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INTRODUCTION 

OPENING STATEMENT BY THE PRIME MINISTER OF TURKEY 

1. His Excellency Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Prime Minister of Turkey, delivered an opening 
statement to the Conference before the formal work of the session commenced.  

TWENTY-SIXTH MCDOUGALL MEMORIAL LECTURE 1  

2. Professor Olivier De Schutter, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, 
delivered the Twenty-sixth McDougall Memorial Lecture, in memory of Frank Lidgett 
McDougall, a founding father of the Organization. 

PRESENTATION OF THE B.R. SEN AWARDS 2  

3. The 2008 B.R. Sen Award was conferred on Mr Javier Escobedo, a national of Peru, in 
recognition of his outstanding achievement in the development of FAO’s emergency and 
rehabilitation work in Haiti and the region, pioneering response, preparedness and transition to 
development, while serving as Regional Senior Emergency Coordinator for Latin America and 
the Caribbean.  

4. For 2009, the Award was bestowed upon two officers, one of whom was 
Mr Luigi Damiani, a national of Italy, for rehabilitation of the Palestinian agriculture in a conflict 
situation through the development and implementation of a coordinated portfolio of over 
30 projects providing immediate responses to crises and addressing longer-term recovery 
objectives.  

5. The 2009 Award was also given to Mr Kevin Gallagher of the United States for the 
establishment of an excellent FAO country programme in Sierra Leone that reinforced country 
ownership and introduced creative innovations, particularly in communications and field 
approaches. In 2008, Mr Gallagher was appointed FAO Representative in Sierra Leone where he 
established, within a very short timeframe, a highly-recognized FAO country development 
programme that provided support under the country’s Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 
Development Programme (CAADP) process in defining sector development initiatives.  

PRESENTATION OF THE A.H. BOERMA AWARD 3  

6. The A.H. Boerma Award for 2008-2009 was presented jointly to Ms Laetitia Clavreul, 
journalist for France’s Le Monde daily newspaper, in recognition of her exceptional coverage and 
analysis of the wide variety of issues affecting agriculture and food security both in the developed 
world and in developing countries, and to Mr Shykh Seraj, Bangladesh journalist and broadcaster. 
The award was jointly conferred on Mr Seraj for his untiring commitment to reporting on issues 
facing, in particular, millions of smallholder farmers in Bangladesh through print media, and most 
recently, through a regular television and news programme on the farming sector which has 
brought the problems of farmers to the attention of the broadest general public. 

                                                      
1 C 2009/INF/9; C 2009/PV/1; C 2009/PV/9. 

2 C 2009/INF/6; C 2009/PV/1; C 2009/PV/9. 
3 C 2009/INF/7; C 2009/PV/1; C 2009/PV/9. 
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PRESENTATION OF THE EDOUARD SAOUMA AWARD 4 

7. The Edouard Saouma Award is presented biennially to an institution that has 
implemented with particular efficiency a project funded by the Technical Cooperation Programme 
(TCP). The Award for 2008-2009 was presented to the Direction des Pêches du Ministère de 

l’environnement et des ressources halieutiques de la République du Tchad (Fisheries Department 
of the Ministry of the Environment and Fisheries Resources of the Republic of Chad) for its 
outstanding contribution to the implementation of a TCP project which aimed at strengthening the 
national capacity in sanitary control and responsible utilization of fish products. 

8. The Department was represented at the Ceremony by its Director, Ms Flore Koumatey Iré, 
who had been designated to receive the Award on behalf of her team. The Award was conferred to 
the Department for its exceptional capacities in mobilizing support from key partners at both 
central and community levels, as well as for the adoption and promotion of innovative technical 
and methodological approaches, such as the platform approach, which catered for technical 
deficiencies and socio-economic or cultural constraints in post-harvest fisheries. Ms Koumatey 
recalled the significant impact produced by the project in particular for women’s groups, as well as 
the catalytic effects generated for the country, such as: (i) enhanced food security through reduction 
of post-harvest losses; (ii) the construction of the national centre for control of products of animal 
origin, including fish products; and (iii) the wide adoption of the technological platform approach.  

