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PREAMBLE

The production and dissemination of knowledge lie at the core of the work of the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations (FAO) with the aim of eradicating hunger, eliminating poverty and promoting economic and social
development. According to Article 1 of its Constitution, FAO “shall collect, analyse, interpret, and disseminate information
related to nutrition, food and agriculture”. To encourage the wide use, reproduction and dissemination of the intellectual
property that it produces, the Organization published its first Open Access policy for publications in 2018, followed by the
policy on Open Data Licensing for Statistical Databases in 2020, and the FAO Policy on Intellectual Property Rights in 2023.

This revised Open Data policy, which is issued concurrently with the revised Open Access policy for publications, reflects
FAQ’s ongoing commitment to open licensing principles and to the broad and unrestricted sharing of its knowledge in the
form of global public goods for maximal impact, leaving no one behind. It applies to FAO statistical databases which,
together, represent the most extensive and reliable evidence base on food and agriculture in the world.

OPEN DATA LICENSING RATIONALE AND DEFINITIONS!?

“Open data” is associated with sets of principles whose aim is to maximize the findability, accessibility, interoperability of
data and, therefore, their use, reuse and redistribution for the greatest impact. The absence of an internationally
understood and interoperable data licence represents a significant barrier for data access and undermines the value of
statistical databases for FAO Member Nations. Removing barriers to data access and use increases the opportunity for
researchers, policymakers and other stakeholders to advance science, increase innovation and derive actionable insights,
which can be translated into evidence-based decision-making and improved development outcomes.

Data licensing defines the legal terms under which data can be disseminated, used and shared.

L Formore details, see the International Open Data Charter (https://opendatacharter.net/principles/) and FAIR Data Principles (FAIR Principles - GO FAIR).



https://opendatacharter.net/principles/
https://www.go-fair.org/fair-principles/

Open Data licensing in the context of this Policy refers to the conditions under which FAO applies the Open Data
principles to the use of its data. FAO considers Open Data licensing to be an important practical application of its
commitment to the collection, synthesis, packaging and distribution of FAO statistical data to the world at large, and
particularly the populations of those countries where such knowledge may not be readily accessible. This policy aims
at the application of a suitable Open Data licence to all statistical datasets disseminated through FAO statistical
databases.

POLICY STATEMENTS

This policy applies to FAO statistical databases that are accessible free of charge in machine-readable formats on
FAQO's website (www.FAQ.org), which have been created by the Organization through various data collection, data
acquisition, data processing and/or data generation processes.

This Policy complements the FAO Terms and Conditions for the Reuse of Web Content, the Policy on Open Access for
FAO Publications, and the FAO Policy on Intellectual Property Rights, which may be amended from time to time.

All FAO personnel are responsible for compliance with this Policy. All other rules, policies, procedures and guidelines
addressing specific aspects of licensing for statistical databases must be interpreted and implemented in accordance
with this Policy. In the case of any inconsistency, this Policy prevails.

This Policy is an internal policy that does not provide regulatory guidance for FAO Members.

In accordance with Article 1 of its Constitution, FAO collects data from its Members and partners, primary sources
(e.g. households, farmers) or non-statistical sources (e.g. administrative records, geospatial information) in various
domains related to food and agriculture, including agricultural production, trade, inputs, agricultural emissions, land
use, prices, fishery and aquaculture, food security and nutrition, forestry, and many others. FAO then processes
these data to ensure accuracy, compliance with sound statistical standards, and international comparability before
these are aggregated into statistical outputs (e.g. indicators, tabular data) and disseminated through FAO statistical
databases.

The Organization also collects, processes and/or redistributes publicly available data (e.g. data disseminated by other
UN or international organizations, national governments or intergovernmental bodies) in compliance with national
and institutional policies governing statistical data. The resulting statistical outputs are also disseminated through
FAO statistical databases.

Public use microdata files published by the Organization (e.g. through the Food and Agriculture Microdata Catalogue)
are not included in the scope of this policy.

Annex 1 provides a non-exhaustive list of FAO statistical databases covered by this policy.

