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REGIONAL OVERVIEW OF 
FOOD INSECURITY
This series provides a comprehensive overview 
on the state of food insecurity in each of the 
five regions.

click on cover image to 
go to the publicationsi

FLAGSHIPS REGIONAL PERSPECTIVES

NEAR EAST AND  
NORTH AFRICA
Strengthening regional 
collaboration to build 
resilience for food 
security and nutrition
Languages: EN, FR, AR
Launch: 20 December 

LATIN AMERICA  
AND THE CARIBBEAN
Towards the eradication 
of malnutrition
Languages: EN, ES
Launch: January 2017 

EUROPE AND  
CENTRAL ASIA
Setting the scene  
for better nutrition
Languages: EN, RU
Launch: January 2017

AFRICA
The challenges of 
building resilience to 
shocks and stresses
Languages: EN, FR
Launch: January 2017

ASIA AND  
THE PACIFIC
Investing in a zero 
hunger generation

Languages: EN

FORTHCOMING!

FORTHCOMING!

FORTHCOMING!

FORTHCOMING!

NEW!

THE STATE OF THE WORLD’S 
FORESTS 2016
FOREST AND AGRICULTURE: LAND-USE 
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

FAO PUBLICATIONS OVERVIEW

This edition of sofa 2016 explores the relationship 
between climate change, agriculture (crops, 
livestock, fisheries, aquaculture and forestry) and 
food security. Comprehensive yet easily accessible, it 
includes a focus on the impact of vulnerable regions, 
systems and populations. 

Using the latest official statistics, this edition presents 
a global analysis of trends in fish stocks, production, 
trade and consumption, and much more, such as 
FAO’s Blue Growth Initiative and efforts to combat 
illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing.

Forests and trees support sustainable agriculture, 
contribute to shelter, food chains and provide 
energy for millions of people. This edition shows 
that agricultural productivity can be increased while 
halting or even reversing deforestation, providing 
success stories from each region.

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5588e.pdf

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5555e.pdf

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6132e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6217e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/446335/icode
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nrjxF0TZy3o
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5798e.pdf

http://www.fao.org/assets/infographics/FAO-infographic-SOFIA-2014-en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/421871
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EiBlbpJk3kE

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5850e.pdf

http://www.fao.org/3/a-c0176e.pdf

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/425048/icode/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gQo75NqdVH8
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6481e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6030e.pdf
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CORPORATE BOOKLETS

MIGRATION, AGRIGULTURE 
AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
ADDRESSING THE ROOT CAUSES OF 
MIGRATION AND HARNESSING ITS 
POTENTIAL FOR DEVELOPMENT

MIGRATION AND  
PROTRACTED CRISES
ADDRESSING THE ROOT CAUSES 
AND BUILDING RESILIENT 
AGRICULTURAL LIVELIHOODS

This brochure outlines how FAO can 
support international efforts to address 
global movements of refugees and 
migrants within humanitarian and 
development contexts.  

This brochure highlights the work of FAO 
to strengthen the resilience of communities 
and to assist displaced populations 
and host communities in coping with 
protracted displacement.

Pages: 20
Language: EN, FR, ES, AR, RU, ZH

Pages: 16
Language: EN FR, ES, AR, RU, ZH

FAO’S WORK ON CLIMATE CHANGE
UNITED NATIONS CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE 2016

This booklet was launched for the 2016 COP22 in Marrakech and 
builds on the work and key messages from the 2015 COP21 in 
Paris. Including a synthesis of the most recent support provided by 
FAO to face the impacts of climate change, it also brings together the 
most recent and relevant knowledge, tools and methodologies FAO 
can offer countries to report on their greenhouse gas emissions from 
the agriculture, livestock and forestry sectors.

Pages: 36
Languages: EN, FR, AR (16 December available also in ES, RU, ZH)

Pages: 32
Languages: EN, FR, ES
Launched: COP21 
(Paris, 2015)

Pages: 28  
Languages: EN, FR, ES, AR, RU, ZH

PEACE AND FOOD SECURITY
INVESTING IN RESILIENCE TO 
SUSTAIN RURAL LIVELIHOODS  
AMID CONFLICT

This booklet explains the relationship 
between peace, conflict and food 
security. Through FAO’s experience on 
the ground, it shows how investing in 
food security helps fight hunger and 
builds peace.

