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A MESSAGE FROM THE MOUNTAIN PARTNERSHIP SECRETARIAT COORDINATOR

A MESSAGE FROM THE MOUNTAIN
PARTNERSHIP SECRETARIAT COORDINATOR

he year 2018 was one of action for the Mountain Partnership.
From working with communities, engaging with policy-
makers, producing knowledge and building capacities,
Mountain  Partnership members applied themselves
energetically to creating positive change, building
partnerships and raising the visibility of mountains worldwide.

The Annual Report shows the diversity of the Mountain Partnership
members work, which during the year ranged from introducing a national
law for organic agriculture in Kyrgyzstan to safeguarding indigenous food
systems in mountains, and training young guides in the mountainous Swat

Yuka Makino, i i
@FAO/Roberto Cenciarelli region of Pakistan.

In 2018, the Mountain Partnership s constituency grew to 353 members, with 60 governments, 16 intergovernmental
organizations and 277 major group organizations committed to working together with the common goal of achieving
sustainable mountain development around the world.

The Mountain Partnership called for action on targeted investments, sustainable production and diversi cation of
food systems, strengthening skills and value chains and mountain related policies.

Thanks to the e orts of our members, more than 100 events in 35 countries were held during International Mountain
Day, with over 13 000 tweets using the hashtag #MountainsMatter.

The Mountain Partnership is made up of all of us, and as | conclude my rst year as Coordinator of the Mountain
Partnership Secretariat, | see a strong community with diverse backgrounds, perspectives and experiences.

For the next years, the Mountain Partnership Secretariat s vision is to strengthen the engagement and ownership of
the Partnership for all members. To this end, the Secretariat is working with members to conduct outreach beyond
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the traditional constituency, forge strategic alliances and connect with friends of mountains who can convey key
messages into new arenas.

With this aim, over the past year the Secretariat has launched the #MountainsMatter campaign, a social media
movement that can rally support for mountains and mountain peoples, engage a greater and more diverse global
audience, and speak to policy-makers.

Advocacy at global, regional and local levels continues to be one of the Mountain Partnership Secretariats great
strengths. Together with member governments, in 2018 the Secretariat worked on implementing the Framework for
Action to mainstream mountains in the 2030 Agenda, with events at the High-Level Political Forum in New York, USA
and at the World Mountain Forum in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.

The Secretariat organized courses on sustainable mountain development and agrobiodiversity, and held a workshop
on the Mountain Green Cover Index to strengthen members expertise. Communications activities ensured that the
Mountain Partnership made the headlines in major national and international news outlets around the world, and that
our members stories received wide visibility.

The year 2019 will be a crucial one for highlighting climate change action, and mountains need to be part of the
discussion. In July, the High-Level Political Forum reviewed, among others, Sustainable Development Goal 13 on
climate action and in September, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres will convene a summit to advance action
for this agenda. Importantly, the Secretary General will present a report on sustainable mountain development at the
upcoming session of the General Assembly a chance for all our members to highlight what has been achieved and
provide recommendations to countries.

Moving forward, the Mountain Partnership Secretariat will continue to support members work at local and global
levelsinan e ort to build resilient mountain communities and environments through targeted actions.

Yuka Makino

Coordinator of the Mountain Partnership
Secretariat
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Mainstreaming

mountains

he Mountain Partnership Secretariat (MPS)
promoted advocacy and awareness-raising
activities at the global, regional and
national level in 2018 to ensure that
mountains and their peoples were kept high
on the international agenda.
Progress was achieved in reporting on
Sustainable Development Goal 15 through a
session on mountains at an expert group meeting
organized in New York in May by the Division for
Sustainable Development Goals of the United
Nations Department of Economic and Social A airs,
and through a side event at the High-Level Political
Forum held in New York in July.

The Secretariat took part in many events to
increase the visibility of mountains around the
world. It pressed for national policies that target
sustainable mountain development at the Global
Mountain Safeguard Research Conference in
Bolzano, Italy in October.

