
 

 

 

 

 

 
Timor-Leste Country Statement 

36th The Regional Conference for Asia and the Pacific 
Dhaka, Bangladesh, 9 to 11 March 2022 

 

Distinguish guest  

Ladies and gentlemen 

 

It is my honor to represent the government of Timor-Leste in today’s the 36th the 

Regional Conference for Asia and the Pacific and to reaffirm our commitment in 

contributing to the global actions in combating hunger, maintain food security and 

reduce poverty.  

 

Timor-Leste is a small island country with today population is close to 1.3 million and 

the majority lives in rural areas and depends on agriculture and forests for their 

economic base.  

According to the Timor-Leste Agriculture Census (2019), those 141,141 households 

engaging in agriculture sector and it makes agriculture sector continue to be the second 

largest single sector in the Timor-Leste economy after the mining and tourism sector.  

Distinguish Guest Ladies and gentlemen 

As one of newest country and the least developed countries, Timor-Leste has faced 

multidimensional challenges on land use management, including deforestation, land 

degradation and poverty.  

Forest cover has steadily declined since the 1970s and the current deforestation rate is 

thought to be about 1.7% per annum.  

Distinguish Guest Ladies and gentlemen 

In the past five-year, Timor-Leste continue experienced increased incidence of a 

number of diseases in animal, human and plant. Timor-Leste facing the problem of 

African Swine Flu in 2020 that almost wipeout all the pig population in Timor-Leste 

and Covid-19 Pandemic prejudice the normal lives and the attack of fall army worm on 

corn and other crops that lead to failed production in the country. 

 

 

Cabinet of the Minister 



According to the Human Development Report (2018), Timor-Leste has significant 

number of the youngest population in Asia and Pacific region, with a median age of 

17.4 years. The population below age 35 accounts for 74 percent of the total population. 

A benefit of this is the wonderful energy and creativity of youth who will build Timor-

Leste future. Each year, large numbers of students finish their high school and university 

studies, and the question remains as how to prepare them for jobs. Many of them have 

no interest in the agricultural sector and moved from rural areas to the city to look for 

work and leaving their elders in the rural areas to continue to produce food for the 

population.  

Distinguish Guest Ladies and gentlemen 

In order to guide the interventions in the agricultural sector over the next five years, the 

Ministry of Agriculture and Fishery has established its Strategic Plan (2021-2025) 

which lays out four mutually-reinforcing strategic objectives (1) to sustainably increase 

the production and productivity of the food crops’, livestock, fisheries’, forestry and 

industrial crops’ sub-sectors (2) to improve value addition and access to domestic and 

export markets (3) to enhance sustainable natural resources management, utilization and 

conservation and (4) to enhance good governance and institutional management across 

the agriculture sector. 

The Strategic Development Plan of Timor-Leste highly recommended sustainable 

agriculture and natural resources management in the rural areas of the country to 

generate income and create employment for the youths.  

As part of my intervention today, on behalf of the government of Timor-Leste, I 

would like to request to level up the FAO office in Timor-Leste to a fully Fledged 

representation office   

During the country consultation meeting in Dili, on 18 February 2022, it is a national 

consensus that the government of Timor-Leste will further strengthen the collaboration 

with FAO in the area of policy, research and extension which promote climate-resilient 

agri-food System, One Health system and inclusive agriculture value-chain. We look 

forward to continue learn and share with all of you – FAO member countries in this 

region. 

In conclusion, I would like to call for continued efforts and collective actions to address 

hunger, food insecurity and reduce poverty in our region through better collaboration, 

learning and sharing among all countries of this region.  

Thank you! 

 