Pages: 48  
Language: EN, FR, ES

Pages new booklet: 60  
Language: Forthcoming in all  
UN official languages

SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE  
FOR BIODIVERSITY
BIODIVERSITY FOR SUSTAINABLE 
AGRICULTURE

Highlighting the inextricable connection 
between biodiversity and agriculture, 
this brochure also focuses on the crucial 
roles both play in food security, nutrition 
and maintaining the delicate balance of 
the world’s ecosystems. Launched during 
COP13 in Canún, Mexico. 

Pages: 32  
Languages: 
EN, FR, ES, 
AR, RU, ZH

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
KEY TO ACHIEVING THE 2030 
AGENDA FOR SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT

Update: A 60-page update to the 2016 
booklet on the multiple and complex 
challenges facing the world in the 21st 
century. The 2030 Sustainable Development 
Agenda galvanizes and commits the 
international community to act together.

NEW!

NEW!

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6064e.pdf

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6101e.pdf

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6273e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5165e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5591e.pdf

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6602e.pdf

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5499e.pdf
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MEETING OUR GOALS
FAO'S PROGRAMME FOR GENDER 
EQUALITY IN AGRICULTURE AND 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT

A thorough look at how FAO’s work addresses 
the issue of gender equality in the agricultural 
and rural sectors across the world. With a 
view on the related effects on food security and 
nutrition, each chapter of this brochure focuses 
on the role women can and do play in achieving 
the FAO’s Strategic Programme. Stories from the 
field provide insight into the real-life impact of 
FAO’s work and the people involved from across 
the world.

Pages: 80
Language: EN, FR, ES

THE FUTURE OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
TRENDS AND CHALLENGES

A book detailing 15 emerging global trends, 
including rapid population growth and 
increased migration, as well as the top 10 
challenges - such as resolving conflict and 
ending hunger - that are predicted to become 
key markers for how food security and natural 
resources will evolve over the coming decades.

Pages: 164
Language: EN  
(Planned for all other UN official languages) 

FORESTRY FOR A LOW-CARBON FUTURE
INTEGRATING FORESTS AND WOOD PRODUCTS IN 
CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGIES

Taking a close look at forests in the context 
of combatting climate change. Beyond 
afforestation, restoration and reducing 
deforestation, helpful factors explored in 
this booklet include wood products and 
alternative energy sources.

Pages: 180
Language: EN

Pages: 90
Language: EN

OECD–FAO GUIDANCE FOR 
RESPONSIBLE AGRICULTURAL 
SUPPLY CHAINS

OECD and FAO have developed this 
guidance to help enterprises observe standards 
of responsible business conduct and undertake 
due diligence along agricultural supply 
chains in order to ensure that their operations 
contribute to sustainable development.

Pages: 211 
Language: EN, ES

THE OUTLOOK FOR 
AGRICULTURE AND RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT IN THE AMERICAS

An overview on past trends and the 
future outlook for agricultural policies, 
macroeconomic wellbeing and rural 
development in the region over the past 
two years.

Pages: 137
Languages:  
EN, FR, ES, ZH

OECD-FAO AGRICULTURAL 
OUTLOOK 2016-2025

The Outlook provides supply, demand, 
trade and pricing estimates from both 
organizations for major agricultural 
commodities in 41 countries and 12 
geographical regions.

FORTHCOMING!

NEW!

OUTLOOK ON AGRICULTURE

FAO IFAD 
COMPLEMENTARITY AND 
COOPERATION

This brochure gives an overview on 40 
years of synergy-seeking cooperation 
between FAO and IFAD. It shows how 
the two UN agencies work together 
across mandates, sectors and institutional 
boundaries.

Pages: 24
Language: EN

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6618e.pdf 
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5857e.pdf

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6074e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6606e.pdf

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5778e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6164e.pdf
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STATISTICAL PUBLICATIONS

UNDERSTANDING 
CODEX
CODEX 
ALIMENTARIUS

Introducing the global standards for internationally traded foods, 
agreed on for over 50 years by member countries of the Codex 
Alimentarius. These standards have led to improvements in 
consumer safety and public health across the world, while reducing 
unnecessary trade barriers between countries. Such is the success of 
this joint FAO/WHO programme, that today it is virtually impossible 
to buy any food product whose safety and quality is not aligned with 
Codex standards.

Pages: 60 
Language: EN 
(Forthcoming in all UN 
official languages)

FAO STATISTICAL YEARBOOK 2016
WORLD FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

An annual outlook providing key indicators for 
agriculture and food security across the world. 
Aimed at policy makers, governments, the 
international community, private sector and civil 
society, the guide can be used as a tool for 
analysing current trends and prioritising  
future action.

