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Executive Summary 

This document aims to provide background to the Sustainable Ocean Initiative Global Dialogue with 
Regional Seas Organizations and Regional Fisheries Bodies (SOI), with an update based on the most 
recent 3rd meeting (25-28 October 2022), and also provide an update on the relevant cooperation 
between RECOFI and ROPME.  

The Commission is requested to: 

• Note the outcomes of the 3rd meeting of the Sustainable Ocean Initiative Global Dialogue with 
Regional Seas Organizations and Regional Fisheries Bodies 

• Note the status of cooperation with ROPME and provide any guidance on the way forward 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 

1. This document aims to provide background to the Sustainable Ocean Initiative Global Dialogue 
with Regional Seas Organizations and Regional Fisheries Bodies (SOI), with an update based on the 
most recent 3rd meeting (25-28 October 2022), and also provide an update on the relevant cooperation 
between RECOFI and ROPME.  

SUSTAINABLE OCEAN INITIATIVE GLOBAL DIALOGUE WITH REGIONAL 
SEAS ORGANIZATIONS AND REGIONAL FISHERIES BODIES 
2. The Sustainable Ocean Initiative (SOI) Global Dialogue with Regional Seas Organizations 
(RSOs) and Regional Fishery Bodies (RFBs) was developed, in collaboration with the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP), to facilitate dialogue between regional organizations, to share lessons and experiences in 
regional collaboration and to identify opportunities to improve cross-sectoral collaboration, in order to 
address issues related to fisheries management and conservation and sustainable use of marine 
biodiversity, and to progress on global goals and commitments for the oceans. The first meeting of the 
SOI Global Dialogue was convened from 26 to 29 September 2016, and the second meeting was 
convened from 10 to 13 April 2018, both in Seoul, Republic of Korea. Additionally, due to the delay of 

REGIONAL COMMISSION FOR FISHERIES 

12TH SESSION 

JEDDAH, KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA 
27-29 NOVEMBER 2023 

CBD SUSTAINABLE OCEANS INITIATIVE GLOBAL DIALOGUE WITH 
REGIONAL SEAS ORGANIZATIONS AND REGIONAL FISHERY BODIES: 

UPDATES FROM THE 3RD MEETING (25-28 OCT 2022) AND COOPERATION 
BETWEEN RECOFI AND ROPME 



RECOFI/XII/2023/9 

the 3rd meeting as a result of the COVID-19 epidemic, a virtual Intersessional Workshop for the SO) 
Global Dialogue RSOs and RFBs was convened by CBD, in collaboration with FAO and UNEP, from 
29 September to 1 October 2021. 

3RD MEETING OF THE SUSTAINABLE OCEAN INITIATIVE GLOBAL DIALOGUE 
WITH REGIONAL SEAS ORGANIZATIONS AND REGIONAL FISHERY BODIES 
3. The 3rd Meeting of the Sustainable Ocean Initiative Global Dialogue with Regional Seas 
Organizations and Regional Fishery Bodies was convened in Busan, Republic of Korea, from 25 to 28 
October 2022. Financial support was provided by the Government of the Republic of Korea (through 
the Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries), the Government of Japan (through the Japan Biodiversity Fund), 
and the Government of France (through the French Biodiversity Agency). The meeting was convened 
by the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP), and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), with the 
organizational support of the National Marine Biodiversity Institute of Korea (MABIK). 

4. The meeting focused on the core objectives of the Sustainable Ocean Initiative Global 
Dialogue, namely (i) sharing experiences on the respective work of RSOs and RFBs, (ii) sharing 
experiences on coordination and collaboration between RSOs and RFBs in regions where this is 
occurring, (iii) identifying opportunities and approaches for coordination and collaboration between 
RSOs and RFBs, and (iv) identifying the roles of, and opportunities for, RSOs and RFBs in facilitating 
and monitoring progress towards global goals and targets for the ocean.  

