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1. In response to member country requests1, FAO, in collaboration with member countries 
and a wide variety of partners2, is facilitating a process to develop a Planted Forests Code. The 
Code aims at describing the priority principles for policy, legal, regulatory and other enabling 
conditions for the responsible planning and management of planted forests. 

2. The draft Code, which will be available in early 2006, will be presented at an Information 
Session at the 15th African Forestry and Wildlife Commission (AFWC).  Participants will be 
briefed on the process used to develop the code and invited to: 

  
• comment on the usefulness of the Code 
• endorse the consultative process for the development of the Code (see description on page 2) 
• encourage country feedback on the draft Code 
• initiate discussions on the implementation of the Code in Africa, including the possible need 

for capacity building.   

                                                      
1 17th Committee on Forestry, Rome, Italy, 2005 (Para 54); International Council of Forest and Paper Associations Meeting, Australia, 
2003; and the country-led UNFF Intersessional Meeting on the Role of Planted Forests in Sustainable Forest Management, New 
Zealand, 2003 
2 Collaborating partners include Government representatives, American Forest and Paper Association (AF&PA), Associação Brasileira 
de Celulose e Papel (BRACELPA), Portuguese Paper Industry Association (CELPA)/Conseil européen des Professions immobilières 
(CEPI), Encuentro Internacional, Forestal, Maderero, Celulosa y Papel (CORMA-CHILE), International Council of Forest and Paper 
Associations (ICFPA), Japan Overseas Plantation Centre for Pulpwood (JOPP)/Japan Paper Association (JPA) Centre for International 
Forestry Research (CIFOR), International Federation of Building and Wood Workers (IFBWW), International Tropical Timber 
Organization (ITTO), The World Conservation Union (IUCN), the World Bank, World Wildlife Fund (WWF), Government 
representatives and smallholder forest owners. 
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3. The draft recommendations from this Information Session will be presented to the 15th 
Session of the Commission for endorsement under agenda item 7 “Regional issues identified by 
the Commission for the attention of the Committee on Forestry (COFO)”.  Based on the 
recommendations of the Regional Forestry Commissions (RFCs) and other consultations, the 
Code will be presented to the 18th Session of COFO in March 2007 for adoption. 
 
Objective of the Code 

4. The objective of the Planted Forests Code is to provide an overarching framework of 
principles and ethics to balance the trade offs between the economic, cultural, social and 
environmental dimensions of planted forests in the supply of wood, fibre, non-wood products and 
services, whilst contributing to sustainable forest management and integrated land-use as well as 
improving livelihoods. 

5. The Code will be a voluntary instrument tailored primarily to Governments and investors 
(public and private sector), policy makers and planners. The scope of the Code will include the 
planted component of semi-natural forests and plantation forests, as well as the full spectrum of 
planning, management and monitoring activities for both productive and protective functions. 
Resources to prepare the Code include international, regional and national processes and a range 
of existing codes and guidelines prepared by FAO, ITTO, CIFOR, WWF, IUCN, certification 
schemes (Forest Stewardship Council (FSC); Programme for the Endorsement of Forest 
Certification schemes (PEFC);  Sustainable Forest Initiative (SFI); etc.) and selected countries.  

 

Process for the development and adoption of the Code: 
 

• First task group of collaborating partners met on 20 January 2005, FAO, Rome, to define 
the nature, scope and process for the Code; 

• FAO prepared an annotated outline of the Code and elaborated on this building on the 
existing ethical, international and national framework documents and shared this with 
core group members; 

• Second task group met from 15 to 16 September 2005, FAO, Rome, to review the outline 
and the reference sources and to further refine the scope, beneficiaries and contents of the 
Code; 

• The first draft of the Code was prepared at FAO at the end of November 2005; 

• A multi-stakeholder expert consultation was held from 15 to 16 December 2005, FAO, 
Rome, to review the first draft Code. Representatives of countries in Africa as well as all 
other regions participated in the meeting; 

• FAO, assisted by two consultants, will prepare a second draft of the Code by early 
February, 2006; 

• The second draft will be shared with the expert consultation participants for their 
feedback by the end of February 2006 before being disseminated further; 

• The second draft of the Code will be submitted for consideration by the six FAO Regional 
Forestry Commissions (RFCs), member countries and collaborating partner networks 
between March and November 2006 to encourage country, stakeholder and partner 
feedback;  

• FAO will prepare the revised version of the Code based upon inputs from the RFCs, 
member countries, collaborating partners and the expert group; 
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• The Code will be presented to the 18th Session of the Committee on Forestry, March 
2007, for adoption and recommendations on the application and capacity building by 
RFCs and member countries;  

• The final version of the Code will be published and disseminated in hard copy, CD and on 
the FAO website; and  

• FAO, in collaboration with partners, will conduct regional and national training 
workshops to introduce the Code and strengthen capacity for implementation – translating 
principles into policy, legal, regulatory and institutional frameworks.  

 
Contact person: Jim Carle, Senior Forestry Officer, FAO Forestry Department, Rome 


