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Opening of the session 

1. The Central Asian and Caucasus Regional Fisheries and Aquaculture Commission (CACFish) 
held its seventh session physically in Istanbul, Turkey from 11 to 13 October 2021 following a 
postponement of one year due to COVID-19 restrictions. Four Member States attended the CACFish 
session: Azerbaijan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Turkey. Seven invited States were present, namely: 
Georgia, Kazakhstan, the Republic of Moldova, Mongolia, the Russian Federation, Ukraine, and 
Uzbekistan. The EUROFISH International Organisation and the Commission on the Protection of the 
Black Sea Against Pollution participated in the Session as intergovernmental organizations with 
observer status. The list of participants is provided in Appendix II. 

2. The session was officially opened by  Mehman Akhundov, Director of the Centre for Biological 
Resources Research, Biodiversity Protection Service, Ministry of Ecology, and Natural Resources of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan, the chairing State of CACFish. Opening statements were also made by  
Viorel Gutu, Sub-regional Coordinator for Central Asia and FAO Representative in Turkey and 
Uzbekistan, and  Mustafa Altug Atalay, Director-General of Fisheries and Aquaculture of the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Forestry of the Republic of Turkey. The full text of the statements from Akhundov,  
Gutu, and Atalay is contained in Appendices III, IV and V, respectively.  

3. Haydar Fersoy, CACFish Secretary, also welcomed the participants and expressed his pleasure 
in serving on the Commission as the new Secretary.    

Adoption of the agenda 

4. The Commission adopted the agenda without changes as shown in Appendix I. 

Election of chairperson and vice-chairpersons 

5. Edil Niiazov (Kyrgyzstan), Director of the Fishery Department, Ministry of Agriculture, Water 
Resources, and Regional Development of the Kyrgyz Republic, and Atalay (Turkey) were elected 
Chairperson and first Vice-Chairperson, respectively, for two concessive terms. No nomination or 
election was made for the position of second Vice-Chairperson.  

6. Niiazov, the new Chairperson, thanked the outgoing Chairperson and the Vice-Chairpersons for 
guiding the work of the Commission during their period in office. He also acknowledged 
and appreciated the work undertaken by the CACFish Secretariat during the inter-sessional 
period leading up to the seventh session.   

Main decisions and recommendations of the FAO Regional Conference for Europe and 
FAO Fisheries Bodies 

7. The Commission was provided with an outline of the meeting document (CACFish/VII/2021/2) 
on the main recommendations arising from the latest sessions of the FAO Governing Bodies, namely 
the Regional Conference for Europe and the Committee on Fisheries (COFI) as well as CACFish.  

8. This intervention included a presentation by Hiromoto Watanabe, Senior Fishery Officer and 
Secretary of COFI, FAO Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture, on key decisions and 
recommendations from the 34th session of COFI held virtually 1-5 February 2021. Additionally, the 
Secretary outlined the key agenda items, decisions and recommendations arising from the 32nd session 
of the FAO Regional Conference for Europe (ERC), which convened virtually 2-4 November 2020; and 
the sixth session of CACFish held 15-18 October 2018.   

9. The Commission reiterated the importance and relevance of regular attendance by the Central 
Asian and Caucasus States at FAO Regional Conference for Europe and COFI events and at its 
subcommittee meetings. In this regard, attention was drawn to the 12th meeting of the COFI-Sub-
Committee on Aquaculture to be held in Turkey in 2023.   
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On-going or scheduled regional activities (research projects, sectoral policies, plans 
and programmes; conferences, workshops, and other events) of relevance to CACFish 
(verbal report by participating states) 

32. Most of the participating States made presentations on the state of the national fisheries and 
aquaculture industry, focusing on priorities, sectoral vision, strategic planning; institutional, financial, 
and legislative frameworks; investments; the business environment; partnerships; and national events of 
relevance to the CACFish. All presentations are provided in Appendix VII.   

33. The representative of the Commission on the Protection of the Black Sea against Pollution 
presented information on the fishery and aquaculture initiatives of the organization. 

Any other matters  

34. Representatives of the invited States reiterated the interest of their States in becoming members 
of CACFish. The Commission noted that internal initiatives are underway to become members in a few 
States. The Secretariat was asked to assist in this process. 

