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Background

• FAO is the leading UN agency in charge of promoting the decennial
World Programme for the Census of Agriculture (WCA) around the
globe.

• Since the 1930s*, ten decennial WCA rounds have been conducted.

• The current census round is the WCA 2020 (2016-2025), which ends
this year.

• FAO is preparing the WCA 2030 which will constitute the eleventh
decennial programme (period 2026-2035).

• The WCA 2030 will mark a significant milestone: the centennial of
the first WCA guidelines launched for the 1930 census round.

*The WCA 1930 and 1940 were under auspices of the International Institute of Agriculture (IIA). The WCA 1940 was not finalized due to World War II.



Process in the development of the WCA 2030
The preparation of the WCA 2030 guidelines included several consultations:

• Methodological review of agricultural censuses in Asia-Pacific, Africa, the Americas, and 
Europe during the current round (2022) and preparation of the concept note.

• Initial consultation with selected census experts from various regions on possible areas 
of revision and improvement of the current guidelines (2022).

• Initial consultations with member countries at regional statistical commissions in Latin 
America, Africa, and Asia (2023-2024).

• Internal consultations at FAO with relevant technical divisions (statistics, crops, 
livestock, forestry, fisheries, irrigation, etc.) (2023-2024).

• International expert meeting to discuss the latest draft of the WCA 2030. Participants 
included census experts from around the world, including some members of the UN 
Committee of Experts on Food Security, Agricultural and Rural Statistics (UN-CEAG) 
(Rome, Nov 2024).

• Global consultation: an updated draft of the WCA 2030 guidelines was sent to all 
member countries for comments (March-April 2025).



Main features and changes proposed 1/2

• It stresses that censuses of agriculture conducted on a sample-basis do not 
provide data for the smallest administrative units and on rare events, or 
adequate/complete frames for agricultural sample surveys.

• Census items are proposed to be categorized as “essential” and “additional” 
only. Countries should collect all “essential” items, while “additional” items 
should preferably be collected on a sample basis (e.g. in sample-based census 
modules). Any of these two categories of items can be used to create frames for 
sample census modules or surveys.

• Some themes and additional items that were infrequently covered in the WCA 
2020 round and are not deemed structural for the agricultural census are 
proposed to be omitted (e.g., food insecurity and GHG items). 

• New (mostly additional) items are proposed to cover emerging data needs. These 
include number of parcels, presence of hydroponics/vertical farming, use of 
technology, insurance coverage, and practise of forestry activities.



Main features and changes proposed 2/2

• It is proposed to change the concept of “hired manager” to “manager” to cover 
cases when the manager is a non-paid family member/person.

• To prevent burdening the census questionnaire, a decision tree is proposed to 
support countries’ decision on whether an item is a complete enumeration 
census item or, instead, a sample-based item. 

• The WCA 2030 continues to emphasize on leveraging information technology 
throughout the data collection, processing, and dissemination processes. A new 
section discusses the use of geospatial data (Earth observations) to enhance 
census design and data collection.

• The WCA 2030 focuses on methodology, concepts, and definitions. It is 
complemented by the WCA “Operational Guidelines” published in 2018, which 
remains relevant.



Next steps
Following comments received from 32 member countries and two internat’l 
organizations during the global consultation, the next steps are: 

• Preparation of the final draft (May–Nov 2025): based on the comments 
received during the global consultation.

• Presentation of the final draft to UN Committee of Experts on Food 
Security, Agricultural and Rural Statistics (UN-CEAG) (Nov 2025).

• Adoption: Presentation of the final guidelines to the 57th Session of the 
UNSC for adoption (March 2026).

• Global dissemination of the new WCA 2030 guidelines (UN languages) and 
organization of regional workshops (2026 onwards).



Concluding remarks
• The WCA 2030 guidelines greatly benefited from comments received during the 

Expert Review (Nov 2024) and the Global Consultation (April 2025).

• The recently adopted Principles and Recommendations for Population and 
Housing Censuses, Revision 4, is in line with the latest draft of the WCA 2030.

• Member Nations to support the endorsement of the guidelines that is expected 
at the 57th Session of the UNSC in March 2026. 

• The guidelines will guide the implementation of national censuses of agriculture 
over the period 2026–2035.

• More information about the WCA is available at https://www.fao.org/world-
census-agriculture/en/
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For consideration on AFCAS

• Note the process in the preparation of the WCA 2030 guidelines, which 
has involved regional and global consultations.

• Encourage member countries to adopt the guidelines at the 57th Session 
of the UNSC in March 2026.

• Encourage member countries to conduct censuses of agriculture in the 
upcoming 2030 round and adhere to the proposed standards, concepts 
and definitions to ensure national and international comparability.

The Commission may wish to



Thank you
FAO-Statistics@fao.org
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