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CHAIRMAN 
Distinguished delegates, observers, representatives of the United Nations and Specialized 
Agencies and others. I am greatly honoured to chair Commission I of the Conference, and feel 
confident that with your cooperation and with the help of the Vice-Chairmen and Secretariat we 
will achieve the objectives in front of us with much efficiency and harmony and in a timely 
manner. 

I would like to remind you that Commission I of the Conference deals with major trends and 
policies in food and agriculture, with the exception of the general debate in Plenary on the State 
of Food and Agriculture. As far as the appointment of the Commission's Vice-Chairmen is 
concerned, I am pleased to inform that Ambassador Dominici from France and Mr. Atul Sinha 
from India are the two Vice-Chairmen of this Commission. As far as the Drafting Committee is 
concerned, I still do not have the names, as soon as I get them I will announce them to you for 
your information. 

Let us speak now about the time available for the debate. I would like to draw the attention of the 
distinguished delegates to document C 97/12 which sets out arrangements for the Twenty-ninth 
Session of the Conference, in particular paragraph 25 which emphasizes the procedures and 
debate during the session. May I also point out that Commission I is scheduled to meet for only 
four working sessions: Monday and Tuesday, today and tomorrow, 10th and 11th November 
respectively, to debate the issues in the six agenda items before it and to adopt its report on 
Thursday, 13th November. This will call for the utmost discipline regarding the lengths of our 
interventions. 

Distinguished delegates, we have been talking a lot about savings in different F AO meetings, so 
today we have the chance to put these talks to a test by trying to keep our discussion short and 
within the timeframe allocated to us. I would appeal to you to please keep your statements and 
interventions short, and not to discuss issues raised by previous speakers. Just make a reference 
to that, and you can be sure that it will appear in the minutes of the meeting and the Verbatim 
Record of the Conference. If possible please hand out your statements to the Secretariat for 
inclusion in the Verbatim Records and present only a concise version of that in the discussions. I 
tend to give priority to the representatives of OECD, Group of 77 and regional groups in various 
statements, so that it makes it easier for you to make a difference between the points they have 
made. This way we can shorten the time of discussion if they are ready to do so, which I do not 
know yet. As far as working hours of the session are concerned, please note that the Commission 
should have its work completed and its Report adopted by Thursday, 13th November. On this 
basis, I propose the Commission's working hours as follows: morning sessions 09.30 to 12.30 
hours and afternoon 14.30 to 17.30 hours. Unfortunately, this morning we could not start on time, 
but I hope that we can make up for the delay in the coming sessions. In case all our efforts do not 
work, it may be necessary to extend sessions beyond the normal closing time or an extra session 
may prove to be necessary. We will announce it later for your information. You all know that the 
agenda has been adopted by the Plenary of the Conference, so we do not have an adoption of the 
agenda and can therefore start with the adopted agenda. 
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