Pages: 234
Language: EN
(Forthcoming in all UN official languages)

FOOD AND NUTRITION IN 
NUMBERS 2016

Pages: 245
Language: EN
(Forthcoming in all UN official languages)

PLATES, PYRAMIDS, 
PLANET

ACTIVITY BOOK
CLIMATE IS CHANGING: 
FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
MUST TOO

This activity book is an 
educational tool for anyone 
who wishes to learn more 
about the 2016 World Food 
Day theme. 

Pages: 80 
Language: EN

A report detailing the 
necessary changes for 
maintaining healthy 
dietary guidelines in 
light of evolving global 
agricultural production and 
consumption patterns. 

Pages: 18
Language: EN, FR, ES, AR, 
RU, ZH, IT, VIET

A compilation of data on nutrition and food 
consumption, gathered form household 
surveys across the world. Provides regional 
country profiles and includes categories 
for food security, nutritional deficiencies, 
supplementation, dietary requirements  
and changes.

SAVE AND GROW IN PRACTICE: MAIZE,  
RICE AND WHEAT
A GUIDE TO SUSTAINABLE CEREAL PRODUCTION

A new, practical guide aimed at applying the key practices and 
technologies outlined in FAO’s 2011 ‘Save and Grow’ model for 
sustainable intensified crop production of maize, rice and wheat. 
Examples from across the world show how ecosystem-based farming 
systems help smallholder farmers to boost cereal yields, strengthen 
their livelihoods, reduce pressure on the environment, and build 
resilience to climate change.

Pages: 124
Language: EN, FR, ES, AR, RU, ZH

Pages: 36
Languages: EN, FR, ES 
AR, RU, ZH

FORTHCOMING!FORTHCOMING!

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5667e.pdf

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5640e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5685e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i4009e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/docrep/014/i2215e/i2215e.pdf
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This brochure gives 
an overview of the 
work of FAO and its 
partners in tackling 
antimicrobial resistance 
(AMR). It highlights 
the Organization’s 
approach to 
disease and threat 
management, and 
how FAO is supporting 
the implementation of 
the measures in the 
food and agriculture 
sector to combat AMR.

FAO 
POLICY ON 
INDIGENOUS 
AND TRIBAL 
PEOPLES

FREE PRIOR 
AND INFORMED 
CONSENT
AN INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLE'S RIGHT 
AND A GOOD 
PRACTICE 
FOR LOCAL 
COMMUNITIES

The central 
purpose of the 
policy is to provide 
a framework to 
guide FAO’s work 

where indigenous peoples are concerned. 
It gives information about their livelihoods, 
world views and concerns about 
development, including core principles that 
should be at the heart of joint activities.

This manual will enable field practitioners 
to incorporate FPIC into project design and 
implementation, ensuring that indigenous 
peoples’ rights are duly respected.

Pages: 36
Languages: EN

Pages: 52
Languages: EN, ES

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES CAN FEED 
THE WORLD 
(official video) 2’20”

AGREEMENT ON PORT STATE 
MEASURES TO PREVENT, DETER 
AND ELIMINATE ILLEGAL, 
UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED 
FISHING
REVISED EDITION WITH  
DIRECTOR-GENERAL’S FOREWORD

AGREEMENT ON PORT STATE 
MEASURES TO PREVENT, DETER AND 
ELIMINATE ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND 
UNREGULATED FISHING 

Illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing 
poses a serious threat to global fish stocks. The 
Agreement on Port State Measures contributes 
to the conservation and sustainable use of 
marine resources and ecosystems.

This brochure gives an 
overview of the work of 
FAO and its partners in 
tackling illegal fishing and 
encouraging sustainable 
approaches to marine 
resources. 

Pages: 108
Languages: EN, FR, ES, AR, RU, ZH

Pages: 8
Languages: EN, FR, ES, AR, RU, ZH

ANTIMICROBIALS IN FOOD 
PRODUCTION OFFICIAL VIDEO 3’48”

ANTIMICROBIAL RESISTANCE

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

PORT STATE MEASURES

Pages: 25 
Language: EN, FR, ES  
(Planned for AR, RU, ZH)

Pages: 4 
Language: EN

Pages: 68
Language: EN

THE FAO ACTION PLAN ON 
ANTIMICROBIAL RESISTANCE 
2016–2020

A new publication 
summarizing FAO’s 
recent work on 
promoting good 
practices and 
supporting efforts to 
address the risks of 
rising antimicrobial 
resistance in the 
farming sector.

ANTIMICROBIAL RESISTANCE IN 
ANIMAL PRODUCTION

ANTIMICROBIAL 
RESISTANCE 
AND OUR FOOD 
SYSTEMS:
CHALLENGES AND 
SOLUTIONS

NEW!