Date and location of the next session  

35. Tajikistan kindly offered to host the Eighth Session of the Commission in September or October 
2023.   

Adoption of the report  

36. The report was adopted on Wednesday, 13 October 2021. 
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APPENDIX I 

AGENDA 

 
11 October 2021 

Afternoon Session 
14.00-17.00 

1. Opening of the session   
2. Adoption of the agenda 
3. Election of chairperson and vice-chairpersons 
4. Main decisions and recommendations of  the FAO Regional Conference 

for Europe and FAO Fisheries Bodies (document: CACFish/VII/2021/2) 
5. Secretariat report on administrative, operational and financial issues 

(document: CACFish/VII/2021/3) 
12 October 2021  

Morning Session   
9.00-12.00 
  

6. Status and future direction of the second five-year regional work 
programme (2016-2020) (document: CACFish/VII/2021/4) 

7. Report on recommendations and activities of Technical Advisory 
Committee (document: CACFish/VII/2021/5)  

8. Commission budget and member contributions for 2021 and 2022                              
(document: CACFish/VII/2021/6) 

Lunch break 

Afternoon Session 
14.00-17.00 

9. The International Year of Artisanal Fisheries and Aquaculture 2022   
(document: CACFish/VII/2021/7)       

10. Work Programme for 2021-2023 inter-sessional period  
11. On-going or scheduled regional activities (research projects, sectoral 

policies, plans and programmes; conferences, workshops, and other 
events) of relevance to the CACFish (verbal report by participating 
States) 

12. Any other matters 
13. Date and place of the next session 

13 October 2021 

Morning Session 
9.00-12.00 

14. Technical visit 

Afternoon Session 
14.30-17.00 

15. Adoption of the session report 
16. Closing of the session 
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APPENDIX IV 

Opening speech by Viorel Gutu 

Distinguished guests, 

Dear Colleagues, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

On behalf of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, it is my pleasure to extend a 
warm welcome to each and every one of you on the opening of the Seventh Session of the Central Asian 
and Caucasus Regional Fisheries and Aquaculture Commission, CACFish.  

I would like to express my gratitude and sincere appreciation to the representatives of both Member 
States and invited States for their physical presence at this event despite the difficulties posed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Since the last session took place in 2018, a number of Commission events have been postponed due to 
the pandemic. As COVID-19-related restrictions are still in place in the Central Asian region, this 
session has been moved from Tajikistan to Turkey where the CACFish Secretariat is hosted. I would 
like to thank you all again for your participation during these challenging times. 

During the intersessional period, the Commission received the continued support of FAO Headquarters, 
the FAO Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia, and the FAO Subregional Office for Central Asia 
(SEC). The intersessional period also saw the replacement of a CACFish secretary in 2020. I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank Victoria Chomo, the outgoing Secretary, for her contribution to the 
work of the Commission and to welcome the new Secretary, Haydar Fersoy. 

Regional fisheries bodies, of which CACFish is an example, are recognized as one of key players in the 
development, governance, conservation, rational management and best utilization of living aquatic 
resources. 

The Commission, which currently has five Members, has now entered into its second decade following 
the enforcement of the Agreement on CACFish in December 2010. During its first decade, through its 
Technical Advisory Committee, the Commission generated scientific and technical recommendations, 
guidelines and best management practices addressing the entire inland fishery and/or aquaculture sector, 
sub-sector or species, as part of sustainable management and conservation practices and regional food 
security. It is worth noting that the Commission also contributed considerably to strengthening 
institutional capacity development at the regional level through synchronized collaboration with 
fisheries and aquaculture programmes and projects implemented as part of the ongoing FAO-Turkey 
Partnership Programme. Over the past decade, the Commission has delivered multiple outputs including 
workshops, trainings, technical reports, better management practices and manuals.  

The FAO Committee on Fisheries (COFI) is considered to be the principle global platform for the 
development and adoption of policy and governance instruments for fisheries and aquaculture. Key 
issues addressed by COFI over the last few years include sustainable growth, aquatic biodiversity and 
genetic resources, the role of small-scale fisheries and the livelihood of coastal communities, the 
development of sustainable aquaculture guidelines, security at sea, the fight against illegal, unreported 
and unregulated fishing (IUU), and aquaculture health management and biosecurity. I am pleased to note 
that the Commission has concentrated its efforts to address these global issues in the Central Asia and 
Caucasus region.  

The 2021 COFI Declaration for Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture aimed to sensitize public opinion 
and governments to these sub-sectors, and the importance of adopting specific public policies and 
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APPENDIX V 

Opening speech by M. Altug Atalay 

Distinguished Members of the Delegations,  

Distinguished FAO Representative in Turkey, 

Distinguished Participants, 

I welcome you all to Turkey, where we are holding the Seventh Session of the Central Asian and 
Caucasus Regional Fisheries and Aquaculture Commission (CACFish). 