5. The meeting focused on specific timely issues of relevance, including other effective area-based 
conservation measures, as well as issues related to the post-2020 global biodiversity framework, an 
international legally binding instrument under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS) on the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond 
national jurisdiction, and an international legally binding instrument on plastic pollution, including in 
the marine environment, all of which were still under development in their respective processes and not 
yet finalized at the time of the meeting. The meeting also considered these issues in the context of the 
four thematic areas of focus of the SOI Global Dialogue: (i) ecosystem approach/ecosystem-based 
management, (ii) area-based management tools, (iii) reducing and mitigating the impacts of pollution, 
and (iv) monitoring, assessment and information-sharing.  

6. Updates were also provided directly by representatives of RSOs and RFBs, through regionally- 
coordinated presentations, addressing developments in regional collaboration and coordination, which 
included updates on RECOFI and  Regional Organization for the Conservation of the Environment of 
the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden (PERSGA), Regional Organization for the Protection of the Marine 
Environment (ROPME)  

7. Progress and Developments in Regional Coordination and Collaboration was highlighted, and 
it was noted that the scale and prevalence of regional coordination and collaboration has increased 
significantly since the beginning of the SOI Global Dialogue in 2016, facilitated by increased awareness 
among stakeholders of the value of such collaboration and enhanced global-level discussions on these 
issues, including through the SOI Global Dialogue; The meeting participants also noted that 
strengthening and formalizing cooperation is valuable for identifying common interests and objectives, 
enhancing mutual understanding of organizational mandates, and supporting accountability and 
transparency. The meeting also noted other relevant ongoing opportunities to support regional 
collaboration and coordination through the Regional Fishery Body Secretariats’ Network (RSN). 

8. The meeting also discussed thematic issues of relevance to regional coordination and 
cooperation, specifically on Other Effective Area-based Conservation Measures (OECMs), BBNJ and 
forthcoming negotiations on an internationally legally binding instrument on plastic pollution, including 
in the marine environment.  

9. One key outcome from this meeting, relevant for RECOFI was the Regional Roadmap on 
Advancing Collaboration and coordination between RSOs and RFBs in the Western Indian Ocean and 
Adjacent Areas, which is included below as Appendix 1 and highlights key areas, activites and 
modalities for cooperation between RFBs and RSOs in the Indian Ocean.  
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COOPERATION BETWEEN RECOFI AND ROPME 
 

10. The Regional Organization for the Protection of the Marine Environment (ROPME) is an 
Intergovernmental Organization, the permanent headquarters of which is located in Kuwait. ROPME 
was established on 1 July 1979 in accordance with Article XVI of the Kuwait Regional Convention for 
Cooperation on the Protection of the Marine Environment from Pollution, 1978. Bahrain, I.R.Iran, Iraq, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and UAE are Parties to the Convention and the State of Kuwait is 
the Depository. There are four Protocols under the Convention addressing marine emergencies, land- 
based activities, sea-based pollution and hazardous wastes. The Convention and its four Protocols and 
the Kuwait Action Plan for the Protection and Development of the Marine Environment and the Coastal 
Areas are registered with the Secretariat of the United Nations in accordance with Article 102 of the 
Charter of the United Nations. 

11. At the seventh session of the Regional Commission for Fisheries (RECOFI) held in Tehran, 
Islamic Republic of Iran, 14-16 May 2013, the Commission concurred on the need for due consideration 
to be given to ongoing ecosystem changes and their impacts, including climate change and red tide 
impacts on both fisheries and aquaculture. The Commission welcomed the opportunity to strengthen 
cooperation with the Fisheries Resources Committee of the GCC and other relevant regional partners 
including the execution of joint activities of fisheries and aquaculture. 

12. In this respect, and also with regards to common regional priorities, the Commission 
emphasized the value of effective and viable regional cooperation which should be fostered by RECOFI 
in partnership with other interested entities, such as the Fisheries Resources Committee of the GCC, 
Regional Organization for the Protection of the Marine Environment (ROPME) and the World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF). In this regard, the Secretariat proposed that a formal partnership arrangement between 
these bodies be sought. 