MARGARITA LIZÁRRAGA MEDAL 5  

9. The Margarita Lizárraga Medal for 2008-2009 was presented to Honourable Dr Abraham 
Iyambo, Minister for Fisheries and Marine Resources in Namibia, in recognition of his 
distinguished leadership, nationally, regionally and internationally, in the application of the Code 
of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries through the implementation of responsible fisheries science, 
policies and management. 

STATEMENT BY A REPRESENTATIVE OF FAO STAFF BODIES 6 

10. A Member of the Interim Executive Committee of the Association of Professionals in 
FAO spoke on behalf of the three Staff Representative Bodies, focusing his intervention on FAO 
Reform and the challenges in the global struggle against food insecurity, hunger and malnutrition. 
He indicated that FAO employees were ready and willing to do their part to implement the 
objectives of the Organization. He stressed that for the FAO reform process to succeed, the 
necessary financial resources were needed. He also highlighted the need for the creation of an 
Ombudsperson position as a key element for Culture Change and the strengthening of trust in the 
Organization. Finally, he underlined that transparency, continuous dialogue and good 
communication were paramount to successful reform. 

IN MEMORIAM 7  

11. The Conference observed one minute of silence in memory of those staff members who 
had died since the Conference had last met. The names of the deceased staff members were read 
aloud and are contained in the Verbatim Records of the Conference. 

                                                      
4 C 2009/INF/8; C 2009/PV/1; CL 2009/PV9. 
5 C 2009/LIM/5; C 2009/PV/1; C 2009/PV/9. 
6 C 2009/PV/5. 

7 C 2009/PV/7; C 2009/PV/9. 
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ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON AND VICE-CHAIRPERSONS 8  

12. The Council nominated and the Conference elected Ms Kathleen A. Merrigan 
(United States of America) as Chairperson of the Thirty-sixth Session of the Conference. 

13. The Council nominated and the Conference elected the three Vice-Chairpersons of the 
Conference: 
 

Mr C. Q. K. Mustaq Ahmed (Bangladesh) 
Mr Hans-Heinrich Wrede (Germany) 
Ms Mary Margaret Muchada (Zimbabwe) 

APPOINTMENT OF GENERAL COMMITTEE AND CREDENTIALS 
COMMITTEE 9  

14. The Council recommended and the Conference elected the: 

Seven Members of the General Committee 
 

China Nigeria 
Guatemala Sweden 
Jordan United States of America 
New Zealand  

 

Nine Members of the Credentials Committee 
 

Austria Estonia Oman 

Cyprus Nicaragua San Marino 

El Salvador Niger Sri Lanka 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE SESSION 10  

15. The Conference adopted its Agenda as amended by the General Committee, and as given 
in Appendix A to this Report.  

16. The Conference adopted the arrangements and timetable proposed by the Hundred and 
Thirty-seventh Session of the Council, as approved by the General Committee.  

Establishment of Commissions and Appointment of their Chairpersons, 

Vice-Chairpersons and Drafting Committees 

17. The Conference concurred with the Council's recommendations to establish two 
Commissions to consider and report upon Parts I and II of the Agenda.  

18. In accordance with Rule VII and Rule XXIV-5 (b) of the General Rules of the 
Organization (GRO), the Hundred and Thirty-seventh Session of the Council nominated 
Mr Noel D. De Luna (Philippines) as Chairperson of Commission I and Ms Agnes van Ardenne- 
van der Hoeven (Netherlands) as Chairperson of Commission II, which the Conference approved.  

19. Mr Chris Hegadorn (United States of America) was elected Chairperson of the Drafting 
Committee for Commission I with the following membership: China, Colombia, Dominican 

                                                      
8 C 2009/12; C 2009/LIM/6-Rev.1; C 2009/PV/1; C 2009/PV/9. 

9 C 2009/12; C 2009/LIM/6-Rev.1; C 2009/PV/1; C 2009/PV/9. 
10 C 2009/1; C 2009/12; C 2009/INF/4; C 2009/LIM/1; C 2009/LIM/6-Rev1; C 2009/PV/2; C 2009/PV/9. 
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Republic, Egypt, France, Indonesia, New Zealand, Spain, Senegal, United States of America and 
Zambia.  