Distinguished guests,   

I would like to extend my thanks to the Secretariat of CACFish and FAO Sub-Regional Office for 
Central Asia for making it possible for us to come together in-person despite the challenges brought 
about by COVID-19, which affecting the whole World, and I would also like to thank all the participants 
coming from other countries for their attendance today.  

Distinguished participants, 

Quickly growing global population requires us to use the natural resources more efficiently. Aquaculture 
products, which account for some of the largest sources of animal protein, form one of the important 
sectors that provide constant inputs to the economies of the countries.  

Fish and aquaculture products are ranked number 1 when it comes to exported food items around the 
Globe. On the other hand, the increasing need for food makes it necessary to sustainably increase the 
supply of aquaculture products and efficiently manage the natural resources. This necessity also brings 
about the responsibility to protect and improve the fisheries and aquaculture resources at national, 
regional and global levels. Efforts of the Commission, in this regard, assume so much importance. 

Seas of different temperatures and salinity levels surrounding Turkey from three sides give our fisheries 
and aquaculture sector significant production opportunities. 

As we make efforts to improve this sector in Turkey, we aim at managing the natural resources without 
impairing the natural balance, conserving biodiversity and providing sufficient food to the people in an 
economically, socially, and environmentally sustainable way. 

In addition, we focus on research and development in an effort to disseminate efficient scientific 
practices and achieve smart and environmentally-sound use of natural resources.  

In the last 50 years, we have built extensive experience in the aquaculture sector thanks to the enabling 
geographical conditions of our country. And we would like to share our experience with the countries 
of the region as well as the member countries of the institutions that we are committed to.  

We will be delighted to share our experience with the countries of the Central Asia, Caucasus and the 
Balkans within the framework of the goals identified in the work plan of the Central Asian and Caucasus 
Regional Fisheries and Aquaculture Commission (CACFish) so as to contribute to the development of 
the aquaculture sector in the respective countries.  

In conclusion, I wish a successful meeting that contributes to joint action on the way to attain the goals 
identified by the member countries of the Commission for the aquaculture sector. 

 

 







https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/weo-database/2019/October/weo-report?c=911,912,917,923,&s=NGDPDPC,&sy=2017&ey=2024&ssm=0&scsm=1&scc=0&ssd=1&ssc=0&sic=0&sort=country&ds=.&br=1
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/weo-database/2019/October/weo-report?c=911,912,917,923,&s=NGDPDPC,&sy=2017&ey=2024&ssm=0&scsm=1&scc=0&ssd=1&ssc=0&sic=0&sort=country&ds=.&br=1
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/weo-database/2019/October/weo-report?c=911,912,917,923,&s=NGDPDPC,&sy=2017&ey=2024&ssm=0&scsm=1&scc=0&ssd=1&ssc=0&sic=0&sort=country&ds=.&br=1
http://www.fao.org/figis/servlet/SQServlet?file=/usr/local/tomcat/8.5.16/figis/webapps/figis/temp/hqp_8544527635194517057.xml&outtype=html
http://www.fao.org/figis/servlet/SQServlet?file=/usr/local/tomcat/8.5.16/figis/webapps/figis/temp/hqp_8544527635194517057.xml&outtype=html
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Estimated expenditures for 2021 and 2022 

Expenditure item 2021 2022  Expenditure total 
(2021 and 2022) 

