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Climate change and the
International Year of Pulses were
the main themes or the World Food
Day event organized by the
Representation of the UN Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO) in
Georgia and the Ministry of
Agriculture of Georgia.

In his opening address Assistant FAO

Representative in Georgia
Mr.Mamuka Meskhi discussed the key
sectors and directions of agriculture,
the strengthening of which is vital for
sustainable development of the sector
in the face of climate change.

“The Agricultural sector has great
potential to reduce the increasing
pace of climate change. This requires
adaptation of the production and

introduction of climate-smart
agricultural practices," he said

The Minister of Agriculture of Georgia,

Mr. Levan Davitashvili noted that
climate change and global warming
have become one of the key
challenges of the 21st century. All
developed countries of the world are
focusing their efforts toward the
development and implementation of
policies to adapt to these threats.

“The sustainable development of
climate-smart agriculture is essential
for poverty reduction, food security,
enhancement of farmers'
competitiveness as well as
implementation of policy adapted to
climate change. Given the objectives
of sustainable development drawn up
by FAO, the Government of Georgia
envisaged minimum standard in all
strategic documents, that is essential

for proper development of the sector,
aimed at minimizing the impact to the
environment,” Davitashvili said.

World Food Day commemorates the
founding of FAO in 1945, making it
the day to celebrate FAO’s activities
and achievements. Javier Sanz
Alvarez, Coordination Officer for FAO-
ENPARD Programme in Georgia,
gave an overview of the projects that
FAO successfully implemented during
the past year and stressed the
importance of the work done by the
organization to support the

sustainable development of Georgian
agriculture.

Students from the European School
took part in the event as well,
presenting a vision of a new
generation regarding the fight against
climate change. They stressed the
importance of contribution of each
child and adult in making the world



sustainable to face climate change.
The students were awarded with the
certificates of appreciation.

It should be noted that the UN
General Assembly officially named
2016 as the International Year of
Pulses (beans, peas, chickpeas and
lentils). Therefore, the event
discussed methods recommended by
FAO to increase the production and
consumption of these crops. Good
agricultural practise of preserving,

producing and promoting pulses in
Georgia was presented by Tea
Chitadze, representative of the Bio-
farming Association Elkana, which
implemented the project - Recovery,
Conservation, and Sustainable Use of
Georgia’s Agrobiodiversity.

At the event, Chef Manuel Baranda
talked about using traditional
Georgian beans, peas, chickpeas and
lentils in modern cuisine and offered
the guests traditional Georgian and
European dishes made of them
especially for this day.

“There are several reasons why
production and consumption of pulses
is recommended. They can easily be
produced, are characterized by high
nutritional value, and most importantly,
are beneficial to health,” Baranda
noted.

Representatives of the Government of
Georgia, the diplomatic corps,
international and donor organizations,
NGOs and private sector attended the
event, which was broadly covered by
national TV and online media.

MoA AND FAO USE
SCIENCE TO IMPROVE
AGRICULTURE

UN Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) with financial
support of Austrian Development
Agency (ADA) provided Zugdidi
Laboratory of the Ministry of
Agriculture with equipment and
reagents that give it the capacity to
study the microbiological and
chemical properties of hazelnuts.

Hazelnut producers and all

the
interested parties now have the
opportunity to conduct hazelnut

research at the local level. This will
facilitate the creation of a unified cycle
of hazelnut production, processing
and marketing. In addition, it will help
to decrease the price of hazelnuts and
increase their export potential.

Irakli Guledani, the Laboratory’s

Director, notes that the number of
samples have been increased by 15%
this year.

Minister of Agriculture of Georgia
Levan  Davitashvili  visited the

ministry’s  regional laboratory in
Zugdidi. The Zugdidi laboratory offers
its services to nine municipalities in
Samegrelo—Zemo Svaneti
region, including research in the food
industry as well as diagnosis of

different animal diseases.

Since 2013, the Ministry of Agriculture
has actively worked to expand the
range of research at the regional
level. In January 2016, Zugdidi
laboratory was granted accreditation
by ANAB, an international body that
certifies laboratories.

SRCA ISSUES SEED
CERTIFICATES

The Scientific-Research Center of
the Ministry of Agriculture (SRCA)
in collaboration with the UN Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
carries out measures necessary to
improve seed and planting material
certification system in Georgia.

Specialists in Seed and Planting
Material Standard and Certification
Service conduct field inspections of
seed plots (wheat, barley, corn,
sunflower, and soybean) on farms
engaged in the seed-growing sector
and presents certificates of varietal
quality to seed producers based on



the laboratory test results of seed
materials.

Specialists of the Scientific and
Research Center Joint carry out field
inspections on the plots of the seed-
producing  farmers  continuously
across Georgia. According to the
Ministry of Agriculture, the use of
certified seeds and planting materials
of international standards fulfills an
obligaton to the Deep and
Comprehensive Free Trade Area
Agreement (DCFTA), which aims to
facilitate the improvement of the

quality of Georgian products and
promote European

markets.

exports to

Earlier this year, FAO equipped a new
SRCA laboratory in village of Tsilkani
with all the necessary equipment for
seed quality control. The new seed
samplers, microscope, germination
cabinet, safety cabinet and other
laboratory equipment allow experts to
conduct seed quality testing in line
with international standards. The
project is funded by Austrian
Development Agency.

AGRICULTURE HAS BIG ROLE
TO PLAY IN CURBING
GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

The pledge to eradicate hunger and
poverty must go hand in hand with
rapid transformations of farming and
food systems to cope with a warmer
world, FAO said in a new report.
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Agriculture, including forestry,
fisheries and livestock production,
generate around a fifth of the world's
greenhouse gas emissions.
Agriculture must both contribute more
to combating climate change while
bracing to overcome its impacts,
according to The State of Food and
Agriculture 2016.

"There is no doubt climate change
affects food security," FAO Director-
General José Graziano da Silva said
while presenting the report. "What
climate change does is to bring back
uncertainties from the time we were
all hunter gatherers. We cannot
assure any more that we will have the
harvest we have planted.”

That uncertainty also translates into
volatile food prices, he noted.
"Everybody is paying for that, not only
those suffering from droughts,”
Graziano da Silva said.

FAO warns that a "business as usual”
approach could put millions more
people at risk of hunger compared to
a future without climate change.

Time for commitments to be put
into action

"2016 should be about
commitments into action,"
Graziano da Silva, noting the
international community last year
agreed to the Sustainable
Development Goals and the Paris
climate agreement, about to come into
force. Agriculture will be high on the
agenda at the 22nd Conference of the
Parties in Morocco starting November
7.

The FAO report underscores that
success in transforming food and
agriculture  systems  will largely
depend urgently  supporting

putting
urged

on

smallholders in adapting to climate
change.

Developing countries are home to
around half a billion smallholder farm
families who produce food and other
agricultural products in greatly varying
agro-ecological and socio-economic
conditions. Solutions have to be
tailored to those conditions; there is
no one-size-fits-all fix.

The report provides evidence that
adoption of ‘climate-smart' practices,
such as the use of nitrogen-efficient
and heat-tolerant crop varieties, zero-
tilage and integrated soil fertility
management would boost productivity
and farmers' incomes. Widespread
adoption of nitrogen-efficient practices
alone would reduce the number of
people at risk of undernourishment by
more than 100 million, the report
estimates.
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