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Overview

With funding from the Occupied Palestinian Territory Humanitarian Fund, the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAQ) is supporting
200 farming households (approximately 1 120 people) in Deir al-Balah and
Khan Yunis through cash transfers to purchase inputs for the cultivation

of small plots of fresh vegetables. Each participating household receives

USD 2 500 in two instalments: the first upon registration and the second after
FAO verifies that planting has taken place.

In less than half of the project’s timeframe, FAO has already committed the
allocated budget, completing 383 of the planned 400 transfers (two per
household). Despite severe import restrictions and access constraints,

cash assistance remains one of the few viable lifelines for participating
households, enabling them to meet urgent needs with dignity and flexibility.
FAO-supported households are now among the last remaining producers

of fresh vegetables in Gaza, providing vital sources of vitamins, minerals,
protein and fibre.




Achievements and expected results

FAO conducted a post-distribution survey between 29 June
and 5 July 2025, reaching 157 of the 162 participating
households that had received cash assistance in May and
June 2025. The survey produced the following findings:

¢ Cultivated area, crops and projected yields:
Despite severe access constraints, participating
households reported cultivating a range of nutritious
crops and projected meaningful production levels that
could contribute to local food availability and dietary
diversity. More than one-third of households reported
planting vegetable plots averaging 0.1 ha. The most
commonly cultivated crops were eggplant (48 percent
of respondents), hot peppers (25 percent), molokhia
(23 percent), tomatoes (17 percent), cucumbers
(10 percent) and zucchini (6 percent). Projected yields
were as follows: 12 percent of respondents expected
less than 1 tonne, 26 percent expected 1-2 tonnes,
17 percent 2-3 tonnes, another 17 percent 3-4 tonnes
and 28 percent more than 4 tonnes.

e Timely delivery: FAO delivered cash assistance largely
on schedule, with 98 percent of households receiving

their entitlements within the promised timeframe.

While 85 percent accessed the full distribution amount,
some faced barriers due to high transaction and cash
withdrawal fees. Overall, 96 percent of respondents
reported that the assistance improved their conditions.
Without this support, 74 percent indicated they would
have abandoned their land, and 22 percent indicated they
would have become fully reliant on humanitarian aid.
Promoting household- and community-level food
security: Ninety-six percent of respondents intended to
consume at least part of their produce, while 58 percent
planned to share harvest with friends and family. At the
same time, 96 percent expected to sell a portion of their
harvest on local markets, contributing to food availability
in their communities.

Flexible and targeted use of cash assistance:
Respondents reported using the cash in diverse and
targeted ways that directly supported production.
Ninety-six percent purchased critical inputs such as
seeds, fertilizers and tubers; 11.5 percent invested in land
preparation services, including ploughing; and 10 percent
rehabilitated damaged farmland or infrastructure.

Recommendations

e Additional funds are urgently required to scale up
this intervention, enabling FAQ to support farming
households cultivate additional land, restore their
livelihoods and contribute to mitigating famine risks.

e Scaling up support will further demonstrate the
potential of cash assistance as an effective modality
under severe access constraints, reinforcing the case for
broader adoption.

e Cash transfer values should be regularly reviewed and
adjusted to reflect changes in input prices, inflation and
transportation costs borne by participating households.

e Advocacy efforts should be strengthened to enable the
resumption of imports of high-quality agricultural inputs,
given that 60 percent of surveyed households reported
that locally available inputs were either too expensive, of
low quality or both.
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Training, delivered in person or virtually, should
accompany cash-based assistance to help farming
households rehabilitate land and adapt to cultivating
small plots.

Note

1 IPC (Integrated Food Security Phase Classification). 2025. Gaza Strip:

Famine confirmed in Gaza Governorate, projected to expand. Rome.
https://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-website/countries-in-focus-archive/
issue-134/en/
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