





5.Is there an impact on trade?

Exports of crops that are host plants for FAW from
African countries with confirmed presence of FAW will
come under new scrutiny from importing countries
that haven’t reported FAW.

6. What can be done (by extension, agriculture
department, the farmers etc.)?

There are many experiences and recommendations
formanaging FAW from the Americas. African farmers
will need access to information and resources to
sustainably manage FAW.

7. What alternative crops can farmers
be advised to grow?

Maize is the crop most infested now in Africa. As
a staple crop, it is unlikely that farmers and their
families will want to abandon maize. There are ways
of managing FAW in maize, as demonstrated in the
Americas.

8. What products can be used to control FAW,
and when and how should they be applied?
FAO is working with member countries from around the world to determine the recommendations

for farmers’ actions, including pesticides that are effective, yet with low risks to humans and the
environment. These recommendations are made nationally.

9. Can FAW be eradicated from Africa?

Unfortunately no. The adult female moth of the armyworm is a strong flyer and has rapidly spread
across Africa, infesting crops (maize has been the most important to date) in probably millions of
hectares of crops. It is far too widespread and numerous to be eliminated.

10. If the FAW is native to the Americas, aren’t there experiences
and practices that can be applied in Africa?

Definitely. There is a wealth of management experience and research from the Americas that can
be shared and tried in Africa. FAO is actively promoting South-South Cooperation to bring this
experience and knowledge to Africa.

11. What pesticides should be used to control FAW?

Pesticides may be needed to control FAW locally. The most effective, lowest-risk, economical,
accessible and easily used by smallholders (without sophisticated machinery) need to be determined
within each country and across the continent. It’s not just a question of the most effective pesticide
in a research station, the specific recommendations (active ingredient, formulation, type and timing
of application), and their costs and benefits to smallholder farmers must be determined.






