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Anyone who grows, processes, transports, stores, 

distributes, sells, prepares, serves or just consumes food 

has a role to play in food safety. This is why �Food safety, 

everyone�s business� was chosen as the slogan for the 

2020 World Food Safety Day. 

In this second year of the annual event, WHO and FAO 

focused the global campaign on �ve calls to action 

that underline how everyone can help prevent, detect 

and manage foodborne risks, including you. A theme of 

�safe foods in markets� was introduced to show what 

governments, producers, vendors and consumers can do 

to ensure healthy food markets.

The visual identity of the campaign was devised with a simple 

green apple and tick, or checkmark, to denote health and 

quality and along with the slogan was placed on a range of 

items such as posters, web banners and other promotional 

material in the six of�cial United Nations (UN) languages. 

WHO and FAO worked with Members and partners as well 

as the wide-reaching networks of the Codex Alimentarius 

Commission and the INFOSAN to collate information on 

worldwide events and gather news reports, encourage 

social media uptake and hold virtual observances, such as 

webinars. The headquarters of the two Organizations held 

an online event that was open to everyone on Facebook 

and LinkedIn. Regional of�ces organized and encouraged 

activities at regional and national levels and motivated 

communities, businesses and individuals to get involved.

To assist event organizers, FAO and WHO provided a guide 
to World Food Safety Day with useful information on 
key facts, suggested themes and important food safety 
messaging. As the coronavirus took hold globally, a guide to 
virtual events was devised to help with online engagement.

Over 100 different activities, events and campaigns took 
place in every region of the world, organized by and bringing 
together international organizations, governments, 
academia and other interested groups. Through various 
media, online conferences, lectures and competitions, 
people learned about food safety, its relevance to them 
and pertinent topics such as the Sustainable Development 
Goals, antimicrobial resistance, climate change and, of 
course, COVID-19.

Read this overview of 2020�s celebrations to learn about 
food safety initiatives and get inspired for an event at your 
workplace, university, school or community next year!

Calls to action 
 Ensure it’s safe - Governments must ensure safe and nutritious food for all.

 Grow it safe - Agriculture and food producers need to adopt good practices.

 Keep it safe - Business operators must make sure food is safe.

 Eat it safe - All consumers have a right to safe, healthy and nutritious food.

 Team up for safety - Food safety is a shared responsibility.

Guide  
to World Food 
Safety Day

Guide  
to virtual  
events
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