20. Mr Renato Mosca de Souza (Brazil) was elected Chairperson of the Drafting Committee 
for Commission II with the following membership: Afghanistan, Argentina, Australia, Brazil, 
Canada, China, Germany, Japan, Malaysia, Saudi Arabia, Sweden and Uganda.  

21. The Conference appointed the foregoing officers and, taking into consideration the 
proposals of the General Committee, in accordance with Rule XIII-2 GRO, also appointed the 
following Vice-Chairpersons: 
 

Commission I Mr Javad Shakhs Tavakolian (Islamic Republic of Iran) 

 Mr Fazil Dusunceli (Turkey) 

Commission II Ms Hedwig Wögerbauer (Austria) 

 Ms Gladys Urbaneja (Venezuela) 

Resolutions Committee of the Conference 

22. The Conference endorsed the recommendation of the Hundred and Thirty-seventh Session 
of the Council to establish a Resolutions Committee of seven Members, one from each Region, 
and appointed the following:  
 

  Africa  : Lesotho 

  Asia  : Indonesia 

 Europe  : Russian Federation 

 Latin America and the 
   Caribbean  

: Paraguay 

 Near East  : Iraq 

 North America  : Canada 

 Southwest Pacific  : Australia 

23. The Resolutions Committee elected His Excellency Hassan Janabi (Iraq) as Chairperson. 

24. The Conference approved the functions of the Resolutions Committee and the criteria for 
the formulation of resolutions, as given in Appendix C of document C 2009/12.  

Right of Reply 

25. The Conference confirmed the decision taken at its previous sessions to the effect that, 
when a Member wished to reply to criticisms of its Government's policy, it should preferably do 
so on the afternoon of the day on which such criticism had been voiced after all those wishing to 
participate in the discussion had had an opportunity to speak.  

Verbatim Records  

26. As provided for in Rule XVIII-1 GRO, Verbatim Records were kept of all Conference 
Plenary and Commission meetings. The Conference endorsed the recommendation of the General 
Committee that statements could be inserted in the Verbatim Records when time did not permit 
them to be delivered, taking into consideration, however, the conditions laid down by the General 
Committee. 
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Verification of Credentials 

27. The Credentials Committee held four meetings on 6, 12, 18 and 21 November to examine 
the credentials received for this session of the Conference. A report was issued as document 
C 2009/LIM/14, with 114 Members listed in List A and 52 Members listed in List B. Two 
members informed the Director-General of their intention not to attend the Conference. 

28. The lists reflect the situation as of mid-day of Saturday 21 November 2009. 

29. The credentials of the representatives of the United Nations, its Specialized Agencies and 
related organizations were duly deposited as prescribed under Rule III-2 of the General Rules of 
the Organization.  

Voting Rights 

30. The Conference noted that, in accordance with Article III-4 of the Constitution, at the 
beginning of the Session 17 Member Nations (Antigua and Barbuda, Comoros, Dominican 
Republic, Georgia, Guinea Bissau, Iraq, Kyrgyzstan, Liberia, Nauru, Nicaragua, Palau, Sao Tome 
and Principe, Sierra Leone, Solomon Islands, Somalia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan) had no right to 
vote in the Conference, since the amount of their arrears of contributions to the Organization 
exceeded the amount of the contribution due from them for the two preceding years. 

31. Two Member Nations (Democratic Republic of Congo and Burundi) made payments 
sufficient to regain their voting rights.  

32. The Conference decided to restore voting rights to the Dominican Republic, Guinea 
Bissau, and Sierra Leone, which had requested special consideration under Article III.4 of the 
FAO Constitution. 

33. The Conference decided to restore the voting rights to Somalia in view of the prevailing 
circumstances faced by the country. 

