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TRADE POLICY REVIEW IN THE COUNTRIES OF EASTERN EUROPE, CAUCASUS AND CENTRAL ASIA

-. TRADE AGREEMENTS

UKRAINE RATIFIED THE UPDATED The Parliament of Ukraine ratified the updated Canada-Ukraine
Free Trade Agreement (CUFTA) on 10 April 2024. The updated
FREE TRADE AGREEMENT CUFTA, which was signed by the President of Ukraine and the
WITH CANADA  Prime Minister of Canada in September 2023, retains unchanged
the provisions of the initial 2017 agreement with regard to market
access for goods, and contains new chapters on cross-border trade
in services, financial services, investment, trade and gender, trade
and small and medium-sized enterprises. The document also includes
updated chapters on digital trade; rules of origin; competition policy;
monopolies and state-owned enterprises; public procurement;
environment; labour; transparency, anti-corruption and responsible
business conduct. Canada completed the ratification of the updated
CUFTA on 20 March 2024. The agreement will enter into force once
the President of Ukraine signs the relevant law.

ukragroconsult.com

KAZAKHSTAN RATIFIES  On 6 May 2024, the President of Kazakhstan signed the relevant law

THE BILATERAL AGREEMENT  ©" the ratification of the agreement between Kazakhstan and Turkiye
. on international combined transportation of goods. The agreement

WITH TURKIYE ON  qims to boost frade between the two countries by simplifying transport

INTERNATIONAL COMBINED  ©f goods, including agricultural goods.
CARGO TRANSPORTATION

ice.it



https://www.me.gov.ua/News/Detail?lang=en-GB&id=fbd16db5-b5c4-444f-8b42-eda80d56d03a&title=RatificationOfCanadaukraineFreeTradeAgreementByTheVerkhovnaRadaWillHelpImproveEconomicRelationsBetweenTheTwoCountries-YuliiaSvyrydenko&isSpecial=true
https://www.ice.it/it/news/notizie-dal-mondo/262474
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-. TRADE AGREEMENTS

UKRAINE INITIATES On 7 May 2024, the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine approved a

draft law on the ratification of the Free Trade Agreement between
THE RATIFICATION PROCESS Ukraine and the Tirkiye. As a next step, the draft law will be submitted
FOR THE FREE TRADE  for ratification to the Parliament of Ukraine, before it is signed by the

AGREEMENT WITH TURK'YE President of the country.

Among other provisions, the Agreement foresees the immediate
elimination by Tirkiye of import duties for about 93.4 percent of
industrial goods and 7.6 percent of agricultural goods. Import duties
for an additional 1.5 percent of industrial goods and 28.5 percent of
agricultural goods will be abolished by Tirkiye, within a transitional
period of 3-7 years, depending on the tariff line.

Ukraine will immediately abolish import duties for about 56 percent
of industrial goods and 11.5 percent of agricultural goods. Import
duties for another 43.2 percent of industrial goods and 53.7 percent
of agricultural goods will be eliminated within a transitional period
of 2-5 years for industrial goods and 2-10 years for agricultural
goods.

gov.ua

THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION  The President of the Russian Federation has signed a fully-fledged
Free Trade Agreement with signed Law on the ratification of the Free

RATIFIED THE FREE TRADE Trade Agreement between the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) and
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE  the Islamic Republic of Iran on 12 June 2024. The Agreement was
EURASIAN ECONOMIC UNION  signed on 25 December 2023 and its main goal is to liberalize and

simplify trade between the EAEU countries and the Islamic Republic
AND THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC ot |rqn by reducing or eliminating tariff and non-tariff barriers.

OF IRAN

en.kremlin.ru



https://www.me.gov.ua/News/Detail?lang=en-GB&id=cac7ad06-0daa-4ad4-90ce-2ece9f37100d&title=GovernmentSupportsRatificationOfTheFreeTradeAgreementBetweenUkraineAndTheRepublicOfTurkey
http://en.kremlin.ru/acts/news/74258
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- INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

UKRAINE AND THE UNITED
ARAB EMIRATES CONCLUDED
NEGOTIATIONS ON THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF A
COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC
PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT

me.gov.ua

On 26 April 2024, a Joint Statement on the conclusion of negotiations
on a Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement was signed
by the Government of Ukraine and the Government of the United
Arab Emirates.