All statistical databases created or maintained by FAO, including those listed in Annex 1 and available at
www.FAQ.org, are subject to the FAO Statistical Database Terms of Use.

Since 30 November 2019, and unless otherwise specified, FAO has applied a Creative Commons licence to all
statistical databases it creates or maintains, including those listed in Annex 1 and available at www.FAQ.org.


http://www.fao.org/contact-us/terms/en/
https://openknowledge.fao.org/bitstreams/6e7af061-3928-4c55-99c5-6b5e4cb8e3f0/download
https://openknowledge.fao.org/bitstreams/6e7af061-3928-4c55-99c5-6b5e4cb8e3f0/download
https://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/legal/docs/AC2023.07_.pdf
https://www.fao.org/contact-us/terms/db-terms-of-use/en/
http://www.fao.org./

As of 1 July 2024, all FAO statistical databases, except for some databases made available under more restrictive
terms, are made available under an Attribution 4.0 International Creative Commons licence (CC BY 4.0), available
here. This licence and the FAQ Statistical Database Terms of Use set out the terms and conditions under which FAO
datasets may be accessed, downloaded, adapted and redistributed.

FAO statistical databases published before 30 November 2019 are not licensed under a Creative Commons licence
unless the Creative Commons icon, as shown in Annex 2, is present in the database’s metadata or webpage.

FAO statistical databases may include data provided by a third party that may not be redistributed or reused without
the consent of the original data provider, or that may be subject to terms and conditions which are different from
those of FAO. In such cases, this is noted in the metadata of the database.

FAO divisions or offices that have responsibility for statistical databases covered under this policy must:

¢+ Ensure that statistical data are collected, processed and disseminated in compliance with national and
institutional policies governing statistical data.

¢+ Ensure that accurate and adequate metadata is provided for all FAO statistical databases by referring to FAO
Statistical Database Terms of Use and the licence applied to the databases (using the standardized text provided
in Annex 2, if applicable) and, where applicable, identify data provided by any third party for which different
terms and conditions may apply.

FAQ Statistics Division (ESS) is responsible for:

¢+ Addressing licensing and terms of use queries sent to Chief-Statistician@fao.org concerning FAO statistics, FAO
statistical databases and other data and micro-data-related activities conducted under Article | of the FAO
Constitution, including, but not limited to, their collection, acquisition, compilation, dissemination, terms of use
and, where applicable, licensing through appropriate legal agreements (e.g. data licensing agreements).

¢+ Ensuring that all non-confidential FAO statistical data are disseminated through FAO databases in compliance
with this Policy, in order to guarantee freedom of access to all and for record-keeping purposes.

¢+ Monitoring the creation and publication of new FAO statistical databases and providing assistance as necessary
for the implementation of this policy.

¢+ Leading the review of this Policy, including its annexes and any related terms of use, as needed.

¢+ Ensuring that this Policy is reflected in the terms and conditions to which any reuse of FAO data is subject,
requiring users to comply with the FAO Statistical Database Terms of Use and to ensure that they have obtained
permission to reuse any third-party, non-FAO data that may appear in FAO statistical databases.

All FAO data users must:

¢+ Comply with the applicable licence and FAOQ Statistical Database Terms of Use.

+ Verify if FAO statistical datasets include data provided by any third party for which different terms and conditions
may apply. If needed, contact the copyright owner to obtain permission to reuse any third-party, non-FAO data
that may appear in FAO statistical databases.

¢+ If required, address licensing and terms of use queries concerning FAO statistics, FAO statistical databases and
other data and micro-data-related activities conducted under Article | of the FAO Constitution to Chief-
Statistician@fao.org.