Salaries General Service 0 0 0 

Consultants 4 000 20 000 24 000 

Contracts 30 000 100 000 130 000 

Locally Contracted Labour 0 0 0 

Travel 52 000 52 000 104 000 

Training 24 000 48 000 72 000 

Expendable Procurement 1 000 4 100 5 100 

Non Expendable Procurement 914 1 000 1 914 

General Operating Expenses 1 400 1 529 2 929 

FAO Servicing cost (5.9%) 6 686 13 371 20 057 

Expenditures  120 000 240 000 360 000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/weo-database/2019/October/weo-report?c=911,912,917,923,&s=NGDPDPC,&sy=2017&ey=2024&ssm=0&scsm=1&scc=0&ssd=1&ssc=0&sic=0&sort=country&ds=.&br=1
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/weo-database/2019/October/weo-report?c=911,912,917,923,&s=NGDPDPC,&sy=2017&ey=2024&ssm=0&scsm=1&scc=0&ssd=1&ssc=0&sic=0&sort=country&ds=.&br=1
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/weo-database/2019/October/weo-report?c=911,912,917,923,&s=NGDPDPC,&sy=2017&ey=2024&ssm=0&scsm=1&scc=0&ssd=1&ssc=0&sic=0&sort=country&ds=.&br=1
http://www.fao.org/figis/servlet/SQServlet?file=/usr/local/tomcat/8.5.16/figis/webapps/figis/temp/hqp_8544527635194517057.xml&outtype=html
http://www.fao.org/figis/servlet/SQServlet?file=/usr/local/tomcat/8.5.16/figis/webapps/figis/temp/hqp_8544527635194517057.xml&outtype=html
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Republic of Kyrgyzstan 

(Oral presentation) 

Description of the state of inland fisheries 

The commercial fishery in the Kyrgyz Republic, after the ban (Law of the Kyrgyz Republic "On the 
prohibition of the production, transportation, purchase, sale and export of valuable and endemic fish  
species populated in the Issyk-Kul and Son-Kul lakes" dated August 4, 2008 No. 191 (as amended Law 
of the Kyrgyz Republic of March 03, 2009 No. 73) for fishing in the Issyk-Kul and Son-Kul lakes, was 
carried out mainly in large fishery reservoirs developed by fishery: the Toktogul, Kirov, Orto-Tokoi and 
Bazar-Korgon ones. The main commercial fish species in reservoirs and lakes are Issyk-Kul trout (Sevan 
trout or gegarkuni), fera, pelyad, Common carp (sazan), bream, tench, pike-perch, grass carp, silver carp, 
marinka. 

Before the introduction of the fishing ban, about 30 fishing entities had been engaged in commercial 
fishery. The most important problems of this fisheries sector are the lack of incentives to invest in high-
performance fishing equipment and logistics, as well as poaching, which depletes fish resources. To 
date, commercial fishing in large fishery reservoirs has not been carried out. 

Such measures, as release (stocking) of salmonid, coregonoid and cyprinid juveniles into lakes Issyk-
Kul, Son-Kul, Orto-Tokoy reservoir and other water bodies of the Kyrgyz Republic have been 
conducted. 

Recreational and sport fishing 

Fishing under the issued permits (fishing cards and tickets) is carried out in the Chu, Naryn, Talas, Kara-
Darya rivers and their tributaries, as well as in other rivers (in quantity of above 30 in total). The fish 
species of amateur and sport fishing are 15 ones, of which 2 are limited valuable species (Amu-Darya 
trout and freshwater osman). 

The total catch of fish in the country's waters in 2019 for amateur and sport fishing and for controlled 
(artificial) reproduction amounted to less than ten tons (data from the Fisheries Department on sold 
fishing cards and tickets for trout and osman). 

Services of amateur and sport fishing are provided by 8 regional public organizations that are part of the 
structure of the Union of Societies of Hunters and Fishers of the Kyrgyz Republic. The total number of 
anglers (including the rural population) engaged in amateur and sport fishing is more than 100 000 
people. 

The most pressing issues of this sector of fisheries have been: the reduction of fish resources in rivers 
and tributaries, owing to the growing demand for this type of recreation and the intensification of the 
fishing itself; as well as weak control over fishing by the state bodies, authorized in the field of 
environmental protection, responsible for the regulation of fisheries activities. 

Description of the status of aquaculture 

Pond fish culture is the main and most productive area of modern aquaculture in the Kyrgyz Republic. 

Stocked water bodies: 

Lakes Issyk-Kul, Son-Kul, 
Orto-Tokoy reservoir, etc. 

The number of released juveniles of fera, Common carp-
sazan, Issyk-Kul trout, million pcs. 

2020 9 months of 2021 

Total: 11 040 17 600 
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The total area of the pond water reserve currently amounts to 1 020 ha, including 825 ha intended for 
fattening, and 195 ha for rearing. Pond fish culture is based on the polyculture of rainbow trout, carp 
and herbivorous fish species. The primary fish production capacities are concentrated in the Issyk-Kul, 
Chui and Osh regions, where more than 75 percent of all fish is produced. 

The potential of pond fish culture in the country with the existing water resources of ponds and 
compliance with fisheries and biological normative standards can amounted to 600 tons of marketable 
fish per year. 

Hundreds of private enterprises are currently involved in pond fish culture. 