In November, during the International Centre for
Integrated Mountain Development s International
Consultative Workshop, the MPS advocated for

sound statistical global data for mountains to inform
policy-makers.

Targeted interventions on mitigation and adaptation
to climate change in mountains were highlighted
at several side events during the Katowice Climate
Change Conference the 24th Conference of the
Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change in December 2018.

The MPS provided key messages on strengthening
value chains as an entry point for economic
development in mountains at an event organized
by the Swiss Centre for Mountain regions in Berne,
Switzerland during International Mountain Day
(11 December).

During 2018, the Mountain Partnership Secretariat
also supported the work of transboundary mechanisms
for mountains, such as the Andean Mountain Initiative.

Together with members, the Secretariat provided
input to documents such as the Kigali Outcomes -
Second African Regional Mountains Forum, A Call
for Mountains from the World Mountain Forum in
Bishkek, and the Nova Friburgo Charter.
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Mountainsinthe
spotlightfor the
2030 Agenda

High priority was given to the Framework for Action for
Implementing the 2030 Agenda for Mountains, which
members agreed upon in 2017. Currently, two regional
processes in Asia and Latin America are being promoted
to ensure the commitment of Mountain Partnership (MP)
countries in mainstreaming mountain issues through
workshops, a review of national laws, Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) monitoring, and support to the
preparation of Voluntary National Reviews.

One important step towards increasing the visibility of
mountain issues in national processes linked to the 2030
Agenda came in July 2018 with the Leading Sustainable
Mountain Development event, which was held on the
sidelines of the High-L evel Political Forumon Sustainable
Development in New York. This event was hosted
by the Principality of Andorra, and co-organized by
the Mountain Partnership Secretariat, FAO, the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) - Global
Environment Facility (GEF) Small Grants Programme
and the Governments of Argentina, Chile, Italy and
Switzerland. Commitments were made to promote
dialogue between mountain communities and
governments to enable e ective interventions, and to
build a coalition of key mountain governments within the
Mountain Partnership.
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The World Mountain Forum 2018
" UCA/Alma Uzbekova




MAINSTREAMING MOUNTAINS

e Mountain
Green Cover Index

The Mountain Partnership Secretariat
is the custodian agency of Sustainable
Development Goal Target 15.4 the
only target that is entirely dedicated
to conserving mountain ecosystems: By 2030,
ensure the conservation of mountain ecosystems,
including their biodiversity.
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The Mountain Green Cover Index (MGCI) is
designed to measure changes of green vegetation
in mountain areas, such as agricultural areas,
pastures, forests, shrubs and trees.

As part of e orts to monitor progress, the
MPS has developed the Mountain Green Cover
Index, a tool to show how mountain ecosystems
evolve, and to assess their state of conservation
and health.

A baseline was built in 2017 with a global
accuracy of 99 percent. Since December 2017, all
countries have been requested to validate their
data and improve the accuracy of the indicator at
the national level.

In November 2018, a second workshop held at
FAO headquarters in Rome introduced participan-
ts from 17 countries to the MGCI, and trained them
to use Collect Earth, an open source software

developed by FAO and Google to monitor global
land use and cover.

Of those 17 countries, four validated the indicator
(Brazil, Costa Rica, Serbia and Turkey), while ve
more are currently undergoing the validation
process. In addition, a guide explaining in detail how
the indicator was calculated, as well as how to use
Collect Earth, was presented at the workshop. The
guide is available on the MP website.

Throughout the year, remote assistance was
provided to all countries that requested it. In
collaboration with FAO technical experts, the
MPS is working on a data validation process using
Collect Earth Online.

A new coalition for
fragile ecosystems

This year laid the foundation for a new global
alliance bringing together vulnerable communities
living in fragile ecosystems such as mountains
and islands, to ensure the protection of their
environments. A 2018-2020 strategy paper for the
Coalition for Fragile Ecosystems, developed by the
Mountain Partnership Secretariat and Global Island
Partnership, de ned the Coalition as a mechanism
to speed up progress on the achievement of the
2030 Agenda by adopting a common approach
to raising global attention supported by tangible
commitments.