34. The Conference accepted the request by Iraq and Georgia to repay their arrears through 
instalment plans and therefore decided to restore their voting rights. To this effect, the Conference 
adopted the following Resolutions: 
 

RESOLUTION 1/2009 
Payment of Contributions - Georgia 

 

THE CONFERENCE, 

Noting that the Government of Georgia had made a proposal that it liquidate part of its arrears of 
contributions over a period of six years commencing in 2010 in addition to paying each current 
contribution in the calendar year of assessment, 

Decides that: 

Notwithstanding Financial Regulation 5.5 the arrears of contributions of Georgia totalling US$ 
1,217,323.08 shall be settled through the payment of six annual instalments of 
US$ 121,732.31 each from 2010 to 2015 with the remaining balance of the arrears being subject 
to reconsideration and rescheduling in 2015. 
 

1. The first instalment shall be payable on 1 January 2010. 

2. The annual payment of the instalments referred to above, together with the payment of each 
current contribution in the calendar year of assessment and any advances to the Working Capital 
Fund, shall be considered as fulfilment of the financial obligations of Georgia to the 
Organization. 
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3. Instalments shall be payable in accordance with Financial Regulation 5.5. 

4. Default in payment of two instalments shall render this instalment plan null and void. 
 

(Adopted on 23 November 2009) 
 

RESOLUTION 2/2009 
Payment of Contributions - Iraq 

 

THE CONFERENCE, 

Noting that the Government of Iraq had made a proposal that it liquidate its arrears of contributions 
over a period of ten years commencing in 2009 in addition to paying each current contribution in the 
calendar year of assessment, 

Further noting that, since 1 January 2009, Iraq has effected payments of arrears in accordance with 
the instalment plan, 

Further noting that Iraq has paid its assessed contributions for the year 2009,  

Decides that: 
 
1. Notwithstanding Financial Regulation 5.5 the arrears of contributions of Iraq totalling USD 

4,928,518.30 and EUR 454,206.07 shall be settled through the payment of nine annual 
instalments of USD 547,613.03 and EUR 50,467.34 each from 2010 to 2018. 

2. The first instalment shall be payable on 1 January 2010. 
3. The annual payment of the instalments referred to above, together with the payment of each 

current contribution in the calendar year of assessment and any advances to the Working 
Capital Fund, shall be considered as fulfilment of the financial obligations of the Republic of 
Iraq to the Organization. 

4. Instalments shall be payable in accordance with Financial Regulation 5.5. 
5. Default in payment of two instalments shall render this instalment plan null and void. 
 

(Adopted on 23 November 2009) 

35. The Conference noted that the eleven Member Nations which had not written a letter 
requesting special consideration (Antigua and Barbuda, Comoros, Kyrgyzstan, Liberia, Nauru, 
Nicaragua, Palau, Sao Tome and Principe, Solomon Islands, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan) had 
effectively lost their voting rights. 

ADMISSION OF OBSERVERS 11 

Liberation Movements 

36. The Conference confirmed the invitation issued by the Director-General, at the suggestion 
of the Hundred and Thirty-sixth Session of the Council, to the Palestine Liberation Organization. 

Intergovernmental Organizations and International 

Non-Governmental Organizations 

37. The Conference reviewed the list of intergovernmental organizations and international 
non-governmental organizations to which the Director-General had extended a provisional 
invitation to the Session, and confirmed the said provisional invitations. 

                                                      
11 C 2009/12; C 2009/13; C 2009/PV/2; C 2009/PV/9. 
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REVIEW OF THE STATE OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 12  

38. Seventy-two Heads of Delegation intervened on this agenda item. Member Nations 
commented on the global agricultural and food security situation and on the issue of preparedness 
and effective response to food and agricultural threats and emergencies. Several Members also 
provided information on the agricultural and food security situation of their respective countries, 
and reported on policies and policy reforms. Two Observers also spoke. 

39. The Conference noted with great concern the recent sharp deterioration in the global food 
security situation, as the food crisis and the subsequent financial and economic crisis had 
combined to push the estimated number of undernourished in the world to more than one billion 
people in 2009. It likewise noted that this recent sharp increase in global hunger had come on top 
of an already worrying upward trend in the number of undernourished people that had been 
observed since the mid-1990s. The Conference reiterated the urgency of action aimed at reversing 
this trend and moving onto a path of sustained reductions in levels of global hunger. 