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode.en
https://www.fao.org/contact-us/terms/db-terms-of-use/en/
https://www.fao.org/contact-us/terms/db-terms-of-use/en/
https://www.fao.org/contact-us/terms/db-terms-of-use/en/
Chief-Statistician@fao.org
https://www.fao.org/contact-us/terms/db-terms-of-use/en/
https://www.fao.org/contact-us/terms/db-terms-of-use/en/
Chief-Statistician@fao.org
Chief-Statistician@fao.org

¢ ANNEXES

Statistical databases

Responsible FAO technical unit/division

Agricultural Market Information Systems (AMIS) — Market
Database

AMIS Secretariat (hosted in Trade and Markets Division
[EST]) AMIS-Secretariat@fao.org

AlDmonitor — Overseas development assistance (ODA)
and climate-related development finance databases

(AIDmonitor)

Marketing, Outreach and Reporting Team (PSR)
Aid-Monitor@fao.org

Data in Emergencies Hub (DIEM) — Aggregated data and
indicators only, not microdata

Office of Emergencies and Resilience (OER) data-in-
emergencies@fao.org

Domestic Animal Diversity Information System
(DAD-IS)

Animal Production and Health Division (NSA)
dad-is@fao.org

FAODATA Explorer Statistics Division (ESS)
data-explorer@fao.org
FAOSTAT Statistics Division (ESS)

faostat@fao.org

Fisheries and Aquaculture (FishStat)

Statistics Team of the FAQO Fisheries and Aquaculture
Division (NFISS) Fish-Statistics-Inquiries@fao.org

Global Animal Disease Information System
(EMPRES-i +)

Animal Production and Health Division (NSA)
fao-data@fao.org

Global Information and Early Warning System (GIEWS) —
Food Price Monitoring and Analysis Tool (FPMA)

Trade and Markets Division (EST)
giewsl@fao.org

Global Forest Resources Assessments (FRA)

Forestry Division (NFO) fra@fao.org

Global Individual Food Consumption (FAO/WHO GIFT) -
Aggregated data and indicators only, not microdata

Nutrition and Food Systems Division (ESN) fao-

who-gift@fao.org

Global Information System on Water and Agriculture
(AQUASTAT)

Land and Water Division (NSL)
aquastat@fao.org

Hand-in-Hand (HiH) Geospatial Platform

Digital FAO and Agro-informatics (CSl)
fao-data@fao.org

Water Productivity Portal (WaPOR)

Land and Water Division (NSL)
wapor@fao.org

World Information and Early Warning System on Plant
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (WIEWS)
(WIEWS)

Plant Production and Protection Division (NSP)

WIEWS@fao.org

(o @

This work is made available under the Creative Commons Attribution-4.0 International licence (CC BY 4.0;
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode.en). By using this database, you agree to be bound by the
terms of this licence and the FAQO Statistical Database Terms of Use



https://app.amis-outlook.org/%23/market-database/supply-and-demand-overview
mailto:AMIS-Secretariat@fao.org
https://www.fao.org/aid-monitor/en/
mailto:Aid-Monitor@fao.org
https://data-in-emergencies.fao.org/
mailto:data-in-emergencies@fao.org
mailto:data-in-emergencies@fao.org
https://www.fao.org/dad-is/data/en/
mailto:dad-is@fao.org
https://dataexplorer.fao.org/
mailto:data-explorer@fao.org
http://www.fao.org/faostat/en/#home
mailto:faostat@fao.org
http://www.fao.org/fishery/statistics/en
mailto:Fish-Statistics-Inquiries@fao.org
https://empres-i.apps.fao.org/
mailto:fao-data@fao.org
http://www.fao.org/giews/food-prices/tool/public/
mailto:giews1@fao.org
https://fra-data.fao.org/
mailto:fra@fao.org
http://www.fao.org/gift-individual-food-consumption/data-and-indicator/en/
mailto:fao-who-gift@fao.org
mailto:fao-who-gift@fao.org
http://www.fao.org/nr/water/aquastat/data/query/index.html?lang=en
mailto:aquastat@fao.org
https://data.apps.fao.org/?lang=en
mailto:fao-data@fao.org
https://data.apps.fao.org/wapor/?lang=en
mailto:wapor@fao.org
https://www.fao.org/wiews/data/domains/monitoring-framework/en/
mailto:WIEWS@fao.org
https://www.fao.org/contact-us/terms/db-terms-of-use/en
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General information and support
Statistics-Requests@fao.org

CONTACTS



mailto:Statistics-Requests@fao.org
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode.en