13. At the regional workshop “Toward the Development of a Regional Ecosystem Based 
Management Strategy for ROPME Sea Area” held from 4 to 7 April 2016 in Dubai, UAE, the meeting 
produced 12 recommendations, one of which Recommendation 10 specifically addressed the 
cooperation between ROPME and RECOFI: “Considering the identical geographical coverage and 
membership of ROPME and RECOFI, it would be highly desirable and advisable to establish an 
effective and viable cooperation framework. In this regard, ROPME and RECOFI should discuss areas 
for cooperation through a joint meeting”. 

Memorandum Of Understanding between RECOFI and ROPME 

14. Formulation of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between FAO/RECOFI and ROPME 
began in early 2016. The version of MoU which was sent to FAO for clearance was submitted to the 
Ninth Session of RECOFI (2017) for information. On 27 November 2018, the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the 
Regional Organization for the Protection of the Marine Environment (ROPME). FAO’s signing, which 
was on behalf of RECOFI, came at ROPME headquarters in Kuwait City, Kuwait.  

15. The MoU established a framework for identifying, facilitating and strengthening cooperation 
between FAO/RECOFI and ROPME aiming at benefiting from both parties’ initiatives and work in 
relation to sustainable use of marine living resources. Both organizations agreed to cooperate on the 
management of marine environment and its ecosystems, marine biodiversity conservation and 
management, promotion of awareness on conservation of the marine environment, joint technical 
projects, joint organization of seminars, workshops and technical training in the fields of mutual 
interest, and joint technical publications. The MoU marked the launch of an important regional 
partnership in support of sustainable use of marine living resources and protection of marine 
environment. The MoU had a duration of four years, concluding in 2022.  

16. At the 11th Session of RECOFI, 25-27 October 2021, the Commission noted the importance of 
continuing the cooperation with ROPME and specifically conducting joint activities under the MoU, 
and requested that the Secretariat proceed with the renewal of the MoU. The Commission recognized 
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the importance of joint activities related to both fisheries and aquaculture, and that activities related to 
both should be pursued by the WGA and the WGFM.  

17. The RECOFI Secretary sent communications to ROPME in August 2022 noting that the 
existing MoU was due to expire in November 2022. Communications between RECOFI and ROPME 
Secretariats continued, and in August 2023 ROPME confirmed that, after bringing this issue through 
their internal processes, they are enthusiastically agreed to continue the formalized cooperation with 
RECOFI and would like to proceed with the MoU and requested the RECOFI Secretariat to take action 
to develop the new MoU and to include new collaborative programs.  
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APPENDIX 1: REGIONAL ROADMAP ON ADVANCING COLLABORATION AND 
COORDINATION BETWEEN RSOS AND RFBS: WESTERN INDIAN OCEAN & 
ADJACENT AREAS  

1. Common vision: Regional cooperation towards a healthy, productive and resilient ocean for the 
well-being of all.  

2. Major milestones  

• Identification and shared understanding of existing relevant bodies, and their competencies, 
mandates (i.e., RSOs & RFBs; collaboration with LMEs; support from CBD, FAO, UNEP, 
IMO, UNESCO-IOC, and other competent intergovernmental organizations);  

• Enhanced framework for collaboration for strengthening cooperation at the regional level (i.e., 
RSOs & RFBs; collaboration with LMEs; supported by CBD, FAO, UNEP, IMO, UNESCO-
IOC, and other competent intergovernmental organizations);  

• Identified areas of common interest and opportunities for collaboration and information 
exchange; and  

• Established mechanisms for coordination, engagement and collaboration in areas of common 
interest.  