NEW!

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6209e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5996e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6106e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6190e.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VWT2LWRJVs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VWT2LWRJVs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6CHJsJOOJE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6CHJsJOOJE
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5779e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i1644t.pdf


PULSES NUTRITIOUS SEEDS FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

PULSES  
(official video) 4’04”

PULSES (brochure)

Pages: 196
Languages: EN, FR, ES, AR, RU, ZH

Internal distribution (FAO staff at FAO brand centre): USD 12 (€10) 
Commercial distribution: USD 29.95
Book on Amazon: (EN, FR, ES) coming soon USD 29.95
For purchase: Publications-Sales@fao.org

Pages: 16; Languages: EN, FR, ES 
(forthcoming in AR)

An International Year of Pulses video 
highlights the book’s content with each 
of the ten participating chefs contributing 
expert tips and a welcome message.

The brochure can be used as a 
complement to the exhibition or 
presentation of the book. It contains 
essential information on each of the 
regions that appear in the book and a 
recipe by each of the culinary experts.

PULSES (fact sheets) COMIC

Pages: 2 Pages: 4 Pages: 2 Pages: 2 Pages: 4 Pages: 4

PULSES 
A GLOBAL JOURNEY THROUGH RECIPES 
FROM LEADING CHEFS (BOOK)

This book contains all the 
recipes published in the 
main publication, with 
photographs and texts by the 
participating chefs. 

NEW!

Pages: 120
Languages: EN, ES
Book on Amazon: USD 16 
(EN, ES) coming soon
For purchase: 
Publications-Sales@fao.org
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PULSES EXHIBITION (brochure)
To celebrate the International Year of Pulses, 
the FAO Library used its valuable and 
unique book collections from the 1910s to 
the present day to illustrate how design has 
changed over the decades to reflect the 
content, attract audiences and celebrate art.

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF PULSES

Languages: EN, FR, ES, 
AR, RU, ZH, IT

Languages: EN, FR, ES, AR, RU, ZH

FAO PUBLICATIONS OVERVIEW click on cover image to 
go to the publicationsi

NEW!

Climate-smart, affordable and delicious: the nutritional, environmental and economic benefits of producing and consuming pulses are laid out in 
this series of fact sheets.

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5528e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5528s.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5528f.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5528a.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5528r.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5528c.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5675e.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PH1O7WzLepQ

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5389e.pdf

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5426e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5387e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5388e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5384e.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PH1O7WzLepQ

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6149e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6545e.pdf
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FACT SHEETS

1. Key challenges to the agriculture sectors 
and food security 

The world committed to eradicate extreme poverty 
and hunger by 2030, bringing it back to a sustainable 
path. Climate change threatens to reverse the 
progress we have made so far in the fight against 
hunger and poverty. If not harnessed, it could imperil 
the capacity of food systems to ensure global food 
security. We need to act now. 

Climate change is undermining the livelihoods and food 
security of the rural poor. 

The world’s most vulnerable people -- who are the 
first and hardest hit by climate change -- are the same 
people who provide the bulk of the planet’s food: 
family farmers, pastoralists, fisher folks and community 
foresters. Climate change and variability, alongside 
ocean acidification and other drivers of change, reduce 
productivity and food production. Drought, floods, sea 
level rise, and hurricanes put not just people’s lives but 
their very livelihoods at risk, destroying crops, livestock 
and fish resources and ecosystems; agriculture, livestock 
and fishing infrastructure as well as productive assets 
such as irrigation systems and livestock shelters.

For the world’s poorest, adaptation to climate change 
means ensuring food security.

Today the 50 poorest countries are already the most 
affected by climate change, including many Small Island 
Development States. These countries have not created 
the problem and they should not bear the burden 
of climate change. In fact, they were responsible for 

only 4.7 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions 
in 2012. We need to support them to adapt and 
be resilient.

Frequent extreme weather patterns will adversely 
impact trade and food price stability by disrupting 
transportation, supply chains and logistics. While 
global markets can play a stabilizing role for prices and 
supply, and provide alternative food options for regions 
negatively impacted by changing conditions, trade 
alone is not a sufficient adaptation strategy. 

FAO believes that much of the response lies with the 
agricultural sectors – including forestry, fisheries, and 
aquaculture – and we need to (i) increase awareness 
of food security and raise political commitment 
at all levels; (ii) develop data analysis on impacts 
and options in the agriculture sectors and make it 
available to decision makers and smallholder farmers; 
(iii) increase investment, research and development 
to build resilience and address anticipated climate 
change impacts.

