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CARICOM (Caribbean Community) 
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15 member states + 5 associate states
Estimated population of 18,000,000 in 2017
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In 2016 an estimated 29,000,000 tourists visited the Caribbean 
countries (pop 18,000,000)
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LIVESTOCK

Most important livestock species in terms of food security 
and livelihoods: 

Poultry 

Small ruminants 

Pigs
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Livestock production in the Caribbean

Poultry

Small ruminants

Pigs

Cattle (mainly in Guyana, Ja, Suriname, Barbados)

1/30/2018 7



Small ruminants: singled out for special 
attention by CARICOM governments 

Population of goats and sheep > 6,000,000
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4 recent livestock development policy 
initiatives with FAO’s technical support
Suriname (Animal ID + traceability) 

St Lucia (Livestock policy)

Jamaica (Small Ruminant Development Strategy)

Guyana (Livestock policy and strategy)
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Suriname: National Animal identification and 
traceability project and programme 2016-
2018
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SURINAME
Modernization of its entire livestock and veterinary 
legislative and regulatory framework

4 new pieces of legislation developed and sent to 
Parliament for debate and enactment
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New legislation and regulations in:
Animal Welfare Act

Meat Inspection Act

Animal Identification and traceability regulations

Livestock Production Act

Livestock Feeds Act
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Suriname: National Animal identification and 
traceability project and programme 2016-
2018
New Legislation and Regulations

Design of the animal identification system 

Building awareness nationally 
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Suriname: National Animal identification and 
traceability project and programme 2015-
2018
Training of government officers and farmers

Implementation of programme

Management of programme
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Livelihoods 

Impacts

Policies

Strategies

Legislations

Production 

Improvement

Animal Health

Public Health

Access to Market

Income generation

better management 

and breeding  
Traceability system 

AIR: FAO integrated multipurpose approach
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Guidelines

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5702e.pdf
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St Lucia: Poverty reduction through 
livestock development
Project to support innovation and best practices in livestock 
production and increase production and productivity

Livestock policy by mid 2018
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St Lucia: Poverty reduction through 
livestock development
Farmer field schools for small ruminant farmers, poultry 
farmers and pig farmers
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Jamaica: Preparation of small ruminant 
development strategy 

1. Roadmap for the development of the small ruminant 
industry in Jamaica 

2. A governance and implementation structure
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Jamaica small ruminant development strategy

3. Capacity building and training for producers and all the 
stakeholders in the industry
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Jamaica small ruminant development strategy

4. A sustainable and appropriate breeding programme for goats and 
sheep taking into consideration existing innovation and best 
practices and the requirements of the market
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Market demand for goat milk and 
cheeses
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Guyana: Livestock development policy 
and strategy
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Guyana Livestock Development Policy
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Some results to date; Success with 
breeding programme support
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Guyana Dairy Development Initiative
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GRACIAS!
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