40. The Conference recognized that the task of eliminating world hunger would have to be 
confronted in a context of additional ever more pressing challenges, including those of feeding a 
growing world population, which was projected to reach 9 billion people by 2050, of meeting 
increasing demand for bio-fuels, with the consequent pressures on natural resources, as well as the 
need to ensure sustainable management of our limited natural resource base.  

41. The Conference especially underlined the major threats posed by climate change, which 
risked jeopardizing the food security of large parts of the world’s poorest and most vulnerable 
populations and nations. It called for global agriculture to confront the dual challenge of adapting 
to climate change and contributing to mitigation. Sustained efforts in research and technological 
innovation were called for to achieve this objective. 

42. The Conference noted the significant challenge of food and agricultural threats and 
emergencies in achieving global and national food security. Members expressed appreciation of 
FAO’s work in emergencies and early recovery and stressed the value of strengthened 
partnerships between the Rome-based Agencies, building on their respective comparative 
advantages and strengths. Members underscored the importance of FAO support to the 
development of early warning systems, preparedness and risk reduction. The Conference further 
noted that the increased frequency and intensity of extreme weather events due to climate change 
would lead to a greater number of crises and disasters, and emphasized the need for more work on 
climate change adaptation. A number of Members highlighted the importance of ensuring 
effective transition between response, rehabilitation, recovery and development. The Conference 
stressed the need to strengthen institutions and build capacity at national and local levels to 
address agricultural threats and emergencies, noting the need for increased focus on rural women, 
the elderly and youth. 

43. The Conference underlined that eliminating hunger, while addressing the other major 
challenges facing global agriculture, would require a significant stepping-up of national and 
international investments, public and private, in agriculture as well as food security and nutrition. 
It stressed the generally high levels of returns on agricultural investments in productivity-
enhancing innovations, infrastructure and market institutions and highlighted the importance of 
special emphasis on the needs of women and the poorest and most vulnerable populations. It 
recalled the responsibility of all parties in ensuring the provision of the necessary resources in a 
timely and reliable fashion.  

44. Several delegations also stressed the importance of a free and fair rules-based trading 
system as an essential component of combating hunger and poverty, and for avoiding a repetition 

                                                      
12 C 2009/2; C 2009/2 Add.1; C 2009/PV/2; C 2009/PV9. 
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of the recent food crisis. Calls were made for a successful conclusion of the Doha Round of 
Multilateral Trade Negotiations. 

45. The Conference welcomed the declaration of the World Summit on Food Security held in 
Rome from 16 to 18 November 2009 as an important step in mobilizing efforts to combat hunger 
in the world. It stressed the importance of implementation of the Five Rome Principles for 
Sustainable Global Food Security contained therein. 

46. The Conference also underlined the need for effective international coordination and 
governance for food security. It emphasized the importance of the Global Partnership for 
Agriculture, Food Security and Nutrition with the Committee on World Food Security (CFS) as a 
central component. In this context, it made special reference to the role of a reformed CFS in 
providing a platform for discussion and coordination to strengthen collaborative efforts among all 
involved parties. 

47. At the technical level, the Conference stressed the need for coordination between UN 
Agencies as well as other international bodies involved in the efforts towards hunger reduction 
and agricultural and rural development. Specific reference was made to the need for effective 
coordination among the Rome-based Agencies. 

48. The Conference expressed its support to a reformed FAO and commended reform efforts 
undertaken so far. It emphasized the need for continued and effective reform so as to equip FAO 
to effectively play its role in the coordinated international efforts to combat hunger and poverty 
and ensure agricultural and rural development.  

SUBSTANTIVE AND POLICY MATTERS IN FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURE 

GLOBAL STRATEGY FOR AGRICULTURAL AND RURAL STATISTICS 13 

49. The Conference welcomed the high quality Global Strategy for Agricultural and Rural 
Statistics prepared by the FAO Statistics Division, which took into account the findings and 
recommendations of the recent Independent Evaluation of FAO’s Role and Work in Statistics. 
The Conference recognized that the Global Strategy was essential for the improvement of 
agricultural and rural statistics and to meet the new and emerging demand in statistics for 
development policies in the twenty-first century. 