©
FA
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Climate change, agriculture 
and food security

Revised edition

Example: Plant genetic resources 

Under the Global Plan of Action for Plant Genetic Resources for Food 
and Agriculture (2011), FAO supported the development of national 
seed policies in Afghanistan, Benin, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Niger, 
Sierra Leone and others. This includes support to conserve, identify 
and access useful crop diversity, develop stress-resistant locally 
adapted crop varieties, and establish seed systems to facilitate 
access to farmers. FAO and the Commission on Genetic Resources 
for Food and Agriculture will launch the Voluntary Guidelines to 
support the integration of genetic diversity into national climate 
change adaptation planning.

1. Migration as a global issue 

Migration is a growing global phenomenon and most 
countries are simultaneously countries of origin, 
transit and destination for migrants. The dimension 
of contemporary migration calls for global action, 
which must be comprehensive, bringing together 
humanitarian and development responses.

In 2015, there were 244 million international migrants1, 
representing an increase of 40% since 2000. They 
included 150 million migrant workers.2 One-third 
of all international migrants are aged 15 to 343.The 
phenomenon of internal migration is even larger in 
scale with an estimated 740 million internal migrants 
in 20134. In addition, in 2015 an unprecedented 
65.3 million people around the world have been forcibly 

1 UNDESA – United Nations Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs 2015. Trend in International migration 2015. Population Facts. 
December 2015, no. 2015/4.

2 ILO. 2015. Global estimates on migrant workers. Results and 
methodology. Special focus on migrant domestic workers.

3 UNDESA. 2011. Youth and Migration Factsheet.
4 IOM – International Organization for Migration. 2013. Migration and 

the United Nations Post-2015 Development Agenda.

displaced5, including over 21 million refugees, 3 million 
asylum seekers and over 40 million internally displaced 
persons (IDPs). The average length of displacement 
due to war and persecution is 17 years6. One-fourth of 
all global refugees (mostly from Afghanistan, Iraq and 
Syria) reside in Lebanon, Pakistan and Turkey. In 2014, 
more than 19 million people were internally displaced 
because of natural disasters.7

Many migrants are dying during their migration journey. 
Many unaccompanied children, young migrants and 
women become victims of human trafficking. Many 
others face discrimination and social marginalization 
in their host communities, in terms of access to the 
formal labour market, education and social protection. 
Migration also poses serious challenges for countries of 
origin, transit and destination alike.

5 UNHCR. 2016. Global Trends. Forced Displacement in 2015.
6 OCHA, UNDP, UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP and the World Bank, supported 

by the Center on International Cooperation. 2015. Addressing 
protracted displacement: a framework for development-humanitarian 
cooperation. December 2015.

7 IDMC –  Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre. 2014. Global 
Estimates 2015. People displaced by disasters.
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Migration - The key role of agriculture 
and rural development

1. What are the key challenges for food systems 
and nutrition?

Food systems are crucial for addressing problems of food 
insecurity, malnutrition, and diet-related health problems. 
Many countries, communities and even households 
face situations where under-nutrition exists side by side 
with a fast growing problem of overweight, obesity and 
diet-related non-communicable diseases. The problems 
and their causes are complex and evolving fast.  New 
challenges arising from demographic changes, climate 
change, and globalization further add to the complexity.

The Second International Conference on Nutrition 
(ICN2) in 2014 raised awareness about the underlying 
issues and generated agreement through the ICN2 
Framework for Action on a set of recommended policy 
and programmatic action. Central to this is the need for 
creating strong partnerships and promoting coordinated 
action among all food systems actors. The United Nations 
Decade of Action on Nutrition (2016-2025) will facilitate 
reaching this goal.

With the adoption in 2015 of the 2030 Agenda and 
in particular Sustainable Development Goal 2 (End 
hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition, 
and promote sustainable agriculture) countries further 
emphasized the need for a multi-dimensional and multi-
stakeholder approach to ending malnutrition and placed 
a strong emphasis on refocusing food and agriculture 
systems on health and nutrition outcomes. 

Governments have a key role in creating an enabling 
policy, legal and institutional environment that provides 
incentives for food system actors to sharpen their focus 
on helping consumers, and in particular vulnerable 
groups, with affordable access to nutritious food and 

knowledge about healthy diets. The private sector, 
civil society and academia have a key role to play in 
supporting governments to create healthy food systems.