The agreement reached between the two parties lays the foundations
for deeper cooperation in trade, investment, economic, digital and
other areas. The two Parties will now start domestic procedures for
the legal verification of the draft Agreement.

UZBEKISTAN AND TAJIKISTAN
TO SIMPLIFY TRANSIT FREIGHT
TRANSPORTATION

uzdaily.uz

On 18 April 2024, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan signed a protocol on
amendments and additions to the intergovernmental agreement on
international road transport of 2018. According to this protocol,
transit cargo vehicles will be able to freely pass through the
territories of both states without the need to obtain special permits.
This provision will come into force after ratification of the protocol by
both countries.

THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA
AND ITALY SIGNED A
MEMORANDUM OF
UNDERSTANDING TO PROMOTE
COOPERATION IN AGRICULTURE

moldpres.md

On 16 May 2024, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed
between the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry (MAIA) of
the Republic of Moldova and the Ministry of Agriculture, Food
Sovereignty and Forestry of the ltalian Republic.

The main goal of the memorandum is to promote economic, social
and technological cooperation between the Republic of Moldova and
ltaly in the agricultural sector. The Memorandum of Understanding
remains in force for a period of ten years and provides for the
exchange of knowledge and experience in various aspects of
agriculture, including product diversification, digitalisation and
innovation, environmental sustainability and risk management.



https://www.me.gov.ua/News/Detail?lang=en-GB&id=cc6c5265-6ceb-4819-9f1e-c8f4bc245c78&title=AUniqueAgreement-UkraineAndTheUnitedArabEmiratesAdoptedAJointStatementOnTheConclusionOfNegotiationsOnTheComprehensiveEconomicPartnershipAgreementBetweenTheGovernmentsOfUkraineAndTheUae
https://www.uzdaily.uz/en/post/88731
https://www.moldpres.md/en/news/2024/05/16/24003558#:~:text=The%20Memorandum%20of%20Understanding%20remains,Conference%20for%20Europe%20in%20Rome.
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@ TRADE POLICY AND DOMESTIC SUPPORT
® MEASURES IN APRIL - JUNE 2024

COUNTRY
Azerbaijan

MEASURE CATEGORY

Import restrictions

PUBLICATION DATE

20 April 2024

DESCRIPTION

Azerbaijan decided the imposition of import restrictions for
products of animal origin from the Indian state of Andhra
Pradesh, the island of Leyte in the Philippines, and the state of
Texas in the United States of America as well as from areas
within a radius of 10 km from them due to reported outbreaks of
highly pathogenic avian influenza in these regions.

The measure includes restrictions on imports and transit of live
poultry and hatching eggs, poultry meat, finished products

from all types of poultry products (except for products that have
been subject to heat treatment to ensure the destruction of the
avian influenza virus), feed and feed additives for poultry (with
the exception of feed and feed additives obtained with the
method of plant origin, chemical and microbiological synthesis),
equipment used for keeping, slaughtering and processing poultry
meat.

State duties

24 May 2024

Azerbaijan decided the establishment of a state duty of 150
manat (88 USD) for importers and manufacturers of tobacco
products.

Armenia

Export ban

18 June 2024

Armenia decided to extend by six months a ban on exports of
wheat, barley, corn, buckwheat, sunflower seeds, and sunflower
oil to countries outside the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU). The
six-month extension is in force as of 14 June 2024.

Belarus

Export licensing

3 April 2024

Belarus extended a flax fiber export licensing regime for six
months from 1 April 2024, as provided for by the Resolution
No.234 of the Council of Ministers.

Export licensing

13 April 2024

Belarus introduced a temporary export licensing regime for
wheat and meslin, rye, barley, oats, corn, buckwheat, millet,
triticale, crushed and unprocessed grain (wheat, rye, and
other cereals), according to Resolution No 263 of the Council
of Ministers. The Resolution will be valid for six months from
12 April 2024.

Export restrictions

10 May 2024

Belarus introduced temporary restrictions on the exports of
carrots and red beets, as foreseen in the Resolution No 341 of
the Council of Ministers. The resolution is valid for three months
from 8 May 2024.

Kazakhstan

Import ban

12 April 2024

Kazakhstan extended a wheat import ban to also cover imports
by water and rail transport from a ban on imports by road

as was previously the case. Imports of wheat by rail from the
members of the EAEU, destined to poultry farms and flour mills
exclusively for production and consumption exempt from the ban.