50. The Conference appreciated FAO’s leadership in agricultural statistics and commended 
its strategic role in the development of the Global Strategy, in partnership with international 
organizations, developed and developing countries.  

51. The Conference noted that the decennial FAO World Programme for the Census of 
Agriculture was very important to Member Nations’ statistics programmes. It found that FAO’s 
support in statistics capacity-building at country level in areas such as food balance sheets, 
estimation of undernourishment and economic accounts for agriculture was very useful, and 
suggested that the Organization step up its assistance in these and other related areas. It was 
confident that the Global Strategy would give a new impetus to FAO’s leadership in the 
international arena regarding agricultural statistics.  

52. While agreeing with the key components of the Global Strategy, the Conference 
emphasized the importance of involving data users in its development and implementation. It also 
recognized that its implementation required flexibility, as local conditions were important in 
determining the elements of the strategy to be adopted at country level, such as the dominant role 
of livestock in some countries, for which good statistics for the sub-sector was crucial. The 

                                                      
13 C 2009/23; C 2009/I/PV/1; C 2009/PV/9.  
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Conference was pleased to note that the Global Strategy addressed the emerging data needs, 
especially when taking into account the link between agricultural activities and the environment 
and their impact on climate change.  

53. The integration of agriculture into national statistical systems was considered a very 
important component of the Strategy. For this reason, the Conference stressed the necessity of 
close collaboration between the ministries of agriculture and the national statistics offices, and 
noted with satisfaction that the government agencies of these two countries were closely related in 
the formulation of the Global Strategy. It was recommended that whenever possible rural and 
agricultural statistics used by FAO be collected from relevant national authorities. 

54. The Conference highly appreciated the extensive consultation process in the development 
of the Global Strategy which involved development partners, developed and developing countries, 
the FAO Governing Bodies and the United Nations Statistical Commission. 

55. The Conference supported the Global Strategy for Agricultural and Rural Statistics. It 
noted that following its endorsement by the United Nations Statistical Commission in February 
2010, an implementation plan would be developed during 2010.  

56. The Conference stressed the importance of a gradual implementation of the Global 
Strategy in countries where the statistics system was still weak and noted the strategic role that 
Regional Organizations could play in ensuring the sustainability of countries’ agricultural 
statistical systems. It was suggested that FAO develop partnerships with relevant regional and 
international organizations with a view to ensuring greater coherence in data and avoiding 
duplication in its collection. The Conference stressed that adequate resources be allocated to 
statistics programmes, both at national and international levels. The Conference suggested that a 
multi-donor approach should be utilized to implement the Global Strategy. 

PROGRESS REPORT ON THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF NATURAL 
FIBRES 14  

57. The Conference received a progress report on the International Year of Natural Fibres 
which was being facilitated by FAO. The Conference noted the importance of progress in raising 
awareness of natural fibres to expand demand and improve the welfare of the millions engaged in 
natural fibre production and processing globally.  

INTERIM REPORT ON THE TRIENNIAL COMPREHENSIVE POLICY 
REVIEW OF OPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES FOR DEVELOPMENT OF THE 

UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM 15  

58. The Conference recalled the requirement for submitting an Interim Report originating 
from FAO Conference resolutions 13/2005 and 2/2007. These resolutions requested the Director-
General to take appropriate actions for the full implementation of the UN General Assembly 
Resolutions 59/250 and 62/208 on the Triennial Comprehensive Policy Review of Operational 
Activities for Development of the United Nations System (TCPR 2004 and 2007). 

59. The Conference welcomed the second Interim Report submitted by the FAO Secretariat 
and encouraged FAO to continue working towards increased UN System-wide coherence in 
accordance with established mandates, harmonization, effectiveness and efficiency, while bearing 
in mind that national ownership, priorities and execution represented cornerstones of the 
development process. 

                                                      
14 C 2009/INF/18; C 2009/I/PV/3; C 2009/PV/9. 
15 C 2009/14; C 2009/I/PV/1; C 2009/PV/9. 
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