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Preparation af this Document

This Fisheries Circular has been prepared in the Inland Water Resources and Agquaculture
Service of the Fishery Resources and Environment Division of FAQ in response to numerous requests
on standards for hazardous substances in seafood. It is a result of work related to risk assessment
associated with mercury levels in seafood, combined with an initial compilation of legal limits for
mercury in fish. The major body of information was obtained from Government Authorities and
Institutions as a result of a warldwide enquiry.

ABSTRACT

A worldwide compilation on legal limits of hazardous substances in
fish and fishery products is presented. Faor each country, it provides
the name and address of Government Authorities and Institutions in
charge of issuing and/or enforcing standards or legal limits, lists
limits for mercury, other trace metals and pesticides and other
biocides, and specifies any relevant Information on enforcement,
imminent changes and other pertinent comments.

4/35114

For bibliographic purposes, this document should be cited as follows:

Nauen, C.E., Compilation of legal limits for hazardous substances in fish and fishery products. FAO
1983 Fish.Circ., (764):102 p.

FAO Fisheries Circular {FAQO Fish.Circ.)

A vehicle for distribution of short or ephemeral notes, lists, etc., including provisional versions of
documents to be issued later in other series.
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Introduction

The idea of starting an enquiry on standards and legal action levels for various metal and non-
metal contaminants in fish and fishery products first evolved during early 1982, after FAO had
frequently been approached by institutions and companies active in international commerce,
requesting such information which often, however, could not be supplied. Furthermore, it was learnt
that some tropical developing countries were suffering multi-million dollar losses every year for not
complying with standards set in importing countries and hence saw their products refused entry into
the market. Some of these losses were obviously attributable to lack of information on contaminant
standards. This, we feel, might be of increasing relevance in view of attempts in several countries,
previously not having legal limits, to develop the juridical and enforcement frame for products
quality control at various levels. . '

Therefore, we embarked on the enquiry, sending out a short questionnaire (Appendix 1) to
collect pertinent information on legal limits for mercury, other metals, pesticides and other
contaminants, on their validity for domestic and imported fishery products, and their enforcement. In
the initial phase, we selected the authorities to be approached from the 'Register of Import
Regulations for Fish and Fish Products', issued by FAO's Fisheries Industry Division.  After the
encouraging response, we addressed ourselves, by way of the FAO Representatives or the UNDP
Resident Representatives, to all remaining FAO member countries with the dual purpose of
identifying the appropriate institutions or authorities and of obtaining notes on any existing
standards. For the sake of compiling a comprehensive worldwide overview, countries that are not
members of FAO were also approached. 0On the whole, in only few instances we did not get a
response. In such cases, if possible, we drew upon other sources, particularly the 'Report on mercury
in fish and fish products', by the Australian Warking Group on Mercury in Fish, published by the
Australian Government Publishing Service, Canberra, 371 p., 1980. Whenever reqgulations have been
reported to us, they were synthesized in a standard format and returned to the originator for
confirmation. Since the terminoclogy used in describing chemical components and substances is
similar in many languages, this circular has been prepared in English only.

The following compilation is by country in alphabetical order and lists only the authority {(or
authorities) in charge of issuing or enforcing standards who will supply further information upon
request. In the columns on contaminant standards, mercury has been separated from the other metals
because of the outstanding present and historical concern about its levels in foodstuffs in general, and
seafood in particular. If not state_cl otherwise, legal limits for each contaminant are given in ppm
(parts per million, equal to mg - kg ) of fresh or live weight followed by a specification of the raw
or processed item for which it is applicable. Usually, reference is made to the Government Decree
or Regulation and the date of its coming into force. The 'Remarks' column indicates cases in which
we obtained information from sources other than the Government authority approached.
Furthermore, explanations are given on the enforcement system and related rules where available,
alerts on changes anticipated for the near future, and other comments as appropriate.

The present compilation is our first attempt to extend a comprehensive information service on
legal limits for contaminants in fish and fishery products. We wish to thank all those who have so far
contributed information and hope that it will be a useful reference list. At the same time we invite
users to forward their suggestions and comments as well as new information to the Fishery Resources
and Environment Division in order to improve any further editions.
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APPENDIX 1

The following guestions were forwarded to Government Authorities and Institutions in order to
compile pertinent information on legal limits for hazardous substances in fish and fishery products:

- Are there legal limits in force for methylmercury or any other toxic
substances (please specify) in fish, shelifish and fishery products? (Do
they refer to fresh weight or dry weight?}

- If so, since when are they in force?

- Were there any recent changes?

- Are changes anticipated for the near future?

- Is a control system in operation for enforcement of legal limits?

- Are legal limits equally applied on national production and imports?

- Have recommendations of a non-legally-binding character been issued on
contaminants?

~ Should you not be aware of the relevant standards or quality criteria, we
would be grateful if you would advise us which other agencies of your
government we should approach.