SPOTLIGHT

Youth highlight mountain issues

delegation from the Utah International

Mountain Forum (UIMF), a coalition of

student clubs at Utah Valley University (UVU)

committed to encouraging sustainable

mountain development helped to raise

global awareness of issues a ecting
mountain women at the 62nd session of the Commission
on the Status of Women (CSW62), held at the United Nations
Headquarters in March 2018. The group highlighted issues
a ecting mountain women, who are among the poorest in the
world and the most vulnerable to challenges such as climate
change and outmigration.

In the run-up to the same session, a joint written
statement by the Russian Academy of Natural Sciences
and The Mountain Institute, together with the Utah China
Friendship Improvement Sharing Hands and Development
and Commerce, was accepted by the UN Secretariat for
presentation during the event. The statement focused
on the international community s lack of attention to the
challenges faced by mountain women, and on the crucial role
of the Mountain Partnership in achieving the three mountain
targets of the Sustainable Development Goals.

Student delegates of Utah Valley University at the UN, New York
* FAO/UIMF/Carlos Alarco
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Declarations and
Callsfor Actions for
Mountainsin 2018

At the Second Africa Regional Mountains Forum,
held in Kigali, Rwanda in September 2018, the
patricipants pledged to support sustainable
mountain development initiatives. The Kigali
outcomes document charters the way forward
for sustainable mountain development in Africa.

Participants at the World Mountain Forum
held in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan in October 2018
published a Call for Mountains, a declaration
with a series of recommendations to promote
sustainable mountain development.

Participants attending Mountains 2018, as part
of International Mountain Day celebrations in
Nova Friburgo, Brazil held in December 2018,
issued a charter, with recommendations to
conserve mountain ecosystems facing challenges
as a result of climate change, mass tourism and
unsustainable economic activities.

Also at Mountains 2018, an agreement was
reached to launch the Network for Research
on Mountain Environments of Latin America
and the Caribbean. The Mountain Partnership
Secretariat committed to provide support,

The World Mountain Forum 2018
" UCA/Alma Uzbekova

including communication, engaging with other
organizations and raising funds.
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SPOTLIGHT

Kyrgyzstan
Parliamentto
passorganic
agriculture law

Thanks to the lobbying e orts of BIO-KG Federation
of Organic Development-Kyrgyzstan, an organic law
has been promoted and is currently going through
parliament in Kyrgyzstan. The written dra states that
farmers should not use any agrochemicals, pesticides
(toxic chemicals), synthetic substances, hormones,
growth regulators, feed additives, genetically modified
organisms, antibiotics or other additives, and only use
organic certified products for plant protection and
fertilizer. The law proposes certification procedures and
keeping aregister of organic producers.

Mountain products of Central Asia
= Agency of Development Initiatives &The Federation

of Organic Development Bio-KG
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Andean countries
support
mechanism

for sustainable
mountain
development

With the help of the Consortium for Sustainable
Development of the Andean Ecoregion (CONDESAN), UN
Environment and the Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation (SDC), seven countries (Argentina, Bolivia,
Peru, Ecuador, Chile, Colombia and Venezuela), promote
the development of sustainable activities. The Andean
Mountain Initiative (AMI) carries out projects that target
vulnerable Andes ecosystems impacted by climate
change, such as the sustainable management of forests
and water resources. The work of the AMI has been
based on the Regional Action Plan for the Sustainable
Development of Mountains (Plan de Tucuman) that is
being implemented with a focus on climate change
through the Strategic Agenda on Adaptation to Climate
Change in the Andes. Projects also include the EcoAndes
initiative, which helps to protect critical High-Andean
ecosystems by multiplying environmental and carbon
benefits. The Andean Initiative has evolved into a fully-
fledged mechanism for transboundary cooperation
where this diverse collaboration allows strategies and
policies to be implemented at national, regional and
international levels.