The decision was approved by the Order 125 of the Minister
of Agriculture of Kazakhstan and entered into force on

12 April 2024 for six months.

Import ban

28 April 2024

Kazakhstan introduced a six-month ban on imports of chicken
eggs by road, effective from 1 May 2024.

Export ban

14 June 2024

Kazakhstan banned exports of sugar from 14 June until
31 August 2024, as per the Order No. 196 of the Minister
of Agriculture of Kazakhstan, which entered into force on

14 June 2024.

Kyrgyzstan

Import ban

10 June 2024

Kyrgyzstan introduced a six-month ban on imports of chicken
eggs as foreseen in Resolution No. 293 adopted by the Cabinet
of Ministers. The ban entered into force on 8 June 2024.



https://time.news/azerbaijan-has-introduced-restrictions-on-the-import-of-poultry-products-from-a-number-of-countries-2024-04-20-005639/
https://en.trend.az/azerbaijan/society/3903609.html
https://www.tridge.com/news/armenia-again-extended-the-ban-on-the-re-exp-kzhalm
https://www.belta.by/economics/view/belarus-prodlila-na-polgoda-litsenzirovanie-eksporta-lnovolokna-625381-2024/
https://cis-legislation.com/document.fwx?rgn=158156
https://cis-legislation.com/document.fwx?rgn=158156
https://forkagro.com/en/news/v/belarus-vvodit-licenzirovanie-na-ehksport-zlakovyh-i-zerna-detali-i-osobennosti-novogo-resheniya-pravitelstva
https://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=C22400263
https://cargoclub.io/en/news/zapret_na_vyvoz_svekly.html
https://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=C22400341
https://www.ice.it/it/news/notizie-dal-mondo/261034
https://www.alta.ru/tamdoc/24bl0125/
https://en.trend.az/casia/kazakhstan/3891970.html
https://adilet.zan.kz/rus/docs/V2400034301
https://www.ice.it/it/news/notizie-dal-mondo/265238
https://www.alta.ru/tamdoc/24kz0196/
https://24.kg/english/296241_Kyrgyzstan_imposes_ban_on_import_of_chicken_eggs/#:~:text=Kyrgyzstan%20imposed%20a%20temporary%20ban,days%20after%20its%20official%20publication.
https://cbd.minjust.gov.kg/7-28351/edition/10168/ru
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@ TRADE POLICY AND DOMESTIC SUPPORT
® MEASURES IN APRIL - JUNE 2024

Russian
Federation

Export ban

4 May 2024

The Russian Federation introduced temporary restrictions on
exports of cane or beet sugar and chemically pure sucrose

as of 6 May 2024. The measure will be in effect until

31 August 2024. Exports of these goods will only be allowed to
specific countries and quantities, namely Armenia (28 thousand
tonnes), Belarus (5 thousand tonnes), Kazakhstan (120 thousand
tonnes), and Kyrgyzstan (28.5 thousand tonnes).

Export ban

31 May 2024

The Russian Federation extended until the end of 2024 an export
ban on rice and rice grits which was initially infroduced from

1 July 2022 to 31 December 2022 and extended several times
since then.

Mandatory labelling

31 May 2024

The Russian Federation introduced new mandatory labelling
requirements for certain canned foods (Resolution of the
Government of the Russian Federation dated 27 May 2024
N 677), vegetable oils, fat-and-oil products (Resolution of the
Government of the Russian Federation dated 27 May 2024 N
676), and non-alcoholic beer (Resolution of the Government
of the Russian Federation dated 27 May 2024 N 678). The
requirements will be in effect as of 1 September 2024.

Ukraine

Export licensing

30 May 2024

Ukraine complemented the Resolution 1402 of the Cabinet of
Ministers “On Approval of the Lists of Goods Subject fo Licensing
and Quotas for 2024", which is in place since December 2023,
with a new appendix on “Quota volumes of goods whose export
to the EU member states is subject fo licensing”. The appendix
indicates zero quota for sugar, as the 262 000 metric tonnes
quota set for 2024 for the European Union had already been
filled, while for poultry meat and edible by-products the quota

is set at 133 282 tonnes, and for turkey meat and edible by-
products the quota is set at 3760 tonnes.