3. Thematic issues and common interests (i.e., areas where the work RSOs and RFBs can be 
complementary within the frameworks of GBF, 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, BBNJ, and 
INC on plastic pollution)  

• Ecosystem Approach;  
• Marine and coastal spatial planning;  
• Area-based management tools (ABMTs), such as marine protected areas (MPAs), other 

effective area-based conservation measures (OECMs) and other spatial management measures;  
• Management, conservation and restoration of critical habitats, including essential fish habitats;  
• Recovery and conservation of threatened species;  
• Invasive alien species;  
• Pollution including marine litter in relation to international legally binding instrument on plastic 

pollution, including in the marine environment;  
• Climate change impacts and adaptation;  
• Aquaculture;  
• Sustainable and resilient livelihoods development;  
• Small-scale fisheries and aquaculture representation in inter-sectoral ocean governance policy 

and planning processes;  
• Integrated assessments, covering environmental, social and economic aspects;  
• Ocean literacy; and  
• Community based management and co-management.  

4. Key actors  

• RSOs and RFBs: serve as platform for regional intergovernmental collaboration on coastal and 
marine environment and fisheries management (including Nairobi Convention, PERSGA, 
RECOFI, SWIOFC, IOTC, SIOFA).  

• RECs: interlocutors between RFBs and RSOs with the AU (IOC, SADC, IGAD, EAC, 
COMESA).  

• IGOs: platform for harmonization of policies, coordinating donors, technical advice, supporting 
capacity building, linkages with governments (CBD, UNEP, FAO, IOC-UNESCO, AU, 
UN/DOALOS, IMO, CITES, IUCN, etc.).  
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• Civil Society: advocacy, improving transparency, community mobilization, raising the profile of 
issues and ongoing efforts, improving knowledge, developing political will, funding mobilization, 
technical implementation and research (WWF, Birdlife, TNC, local NGOs, CBOs, etc.).  

• Scientific Community: technical advice and research (governmental and non-governmental 
research institutions).  

• Private Sector: stakeholder in policy processes, technical advice, information, practical 
transitioning to sustainable practices, funding (EARFISH, SANSAFA, individual companies, 
industrial associations, organizations representing economic sector interests, etc.).  

• Donors: financial support and technical support (international financial institutions, donor 
agencies, private trust, etc.).  

5. Possible collaborative activities  

• Information exchange, coordination, standardization;  
• Policy coordination;  
• Coordination to ensure synergies and complementarity of activities and initiatives;  
• Collaboration on resource mobilization;  
• Joint development of integrated assessments, guidelines and tools for policy implementation;  
• Coordination on events and stakeholder engagement; and  
• Joint or coordinated capacity-building activities.  

6. Possible modalities  

• Attending each other’s meetings and technical workshop, as appropriate;  
• Regularly communicating with each other, including through meetings or correspondence 

groups, to exchange information;  
• Sharing outcomes of meetings, events and projects, as well as work plans;  
• Creating joint task-forces, as appropriate, on thematic issues and for the design, implementation 

and review of relevant projects and resources appeals; and  
• Developing joint or linked digital platforms for information sharing.  

7. Short-term priority actions (3 years)  

• Identifying priority areas of shared concern and mechanisms for collaboration and information 
exchange;  

• Developing information and knowledge exchange sharing strategies and mechanisms;  
• Developing plans for cooperation in selected priority areas of common interest;  
• Identifying possible sources of financing to support collaboration and joint initiatives;  
• Organizing meetings of RSO and RFB secretariats; and  
• Collaborating in contributing to the next assessment(s) under the UN Regular Process  

8. Overarching/general issues/cross-cutting issues  

• Gender mainstreaming;  
• Regional cooperation for discussing/coordinating work toward various international agendas 

(including GBF, SDGs and MEAs);  
• Contributing towards sustainable ocean-based economy strategies;  
• Promotion and implementation of an ecosystem approach and integrated ocean governance;  
• Science-policy interface and cross-sectoral stakeholder engagement in policy processes;  
• Youth engagement; and  
• Capacity building.  
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