A committee
for sustainable
mountain
developmentin
Argentina

The Committee for the Sustainable Development
of Mountainous Regions in Argentina acts as an
institutional mechanism for dialogue and multilevel
coordination for the sustainable management
of mountain ecosystems. The committee aims
contribute to the institutional strengthening
of actors involved in mountains through the
dissemination of information and the creation of
networks. In particular, trainings were conducted
for experts in the provinces of NOA (Jujuy La Rioja
and Catamarca) using mapping so ware and
satellite images as a tool in sustainable mountain
research and biodiversity conservation. Mountain
schools in the province of Mendoza, through the FAO
TeleFood project, set up school gardens to increase
the knowledge and valuation of local biodiversity in
mountain regions.

Andean-Peruvian women wait for beginning of sustainable mountain
discussion on agrobiodiversity
= FAO/ Lizet_Aguilar



Euromontana looks atsolutionsin
mountains across Europe

Mountain Partnership member Euromontana has
collaborated with the European Commission and
the European Parliament to bring mountains to the
forefront. Euromontana and its members participated
actively in negotiations in the reform of the common
agricultural policy (CAP), mainly in topics related to
rural development and shed light on the importance of
the sustainable development of mountains in Europe.

10

The year 2018 marked Euromontanas 20 years of
bringing together various actors from the mountain
areas in Europe through the European Mountain
Convention. Social cohesion was the theme of the 2018
event Cultural Heritage as an Engine for Creativity,
Innovation and Socioeconomic Development of
Mountain areas which took place in Romania.



Africa Regional Mountains Forum
promotes plan for sustainable mountain

development

The Africa Regional Mountains Forum (ARMF) has
implemented a programme called the Sustainable
Mountain Development for Global Change (SMD4GC) in
Africa, coordinated by the Albertine Ri Conservation
Society (ARCOS), with funding from the Swiss Agency
for Development and Cooperation. The Forum was
launched in September 2018 in Kigali, Rwanda, and
a Secretariat was created through a Memorandum of
Understanding with the Government of Uganda. ARMF is

Le : GlenRoy , United Kingdom *FAO/Tomek Kozlowski
Bottom: African Regional Mountains Forum group photo in Kigali, Rwanda ~ ARMF-2018

avoluntary partnership that involves governments, civil
society organizations, academics and the private sector
who share commitment to sustainable management,
use and conservation of mountain ecosystems and
the increased wellbeing of mountain people. A main
output of the forum was the Kigali Outcomes document,
in which ARMF members endorsed and adopted a
constitution and a three-year implementation strategy
for sustainable mountain development.




Sharin
knowledge
and
solutions

n 2018, the Mountain Partnership Secretariat promoted
and supported collaboration, innovative approaches
and promising practices among members to create and
share knowledge, in particular on indigenous issues,
mountain agriculture and climate change.

Indigenous
peoplesand local
communities

Most of the worlds mountain chains are home to
indigenous peoples and local communities whose
livelihood strategies, food systems and cultural
identities are closely linked to their mountain
environments. These peoples are the custodians of the

Woman basket weaver displaying final bamboo product in Nepal
" FAO/Abadia C@line
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mountain chains where they live, but they
are also the first to be a ected by climate
change, unsustainable development and
other destructive processes that are
transforming mountains and watersheds
around the globe.

Mapping indigenous
Mmountain peoples

In 2018, the MPS Ilaunched a map
of indigenous peoples and local
communities living in mountain areas,
to provide greater visibility to mountain
peoples, charting the world s mountain
chains, but also the cultures and food
systems of the people who live there.
Connected to a database, the map serves
as a live repository of shared knowledge
and best practices for indigenous
communities living in mountain areas
around the world. The two most
important sources of information for
developing this tool have been the Global
Mountain Biodiversity Assessment
Mountain Portal, which provides the
polygons defining the world s mountain
chains, and LandMark, which o ers a
large volume of reliable information on
the location of indigenous territories.
The FAO Indigenous Peoples Team and a

range of indigenous organizations have
supplied valuable information regarding
the environmental and sociocultural
significance of specific mountains and
mountain chains.