2. How does FAO help countries to meet these 
challenges? 

FAO takes a comprehensive food systems approach to 
address issues of malnutrition and diet-related health 
problems, working in partnership with UN agencies 
and other relevant partners. The focus of FAO is to help 
governments and their development partners: i) develop 
a policy and institutional environment that brings all food 
systems stakeholders together to engage in evidence-
based dialogue; and, ii)  agree on a common framework 
for action to make food systems better focused on 
producing positive nutrition and health benefits for 
consumers and in particular for the most vulnerable, 
including pregnant and lactating women, children during 
their first 1 000 days of life and adolescent girls.

In an effort to strengthen its support to countries and 
partnership with other agencies, FAO has established a 
renewed “Nutrition and Food Systems Division” and is 
seeking support to further develop and strengthen its 
support to countries in the following ways:

i. Support the generation and dissemination of 
evidence about food systems and food system 
innovations that have proven positive impact on 
nutrition and health, including the development of 
metrics and systems for monitoring progress and impact 
of implementation of food systems innovations on 
nutrition and health. This involves inter alia development 
of capacities to collect and analyze currently lacking 
information about food consumption as part of national 
surveillance, monitoring and evaluation systems.

©
FA
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Improving Food Systems for Nutrition 
and Health

Revised edition
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State of Food Security and Nutrition in 
Small Island Developing States (SIDS)

1. Undernourishment in SIDS

The most recent data of FAO indicates that many of the 
SIDS Islands have achieved undernourishment levels of 
less than 5 percent, Barbados, Cuba and Dominica in 
the Caribbean; Fiji, Samoa and Kiribati in the Pacific. 
Countries such as: Dominican Republic, St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines and Cuba from the Caribbean; Samoa 
from the Pacific; and São Tomé e Príncipe from the 
Africa, Indian Ocean, Mediterranean and South China 
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Sea (AIMS) are among the 29 nine countries in the world 
to achieve both the Millennium Development Goal 1 
target (halving the percentage of undernourished people) 
and the World Food Summit Goal (halving the number 
of undernourished people) during the period of 1990 
to 2015. Other countries such as: Fiji, Kiribati, Maldives 
and Salomon Islands have achieved the MDG1 target.        
Two countries have an undernourishment rate higher 
than 20 percent: Guinea-Bisseau with 20.7 percent and 
Haiti with 53.4 percent being special cases in SIDS.
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Many SIDS still have a level of undernourishment above 5 percent.

Prevalence of Undernourishment in SIDS

Revised edition

1. What are the key challenges for food and 
agriculture statistics over the next 15-30 years? 

A. Evidence-based decision-making. There is a 
growing demand from both public and private 
actors to have access to more timely, reliable, 
and accurate data for informed decision-making. 
Private actors (farmers, extension workers, etc.) 
need better information to improve farm profitably, 
use their scarce resources efficiently, prepare for 
pest and disease pressure in the shortrun and 
climate change and water scarcity in the long run. 
Five hundred million smallholder farmers are at 
the heart of this challenge. They have the least 
access to existing information, are most difficult 
to reach and have very specific information needs. 
They need information about growing conditions 
(weather), markets (output and input prices), pest 
and disease pressure, etc.  In tandem, policy-
makers need better data for evidence-based 
policy-making, to design and roll out food security 
schemes, social safety nets, to decide on supporting 
or taxing farmers, design and select research and 
development programmes, etc. They also need 
better information to monitor national policy goals 
or commitments taken in international processes, 
notably the WTO, the UNFCCC, and most 
importantly, the SDG process. 

B. Monitoring the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). At its last session, March 2016, the UN 
Statistical Commission agreed to the proposal of the 
Interagency and Expert Group on SDG indicators 
(IAEG-SDG) for a set of 230 SDG indicators to 

monitor progress towards the 169 SDG targets. 
Subsequently, at the 3rd IAEG-SDG meeting, FAO 
was identified as ‘custodian’ agency for 21 SDG 
indicators across Goals 2, 5, 6, 12, 14 and 15. 
The number represents a significant increase over the 
four indicators FAO was responsible for in the MDGs, 
and FAO is putting in place several initiatives in order 
to meet the challenge, including the establishment of 
an IDWG on Statistics Sub-group of SDG indicators, 
that gathers technical focal points responsible for 
each of the 21 indicators under the chairmanship of 
the FAO Chief Statistician. 
As custodian agency, FAO will help to ensure that 
national data are comparable and aggregated at 
regional and global levels; it will collect data from 
national sources, validating and harmonizing them, 
and it will estimate regional and global aggregates 
and report them to the UN Statistical Division. 
Moreover, FAO will organize statistical capacity 
development activities to help countries compute the 
SDG indicators, including country workshops and the 
development of e-learning tools.   

2. What new information sources can be tapped 
into to live up to these challenges and does FAO 
help countries in this process? 

