPP along with the first 

phase of the FAO-Türkiye Forestry Partnership 
Programme (FTFP) with additional fund 
of USD 20 million, bringing Türkiye’s total 
contribution to USD 30 million.

Under this new phase, a range of projects will 
be implemented in the areas of:

•	 food security and nutrition

•	 agricultural and rural development

•	 protection and management of 
natural

•	 resources

•	 agricultural policies

•	 food safety

•	 sustainable forests, land and natural 
resource

•	 management and land degradation 
neutrality

•	 institutional reform, training and 
national

•	 capacity enhancement.
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