Safeguarding
indigenous food
systems

A Mountain Partnership session held
during the High-Level Expert Seminar
on Indigenous Food Systems organized
in November 2018 at FAO headquarters
produced a series of recommendations
aimed at conserving and promoting the
foods of indigenous peoples, many of
whom live in mountain areas. The panel
called for implementation of traditional
knowledge in the education system,
the need for community organization in
mountain regions to overcome limited
production and ensure product quality,
and the importance of labelling products
to improve their sales. Also highlighted
was the need for a specific marketing
strategy for mountain products, and
the importance of conserving forests
in  mountains since these are the
foundation for mountain food systems.

High-Level Expert Seminar on Indigenous Food Systems
" FAO/Alessia_Pierdomenic

Kurut snowballs made from dried yogurt in Kyrgyzstan
" FAO/Alma_Uzbekova
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SHARING KNOWLEDGE AND SOLUTIONS

Mountain
agriculture

Mountain agriculture is an essential building block for
sustainable development, poverty alleviation, food
security and nutrition. It is o en highly biodiverse,
based on family farming, small-scale and inherently
green. By sharing expertise and innovation in 2018, the
Mountain Partnership Secretariat called for sustainable
production and diversification of food systems, and
ensured that the potential of mountain agriculture in
improving local economies was flagged at key events,
fairs and workshops.

An International Workshop and Regional Expert
Consultation on mountain agriculture and food
security and nutrition governance, held 30 October-1
November 2018 in Beijing, and organized by FAO, the
Mountain Partnership and partners, resulted in the
forging of strong partnerships to move the mountain
agriculture agenda forward through a sustainable food
system approach. The event, known as the Mountain
Consultation, shared success stories on mountain
agriculture and food systems, including production,
post-harvest management, marketing, consumption
and governance, and identified solutions for addressing
common challenges. A session on Promoting Integrated
Value Chain and Market Access for Mountain Products
presented the Mountain Partnership Products initiative,
which taps into the niche market for high-quality
mountain products. At the close of the Mountain
Consultation, a set of recommendations on sustainable

14

mountain agriculture was dra ed, based on discussions
between the panel of experts.

e International
Symposiumon Agricultural
Innovation for Family
Farmers

MP member Organic World and Fair Future was among
540 participants at this FAO-organized symposium
and innovation fair, which showcased case studies
of agricultural innovation by family farmers around
the world. Through the brokering of the Mountain
Partnership Secretariat, production of Nepali Jumla
mixed beans a Mountain Partnership Product was
selected as one of 20 success stories of agricultural
innovation from the fair booklet, which highlights
how innovation in agriculture can play a key role in
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.

Climate change

Mountains are under threat from climate change, with
far-reaching and o en devastating consequences.
Declines in the volume of mountain glaciers and shi s
in their seasonal melting patterns have an impact
on water resources in lowland areas, a ecting food
production, irrigation and drinking supplies. Mountain
people, already among the hungriest on the planet,
are facing increasing hardships, o en migrating in



SPOTLIGHT

Hand threshing
purplerice in the
Ri-Bhoiwatershed,
Meghalaya

= FAO/Kalyan_Paul

search of a better life. The Mountain Partnership
seeks to build the resilience of mountain communities

by strengthening skills and value chains, protecting
agrobiodiversity, ensuring targeted investments and
promoting mountain related policies.