The most significant problems of pond farms, along with high wear and tear of equipment, inefficient 
logistics and financing problems, are associated with a more complicated production process, that 
requires stable financing and qualified specialists. This aquaculture sector proper development requires 
the use of special compound feeds, high-quality fish stocking material (compliant with standards), 
sophisticated special equipment for incubating of eggs, rearing of fish stocking material and marketable 
fish, conducting of fish breeding and reclamation activities, etc. 

In fish farms, the problems of production intensifying, renewing and maintaining the number of 
broodstock and replacement, applying of organic and mineral fertilizers, etc. so far have been poorly 
addressed. The lack of laboratories for analyzing the oxygen content in water, determining the acidity, 
alkalinity of water, etc. as well are problems of urgency.  The matters of protecting the interests of 
fisheries entities at discharging water from reservoirs, created for irrigation or hydropower purposes, 
also have not been resolved. 

Cage fish culture is one of the most promising areas of fish farming for the Kyrgyz Republic and is 
characterized by high economic efficiency. The most favorable water and climatic conditions for its 
development are available on Lake Issyk-Kul, water bodies of the Naryn cascade of hydroelectric power 
plants (HPP) and other water bodies. 

Other water bodies suitable for cage fish culture are practically have not been developed (with the 
exception of the Kurpsay reservoir, where this kind of fish farming is used). The activity of cage fish 
farms in the most promising for cage fish culture reservoirs of the Naryn HPP cascade is associated with 
the need to adapt the production technology to water and climatic conditions (wind and wave regimes, 
temperature and water flow) and to a large amplitude of seasonal fluctuations in the water level, tied to 
the water discharge for electricity production. 

A significant barrier for the growth of commercial fish production is the lack of specialized enterprises 
in the country involved in production of full-fledged fish feeds, economically affordable for fisheries 
entities. The cost of feed purchasing is a major part of the current production expenditures. Farmers are 
forced to either use expensive imported feeds, or buy domestically produced feeds of low-quality, that 
negatively affects the growth, weight and quality of fish. 

The development of aquaculture is also hampered by small fish processing capacities and unresolved 
logistics problems of the fast delivery of high-quality fresh and live fish products to large settlements. 

Dynamics of commercial fish production in the Kyrgyz Republic * 

Years 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 9 months 
of 2021 

Marketable fish, 
tons 2 020,0 2 138,4 2 577,0 3 028,4 5 139,7 4 871,6 

*data of the Department of Fisheries MoAFI&LRofKR 
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In connection with the lack of a specialized laboratory for fish diseases in the Republic, there have not 
been conducted diagnostics and study of parasitical, virological and bacterial fish diseases. Also, there 
are not any available guides or manuals that could allow to objectively reveal the causes of infectious 
diseases, which in turn complicates the work of veterinarians, fish farmers, fish biologists /ichthyologists 
studying fish diseases. The fish farms of the Republic have to increase the production of fish stocking 
material and marketable fish, for that it is urgent to increase the fish productivity of reservoirs, among 
others, by reducing losses caused by various fish diseases. For the successful organization of the diseases 
control, it is necessary to create a properly equipped ichthyopathological laboratory, that, firstly, should 
allow to reveal fish diseases occurred in the ponds and water bodies of the Republic, and assess the 
spread of the diseases. Fish diseases often lead to mass mortality of fish, causing a significant damage 
to fish farms. Transfer of fish (breeders, fry, eggs) from a reservoir to a pond, without taking into account 
the parasitic aspects, is often accompanied by the transfer of parasites. As well, the fish introduced into 
a new water body can catch some local parasitic infections and die. 

On the basis of the laboratory, it will be possible to conduct training in the fundamentals of 
ichthyopathology, advanced training for fish breeders (farmers), conduct practical exercises for students, 
and arrange scientific work in the field of fish diseases. 
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Republic of Tajikistan 
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Republic of Turkey 
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Republic of Kazakhstan 

(Oral Presentation) 

Let me welcome you on behalf of the Ministry of Ecology, Geology and Natural Resources of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan and as well on my own behalf and thank the Turkish side for the invitation to 
take part in the Seventh Session of the Central Asian and Caucasus Regional Fisheries and Aquaculture 
Commission (CACFish). 

As it is known, the goal of CACFish is to foster development, conservation, rational management and 
efficient use of aquatic biological resources, as well as the sustainable development of aquaculture in 
Central Asia and the Caucasus. 

I would like to note that strengthening cooperation, gaining new knowledge and experience in fisheries 
and aquaculture is a priority for us. 

Holding this session is a unique opportunity for us to be aware of projects in the field of fisheries in 
other countries. 