Uzbekistan

Lifting export and
import restrictions

28 June 2024

Uzbekistan lifted export restrictions for poultry meat as of

1 July 2024. This is foreseen in the Resolution PP-238 of the
President of the Republic of Uzbekistan, dated 27 June 2024,
which also introduces several measures to support the country’s
poultry sector. As part of these measures, the customs duty
exemption established for imports of fresh, chilled or frozen meat
and pouliry by-products (carcass meat, wings, back, neck, leg,
drumstick, thigh, minced meat and skin) will be abolished as
of 1 October 2024. Another measure is the exception of legal
entities-producers of poultry products- from land tax (with the
exception of sown areas) until 1 January 2030.

EAEU

Development of poultry
farming

18 June 2024

The Eurasian Economic Commission (EEC) adopted a
recommendation for EAEU Member-States “On the list of
measures for the sustainable development of poultry farming

in the EAEU Member States”, with the objective to stimulate
mutual trade, exports of poultry meat and poultry products, and
increase the efficiency of the industry.

Customs procedure

18 June 2024

The EEC Council issued a Decision to optimize and systematize
the regulation of the customs procedures. For this purpose,

the relevant provisions of the Decisions of the Customs Union
Commission No.331 dated 18 June 2010, No.328 dated

16 July 2010, No.375 dated 20 September 2010, as well as
Decision of the EEC Council No.109 dated 20 December 2017
have been combined allowing unified customs procedures to

be formed at all the borders of the Union. The Decision of the
Council entered into force on 11 July 2024.



https://interfax.com/newsroom/top-stories/102013/
https://www.alta.ru/tamdoc/24ps0563/
https://www.tridge.com/news/russia-intends-to-extend-ban-on-rice-exports-jbshkh
http://publication.pravo.gov.ru/document/0001202407060003
http://publication.pravo.gov.ru/document/0001202407060003
https://www.tridge.com/news/in-russia-from-september-1-labeling-of-non-a-oaqkkq
https://base.garant.ru/409113344/
https://base.garant.ru/409113344/
https://base.garant.ru/409113344/
https://base.garant.ru/409113342/
https://base.garant.ru/409113342/
https://base.garant.ru/409113342/
https://base.garant.ru/409113346/
https://base.garant.ru/409113346/
https://ukragroconsult.com/en/news/ukraine-stopped-the-export-of-sugar-to-the-eu-and-limited-the-supply-of-poultry-meat/
https://online.zakon.kz/Document/?doc_id=39720235&pos=5;-106#pos=5;-106
https://online.zakon.kz/Document/?doc_id=39720235&pos=5;-106#pos=5;-106
https://online.zakon.kz/Document/?doc_id=39720235&pos=5;-106#pos=5;-106
https://tashkenttimes.uz/national/13242-uzbekistan-lifts-restrictions-on-poultry-meat-exports
https://lex.uz/ru/pdfs/6986774
https://lex.uz/ru/pdfs/6986774
https://eec.eaeunion.org/en/news/eek-utverdila-sovmestnye-mery-po-ustoychivomu-razvitiyu-ptitsevodstva-v-eaes/
https://www.alta.ru/tamdoc/24rk0010/
https://www.alta.ru/tamdoc/24rk0010/
https://www.alta.ru/tamdoc/24rk0010/
https://eec.eaeunion.org/en/news/sovet-eek-optimiziroval-regulirovanie-primeneniya-tamozhennoy-protsedury-vremennogo-vvoza/
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ARMENIA

In Armenia, agrifood exports in the first quarter of 2024 reached USD 235 miillion, which represents
a 9.7 percent fall from the same period in 2023. This comes mainly from a decrease in the exports of dairy
products, which recorded a fall of 69 percent in this period, in comparison with 2023. Nevertheless, they
were 19.2 percent higher than the average of the previous three years for the same quarter.

Agrifood imports reached USD 278 miillion in the first quarter of 2024, decreased by 1.5 percent year-
on-year, but increased 28.4 percent with respect to the previous three-year average for the period January-

March.

282 278

USD million

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
January - March 2024 Jan-Mar 2024/Jan-Mar 2023 | Jan-Mar 2024/3-years average
USD million Change, %
Export 235 97 ¥ t+ 192
Import 278 1.5 § t+ 284

Source: based on Global Trade Tracker data.
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AZERBAIJAN

Azerbaijan recorded agrifood exports of a total of USD 269 miillion in the first quarter of 2024,
which is an increase of 27.6 percent with respect to the same period of 2023. This value also represents an
increase of 21.2 percent compared to the three-years average. Edible vegetables and tobacco were among
the products experiencing a notable increase in this period.