In 2018, the Mountain Partnership Secretariat and
the UNDP-GEF Small Grants Programme launched a
joint initiative to promote mountain products with the
aim of improving the lives of mountain peoples and
conserving mountain environments in the context
of climate change. The programme was announced
during celebrations for International Mountain Day 2018
at an event focusing on the theme, Tackling Climate
Change and Building Resilience for Mountain and Rural
Communities, cohosted by the Permanent Missions of
Andorra, Austria, Canada and Kyrgyzstan together with
FAO and UNDP. December 2018 also saw the launch of
a new pilot project between the MPS, the Ministry of
Tourism of the Philippines and Slow Food to build the
resilience of vulnerable smallholder farmer communities
by connecting them with tourism service providers.

Combating climate
change with
cultural heritage
tourism

The climate is changing, on the spectacular rice terraces
that have provided livelihoods to the mountain dwelling
Ifugao ethnic group for as long as anyone can remember.
Here in the northern Philippines, typhoons are becoming
alarmingly frequent, damaging the heirloom rice variety
called tinawon, a rare aromatic variety that can only be
planted and harvested once a year.

Soil fertility is also declining, threatening food security,
and many families are turning to imported rice varieties,
which are easier to grow, or are abandoning their rice
paddies altogether, moving to the cities to find work.

Appo Limmat touring her rice paddies in Ifugao, Philippines
" FAO/Michelle_Geringer
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Anna, an elderly rice farmer whose children have
moved away, is being helped to stay on in the place
where she has lived all her life by becoming involved in
an unusual blend of food and tourism. A pilot, designed
by the Mountain Partnership Secretariat, together
with Slow Food International and the Philippines
Department of Tourism-Cordillera Administrative
Region, is bringing visitors to this remote mountain
area, drawn by the dramatic landscapes and the
ancientrice variety that grows here.

Taking tourists to see the rice terraces now provides
Anna, real name Appo Limmat, with a valuable
supplement to her income. The visitors can also stay
overnight and eat the traditional rice dishes in family
homes or local restaurants.

This Food & Tourism for Mountain Development
initiative, aimed at promoting linkages between high-
value mountain products and ecotourism services, is
having a real impact on the lives of the Ifugao community
and the rich local agrobiodiversity. While preserving
ancient varieties, such as tinawon, the pilot seeks to
supportinnovative producers and uncover potential new
products, creating and improving local livelihoods and
promoting rural development in the process.

For Anna, and those around her, that means a chance
to stay on despite climate change, benefitting from the
strong potential that sustainably managed tourism can
o er in mountain regions. As well as boosting the local
economy, this brand of cultural heritage tourism also
encourages mountain communities to place a premium
on their unique biodiversity, such as the heirloom tinawon
rice that visitors now travel so far to see and taste.

16

Top and bottom:

Appo Limmat touring
her rice paddies in the
Philippines

= FAO/Michelle_Geringer



SPOTLIGHT

Vanishing glaciers
campaign

" Mountain Research
Initiative (MRI)

Spotlight on climate change:
#VanishingGlaciers campaign

#VanishingGlaciers was an evidence-based communications
campaign that ran on social media during the 24th Conference
of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (COP24) in 2018 to highlight the large-
scale environmental transformation occurring in the world s
mountains as glaciers melt and to call for tougher action on
emissions to mitigate their loss.

The #VanishingGlaciers campaign brought together the
mountain research community involved in the Sustainable
Mountain Development for Global Change (SMD4GC)
programme, funded by the Swiss Agency for Development
and Cooperation, condensing research into the campaign s 10
key messages: which are also being addressed as part of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change s Special Report
on the Ocean and Cryosphere in a Changing Climate, and its
Sixth Assessment Report.

These key messages were used to design social media
cards, with striking images selected to illustrate the text.
The cards were then posted across the social media
channels of SMD4GC partners. Each post used the hashtag
#VanishingGlaciers, and directed the audience to a dedicated
web page (www.blogs-mri.org/mountain-glaciers-vanishing-
sources-of-water-life), containing further information, references
and a downloadable flyer. The campaign was widely shared on
social media and was featured in the COP24 media coverage.
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