Improving traditional information channels and 
sources. Traditionally, surveys and censuses formed the 
basis for information on a country’s food and agricultural 
sector. While tried and tested over many years, these 
approaches do not allow countries to collect information 
that is specific enough, frequent enough and consistent 
enough to address the growing needs for evidence-based 
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Revised edition

1. What are the key challenges for enhancing social 
protection systems at country level? 

Social Protection contributes to rural poverty 
reduction, food security and resilience

While the global share of people living in poverty and 
extreme poverty have declined over the past three decades, 
almost one billion still live in extreme poverty and almost 
800 million are chronically undernourished. 78 percent of 
those people live in the rural areas.

Social protection has been recognized as an effective 
measure to reduce poverty and food insecurity and 
foster rural development. The expansion of social 
protection systems to all, particularly the poorest and 
most vulnerable, is one of the proposed targets of the 
new Sustainable Development Goals. Evidence clearly 
shows the positive impacts of social protection, especially 
on poor and vulnerable rural households. In addition to 
removing financial and social barriers to access social 
services (education, health, nutrition and other), social 
protection can also: 

• Reduce poverty by directly providing income or 
productive support to poor and vulnerable households. 

• Improve food security by providing direct and 
immediate access to increased quantity, quality and 
diversity of food.

• Remove liquidity and credit-constraints to allow poor 
small family farms to actively engage and invest in 
more productive and profitable agricultural activities;

• Foster local economic development by stimulating 
and increasing demand for food and other goods 
and services;

• Increase labour productivity, employability and income 
by increasing access to education and health services 
and improved nutrition

• Reduce negative coping mechanisms such as eating 
less or fewer meals or selling off productive assets; and

• Foster sustainable management of natural resources.

Taken together, social protection can contribute to 
strengthening resilience by breaking the vicious cycle 
of increased vulnerability to poverty and exclusion, and 
greater exposure to shocks. Access to predictable and 
regular social protection can enhance the capacity of 
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Enhancing social protection systems to foster 
rural development and food security

Revised

Box 1: Unconditional cash transfer programmes and 
unconditional in-kind transfer programmes
Unconditional cash (UCT) or in-kind (UIT) transfer programmes foresee 
transfers without any particular obligations on the part of beneficiaries. 
UCTs can generate a broad range of impacts on the productive and 
economic activities of both beneficiary and non-beneficiary households 
in the communities where the programmes are implemented. In place of 
conditions, some programmes include specific messaging recommending 
how transfers should be spent. For example, the Lesotho Child Grant 
Programme (CGP) had especially strong messaging on expenditures on 
children’s clothes, shoes and related expenses, which is claimed to have 
resulted in particularly large impacts on these expenditures (Pellerano 
et al., 2014). Often, these types of transfer are targeted at vulnerable 
demographic groups, such as the elderly (social pensions), orphaned 
children or schoolchildren. There are about 130 UCTs, 37 of which are 
social pension programmes. These programmes are most common in Africa 
(41 countries), Eastern Europe and Central Asia (29 countries), and Latin 
America and the Caribbean (28 countries). There are 92 countries with 
UITs, most of which are in Africa (42) and Latin America and the Caribbean 
(24). The largest UCT is China’s Di-Bao (75 million beneficiaries), followed 
by India’s Indira Gandhi National Old-Age Pension Scheme (21 million). 
The largest UITs are Turkey’s Gida Yardimi (9 million) and Mexico’s milk 
grant benefit (6 million).
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1. Key challenges to the sustainability of the 
fisheries sector and food security

Illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing 
remains one of the greatest threats to marine 
ecosystems due to its potent ability to undermine 
national and regional efforts to manage fisheries 
sustainably as well as endeavours to conserve marine 
biodiversity. IUU fishing takes advantage of corrupt 
administrations and exploits weak management 
regimes, in particular those of developing countries 
lacking the capacity and resources for effective 
monitoring, control, and surveillance (MCS). It is 
found in all types and dimensions of fisheries, occurs 
both on the high seas and in areas under national 
jurisdiction, concerns all aspects and stages of the 
capture and utilisation of fish, and may sometimes be 
associated with organized crime. Fisheries resources 
available to bona fide fishers are poached in a 
ruthless manner by IUU fishing, often leading to the 
collapse of local fisheries, with small-scale fisheries in 
developing countries proving particularly vulnerable. 
Products derived from IUU fishing can find their way 
into overseas trade markets thus throttling local food 
supply. IUU fishing therefore threatens livelihoods, 

exacerbates poverty, and augments food insecurity. It is 
well known that IUU fishing has escalated in the past 
20 years, especially in high seas fisheries. Unfortunately 
the dynamic, adaptable, highly mobile, and clandestine 
nature of IUU fishing prevents a straightforward 
estimation of its impact. Rough calculations, however, 
indicate that IUU fishing across the world’s oceans 
weighs in at around 11–26 million tonnes of fish each 
year or a price tag of US$10–23 billion.