Agrifood imports were USD 684 million, a value 3 percent above the same period in 2023. Moreover,
they were 17.8 percent above the three-years average.

664 684

USD million

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
January - March 2024 Jan-Mar 2024/Jan-Mar 2023 | Jan-Mar 2024/3-years average
USD million Change, %
Export 269 27.6 * 212 *
Import 684 3.0 * 178 #

Source: based on Global Trade Tracker data.
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GEORGIA

Georgia’s agrifood exports experienced a sharp increase in the period January - March 2024, which
were 21.7 percent higher than in the same period of 2023 and 45.8 percent above the average of the
previous three years, reaching USD 366 million. Most of the increase, in 2024, comes from an important
increase, of almost 60 percent, in the exports of alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages to the Russian
Federation.

On the import side, agrifood imports in the first quarter of 2024 increased by 2 percent compared to a

year earlier, and 31.8 percent compared to the previous three-year average. The total amount of imports in
the first quarter of 2024 was USD 453 million.

A44 453
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2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
January - March 2024 Jan-Mar 2024/Jan-Mar 2023 | Jan-Mar 2024/3-years average

USD million Change, %
Export 366 217 * 458
Import 453 20 * 31.8 *

Source: based on Global Trade Tracker data.
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KYRGYZSTAN

Kyrgyzstan’s agrifood exports totalled USD 90 miillion in the first quarter of 2024, which represents a
decrease of 6.8 percent from 2023. Cereals and oil seeds were the main categories of exports contributing
to the decline.

Imports of agrifood products in the first quarter of 2024 decreased 14.2 percent compared to the same
period of the previous year, yet increased 13.3 percent with respect to the three-year average. The total
amount of imports in this period was USD 243 million.

283

USD million

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
January - March 2024 Jan-Mar 2024/Jan-Mar 2023 | Jan-Mar 2024/3-years average
USD million Change, %
Export 90 6.8 ¥ 6.0 ¥
Import 243 142 ¥ 13.3 *

Source: based on Global Trade Tracker data.
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REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA

In the Republic of Moldova, agrifood exports in January - March 2024 were 2.2 percent above the
previous value of the same period in 2023 and 3.8 percent above average of the previous three years,
totalling USD 451 billion. The products sustaining the modest rise of the exports were oil seeds, fruits and
nuts and preparations of vegetables.

Agrifood imports were USD 374 million, representing a 3.3 percent increased compared to the previous
year. However, this value is significantly above the previous three-year average (21.1 percent).

606

USD million

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
January - March 2024 Jan-Mar 2024/Jan-Mar 2023 | Jan-Mar 2024/3-years average
USD million Change, %
Export 451 22 * 3.8 *
Import 374 3.3 * VA

Source: based on Global Trade Tracker data.
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UKRAINE

Ukraine’s agrifood exports amounted USD 6.1 billion in the first quarter of 2024, which is slightly
below their value in the same period of 2023. However, this value is 2.2 percent above the previous three-
year average.

Agrifood imports increased by 18.7 percent in the first quarter of 2024 with respect to the same period
of 2023, amounting for USD 1.8 billion. This comes from the increase of imports of edible fruits and nuts,

mostly from Tirkiye, and fish and crustaceans, mainly from the United States of America and the European
Union.
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2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
January - March 2024 Jan-Mar 2024/Jan-Mar 2023 | Jan-Mar 2024/3-years average

USD billion Change, %
Export 6.1 03 ¥ 22 %
Import 1.8 187 * 11.8 *

Source: based on Global Trade Tracker data.

Additional Information:

https://www.fao.org/markets-and-trade/areas-of-work/trade-policy-and-partnerships/europe-and-central-
asia/en

https://www.fao.org/europe/work-in-the-region/regional-initiatives/en


https://www.fao.org/markets-and-trade/areas-of-work/trade-policy-and-partnerships/europe-and-central-asia/en
https://www.fao.org/markets-and-trade/areas-of-work/trade-policy-and-partnerships/europe-and-central-asia/en
https://www.fao.org/europe/work-in-the-region/regional-initiatives/en
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