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Your Excellencies,

Academics, professors, distinguished delegates and guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is an honour for me to be here in Japan, especially in Ishikawa, home of these very special

agricultural systems.

| want to thank Governor Tanimoto for hosting the International Forum on Globally

Important Agricultural Heritage Systems.

This High Level Session is an important opportunity to exchange ideas on how we can
promote effective partnerships and networks to protect, manage, and learn from traditional

and indigenous agricultural systems.
We cannot overstate the importance of agricultural heritage to global food security.

Here in Japan, and in countries as diverse as Chile, India, Kenya and Morocco, farmers use
traditional methods to sustain local livelihoods, provide a reliable source of income, produce

food and guarantee an adequate nutrition, while protecting the environment.

The Noto Satoyama and Satoumi systems preserve land and coastal ecosystems, building
resilience and leading a shift towards greater sustainability in food production that is also

taking place elsewhere in Japan.



In China, the Rice Fish Culture system instead of using pesticides, herbicides and fertilizers,

fish in the rice terraces eat plant hoppers and weeds while providing nutrients for rice.

In the Peruvian Andes, farmers use sukaqollos systems to produce in extremely high
altitudes Sukaqollos are trenches filled with water that is warmed by the sun during the
daytime. When temperatures drop at night, the water gives off warm steam that serves as

frost protection for potatoes, quinoa and other native crops.

In Kenya and Tanzania, the Maasai Pastoral systems have allowed herds to manage livestock
in very harsh environments. It ensures the cultural survival and livelihoods of approximately

840,000 Maasai peoples.

Indeed, there are many examples of agricultural heritage systems around the world — the
Ifugao Rice Terraces in the Philippines, the Hani Rice Terraces in China, the agricultural

terraces in Andes. It is a long and growing list.

Agricultural heritage systems help combat land degradation and contributes to the

sustainable management of land and water resources and to the protection of biodiversity.

These methods have been tested by time, and we have much to learn from them.

These are traditional systems, but that also have evolved in response to changes in climate

and social conditions. They are inventive and efficient.

At the same time, the cultural value of these systems is not to be diminished. In all cases,

agricultural heritage is closely linked to the way of life of those that use it.

To preserve this heritage, we must recognize the important role played by small-scale
farmers, fishers, indigenous peoples, and local communities, that have cultivated and

handed down these methods, from one generation to the next.

Traditional farming has not always received the recognition it deserves. But now, the world

is paying more attention to its value.

This year, for example, is the International Year of Quinoa. The slogan for the Year is, “a

future sown a thousand years ago”.



The Quinoa is a grain used and conserved by the indigenous peoples of the Andes region in

South America for thousands of years.

It possesses all the amino acids and vitamins that are needed for life.

The history of quinoa is a reminder of the central role that agriculture has played in the

history of mankind.

Our agricultural heritage represents both the past and the future.

In the past, it has played a role in the rise and fall of civilizations, communities and

economies.

In the future, the lessons and techniques we have learnt can help us to adapt to the
challenges facing our growing world population, including climate change, environmental

degradation, the loss of biodiversity, and increasing urbanization.

Small scale farmers, fishers and other producers will need to be central to any effort to

preserve and adapt our traditional agricultural knowledge.

They produce at least 70 per cent of the food consumed in the world today.

They are the day-to-day managers of the world’s natural ecosystems and biodiversity. They
are the chief guardians of traditional agriculture and the rich cultural history that it

represents.

But small scale farmers in rural areas are also among the world’s most vulnerable

populations, especially in developing countries.

The collective knowledge that farmers have gained over the centuries is reflected in the

landscapes, plants and animals around us.

It is seen in the technologies that farmers use every day.

It is also found in oral traditions, rituals, culinary arts, and social structures.

The Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems Partnership Initiative was launched a

little over 10 years ago to identify, support and safeguard these systems and cultures, and



related livelihoods.

This initiative is helping promote the dynamic conservation of 19 agricultural heritage

systems in 14 countries.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We cannot have truly sustainable development in the world unless we put an end to chronic

hunger for all.

The world has made progress in the fight against hunger, but nearly 870 million people still

suffer from undernourishment.

Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems in the world are one way to protect vital

sources of food employment and environmental sustainability.

The support of so many of you here today has been important in this process.

| urge you to keep up the momentum to raise public awareness of the importance of

agricultural heritage systems and increase their number.

| would like to take this opportunity to raise a proposal: let’s encourage each of the GIAHS
areas in developing countries to support one of these potential new areas in poor countries,

especially those related to indigenous systems.
By promoting and protecting Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems and the
people who rely on them, we can take an important step towards the future we want. A

more sustainable and hunger-free future.

Thank you.