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing is 
a broad term which includes:

• Fishing and fishing-related activities conducted 
in contravention of national, regional and 
international laws.

• Non-reporting, misreporting or under- reporting of 
information on fishing operations and their catches.

• Fishing by “Stateless” vessels.
• Fishing in convention areas of Regional Fisheries 

Management Organizations(RFMOs) by 
non-party vessels.

• Fishing activities which are not regulated by States 
and cannot be easily monitored and accounted for.
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Illegal, unreported and 
unregulated fishing

1. Multi-hazard challenges 
to agriculture livelihoods 

Half of the global food production is produced by 
around 2.5 billion smallholders who derive their 
livelihoods almost exclusively from agriculture. 
They are amongst the most vulnerable to disasters 
and crises that can wipe out their crops, supplies, 
equipment and animals within minutes. Strengthening 
the resilience of their livelihoods will help reduce 
human suffering and the financial costs associated 
with disasters. Moreover, it is a key step to achieving 
the SDGs and reaching the estimated 60 percent 
production increase the world needs to feed 9 billion 
people by 2050. 

This is why in 2013 FAO embarked on a major effort 
to increase the resilience of smallholders’ livelihoods, 
their communities and countries to natural hazards, 
food chain crisis, conflicts and protracted crises and 
respond to them when they occur. Strenghtening 
resilience is one of FAO’s five strategic objectives.

Natural Hazards
Damages and losses from disasters triggered by 
natural hazards are increasingly threatening the 
development gains of many communities in the 
developing world.

Climate-related disasters such as drought, floods 
and storms are increasing and disproportionately 
affecting the agriculture sector (up to a quarter of 
total damages and losses) and food insecure, poor 
people. The impacts at country and household levels 
are devastating with at times irreversible destitution.

Food Chain Crises
The globalization of trade, intensive food production 
systems and climate change have increased food chain 
emergencies resulting from transboundary animal and 
plant pests and diseases. 

Locust invasions can destroy the crops of entire communities, 
and animal diseases kill large numbers of livestock, which are 
often the only assets of poor farmers. Without appropriate 
measures dedicated to preventing, alerting, preparing for 
and responding to such crises, they have an increasingly 
disastrous impact on the lives and livelihoods of vulnerable 
families and our overall food supply.
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Strengthening resilience to threats and crises

KEY FACTS:

•	 In 2014, 87% of natural disasters were climate related.

•	 Between 2003 and 2013, FAO estimated that 22% of damages 
caused by natural hazards and disasters in developing countries 
affected agriculture, increasing to 25% for climate-related disasters.

•	 Agriculture is the sector most affected by drought, absorbing about 
84% of the economic impact.

KEY FACTS:

•	 Over the past decades more than 75% of emerging diseases affecting 
humans originated in livestock and wildlife.

•	 Nearly 70% of the world’s 1.4 billion extremely poor people depend 
on livestock.

•	 Climate change now creates favourable conditions for animal and 
plant pest diseases spread in new areas.

•	 Plant diseases such as wheat rust can cause yield losses of up to 80%.

•	 A locust swarm the size of Paris eats the same amount of food in one 
day as half the population of France.
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UPDATE NEW!

NEW!

NEW!
FAO PUBLICATIONS 
CATALOGUE 2016 (summary)

From statistical analysis to specialized 
manuals to children’s books, FAO 
publications cater to a diverse range of 
audiences. This catalogue presents FAO’s 
main publications, covering the major 
themes of agriculture, forestry and fisheries, 
as well as new sections on cities, climate 
change, gender and indigenous peoples.

Pages: 110
Languages: EN

Languages: EN, FR, ESTHIS SERIES OF FACT SHEETS HIGHLIGHTS CROSS-CUTTING ISSUES AND GIVES AN OVERVIEW 
ON HOW FAO IS CONTRIBUTING TO GLOBAL EFFORTS TO MEET THE CHALLENGES.

As of 12 December 2016 FAO HQ published:
FAO PUBLICATIONS PRODUCTION
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193 in 5 other 
UN languages

BOOKS

803
All languages

BROCHURES

The FAO Regional Offices also published a further 104 books 
across the world

496
All languages
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