Up to date our Ministry has been undertaking systematic efforts on the development of fisheries. One of 
the key tasks is to create favorable conditions for the development of fish farming. 

In the Address of the Head of State Kassym-Jomart Tokayev to the people of Kazakhstan on September 
1, 2020, he noted that it was necessary to pay focused attention to the development of the fisheries 
industry in the country. 

In this regard, the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan adopted the Fisheries Development 
Program for 2021 - 2030. The main target of which is to increase the volume of farmed fish production 
from nine thousand to 270 thousand tons by 2030. 

In Kazakhstan, over the past five years, the volume of cultured fish has increased from 700 to 9 000 
tons. The ongoing reforms to improve aquaculture are due to the great potential for aquaculture 
development. For example, six zones of pond fish farming have been identified on the territory of the 
country out of seven available fishery zones.  

At present there exist a substantial potential for the exchange of experience and the implementation of 
joint projects. I am sure that this platform will contribute to the development of cooperation between the 
organizations of our countries. 

The Ministry of Ecology, Geology and Natural Resources of the Republic of Kazakhstan intends to 
enhance cooperation, as well as to make every effort to join CACFish. 

Thank you for your attention!  







https://rosstat.gov.ru/
https://gks.ru/bgd/regl/b20_13/Main.htm
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Ukraine 

(Oral Presentation) 

Dear Chairman, dear participants! 

First of all, I would like to express my gratitude to the Central Asian and Caucasus Regional Fisheries 
and Aquaculture Commission for the opportunity to take part in activities of the Seventh Session, and 
also to pay special tribute to the Turkish side for the excellent organization and hospitality. 

Considering the aspects of sector-specific policy in Ukraine, it should be noted that the modern dynamic 
world imposes its own requirements for food products and their sources of origin. And in such 
conditions, it is natural that the state policy in the field of fisheries should correspond to modern trends. 

The impact of climate change and pollution control, methods of protecting the health of aquaculture 
target species and early diagnosis of diseases, improving data collection, eradication of poaching are 
part of the list of problems to be addressed by the state policy of Ukraine.  

Climatic change poses a serious effect on the status of natural aquatic ecosystems of the Azov-Black 
Sea basin. The environmental characteristics of the aquatic habitat are variable, which in some cases 
leads to negative changes in the species composition of the biological resources of the seas. In particular, 
in recent years, we have seen a growing pressure from invasive species such as sea snails (rapana) and 
ctenophore Mnemiopsis leidyi (comb jelly). The former species is a pronounced predator that suppresses 
the populations of other mollusks, while the massive development of the latter leads to a serious 
undermining of the food supply for planktivorous fish. With the manifestation of global warming trends 
in the marine waters of Ukraine, the negative impact of comb jelly has also increased. 

All these problems indicate that an objective assessment of the prospects for fisheries and natural 
environment for aquaculture at present is feasible only with the provision of a high-quality and in-depth 
study of the impact of climate change on the aquatic ecosystems. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought along new challenges for fisheries, which require urgent solutions 
to support enterprises in the sector of fisheries and aquaculture, in particular, the development of 
financial support instruments and the socio-economic adaptation of fishers to new conditions. 

To implement the tasks, afflicting the industry, the Strategy for the Development of the Fisheries of 
Ukraine for the period up to 2030 has been developed. 

In plans of implementing measures to prevent IUU fishing, Ukraine is taking steps to accede to the 
Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unaccountable and 
Unregulated Fishing, as well as to establish a national system for confirming the legal origin of fish 
products. Moreover, the process of improving the national governance system for recreational fishing is 
underway, since in Ukraine this type of aquatic biological resources use is really wide-scale, sometimes 
comparable to commercial fishing on a scale of its influence on the exploited species of aquatic 
biological resources. 

In the aquaculture sector, efforts have been made to improve the system of data collection. The sector-
specific form for collecting information on aquaculture production will be as close to FAO standards as 
possible. 

A promising issue in Ukraine is the Allocated Zones for Aquaculture (AZA) in the coastal area of the 
seas. Despite all the difficulties associated with the fact that the planning and creation of such zones 
implies close interdepartmental cooperation and harmonization of the approaches for various ministries, 
we are fully aware of that without settling this issue it will be difficult to achieve tangible positive shifts 
in the development of mariculture in Ukraine. 

In context of research projects, conferences, workshops, it should be noted that Ukraine, in line with 
other Black Sea countries, has been involved in the GFCM BlackSea4Fish project, which comprises 
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