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WE KNOW THAT: 

• people living with HIV deserve 
to be treated with respect and 
dignity

• the UN system prohibits 
discrimination against 
personnel living with HIV

• each of us has a role to play in 
ensuring that the UN workplace 
is fair, equitable and respectful. 
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I know that the response to AIDS plays a role in the official work of the UN system,  

but what does the workplace have to do with it? 
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A mid-term evaluation report 
of the UN Learning Strategy 
on HIV/AIDS indicates slow 

but steady progress regarding 
employee attitudes 

and learning about HIV. 

Talking about HIV 
can help make it less frightening, 

so that those of us who are
 living with HIV will feel free 

to be more open 
about the issue. 
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UN Cares Services Directory on HIV 
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The Secretary-General  

has made UN Cares a priority

...stating his determination “to make the UN 
a model of how the workplace should respond 
to HIV.” Success will depend on the leader-
ship and action of all UN organizations and 
personnel.

“ In every country the UN system commu-
nity has the potential, as individuals, families, 
leaders in our communities to be a powerful 
reinforcing force to the work we are mandated 
to do for society. In fact we have a special 
obligation to ‘practise what we preach.’… 
UN Cares… represents an important and even 
pioneering step emblematic of the type of 
initiative that helps propel our UN Reform 
process.” 

– HENRY JACKELEN, 
UN Resident Coordinator, Paraguay 
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What is the UN system doing to promote a fair, equitable and respectful workplace? 
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Your password for 
the Services Directory on HIV 
is your continent in lower case:

africa
asia 

central america
eurasia 
europe

north america
south america

69Chapter 4: Contribute to a UN that Cares



What are considered stigma and discrimination in the workplace?
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Examples of discrimination in the workplace and how it affects us all
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Creating a supportive workplace environment
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Stigmatizing people 
and discriminating against them 

breach their fundamental 
human rights.

It is important that we accept, 
and try to learn from, 

our fellow UN personnel 
who have different personal 

and cultural backgrounds.
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If I experience discrimination in the workplace, what should I do?
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What is homophobia and how does it contribute to HIV-related stigma and discrimination? 
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 “ I have discovered 
that all sorts of discrimination 

happens, everywhere and all the 
time, even within the United Nations, 
and this is why I think that UN Plus 
is an extremely valuable group that 
can really make a difference for its 

members, and hopefully 
also for others.” 

- YANN SIEGENTHALER, 
co-founder of the vision of UN Plus

72 LIVING IN A WORLD WTH HIV



&
���$�����
���$
��
�� 
�� $��
� � �� ��
�
��"� �
�""�� �� ��� �
������� ���$����� 
������� ������
���
��������
�����"������B>>D����!������
���=>�,��������������!��
��/�
����1��
������
�
��"
0������#
������"�����#��'�����������������"��	��
���
���
���
���""��$�����
� �����"������!�
����������� ��
���	�
������
���"� �"�$���
�
�����
�
��
������
�$���"������$��
�
������&
����
�����'��"����������
""� �"�
�
�� "��� 
���
 ������
���$����� !���� ���� �
���	� �!���� !���
� �$��$"�� ���

��� �
�
�� ��'��"
��	����
� �
�
���"
���
��
�������'��"�$�������

$�����	���$��
�""��
���
��������!������
��!����$�������
��	�"���
� �
����
�
��
��
� �����!����'�
����������&
����$��$"���������"
����$��"�������
��"�����
�
����'��"
��	��
��
�
����!�����
�!���
���������� ����"����
�����	����
��
�
���"�����������!��
����������������$������
���
����
����!���!�����!� �
���� ��
��������.��������
����
 
������"���+
���!���	� �
������
�
��"
0��
����!�
����#��'���"��
���

$�������
������
���
����!��
�"������ �
������'��"��
���
�
���
��������������"
����
���!���������"����$���
��������������������!���$�� �����������������
�

���
����������$�����

������
�
��	�����
��!��.����"���
�����������$����'������
���
�
������ �
���������
��
������'��
�
����	�
������
�� 
� "���""���
����
���������!�����
�!���
���
���
����$���������
�������'��"�
�����������

What can we, as personnel of the UN system, do to eliminate HIV-related stigma and 

discrimination in the workplace? 
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“ I’ve noticed that,
 if I am in hospital or go to the dentist 
or anything, being HIV-positive, I am 
always, always the last in surgery...

That’s one thing with this virus that’s 
really affected me, that [I’m] always last 
for all [my] appointments, being treated 
differently in the hospital... It feels like 

you have to educate them, 
 rather than them being there 

to look after you.” 

73Chapter 4: Contribute to a UN that Cares



• &�����������
����������/1�7��������/1�5"���$
��
• �
�$"����������
������������������
• 5���
�
$����
���������
�����$�������������
• L���������������������������������������
���
������&��"��������������;����������
• ��"������������"���"����������
����� ��
0��
���
• Q��$�
�!��������������������
�!���������!�
���������"����������

�What impact does stigma and discrimination have on the spread of HIV? 
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If you are a supervisor... 

you should complete the supervisor’s module 
in the e-course Building our Professional 
Capacity to Address HIV. You can get a 
CD-ROM copy of this e-course from your local 
UN Cares/Learning Facilitators. It is also 
available online at www.unaids.org/ecourse. A 
module for those working on human resource 
issues is available on the same CD-ROM and 
web site.  
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Each of us 
has an important role 

to play in eliminating HIV-related 
stigma and discrimination 

from the UN system workplace. 

Regardless of HIV status, 
we as people all have the same needs 

and the same rights 
to love and relationships. 

75Chapter 4: Contribute to a UN that Cares



Working in a world with HIV 
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“ They should continue 
this [UN Cares] programme, 

because as they enlighten us, 
we enlighten the societies 

around us.” 

– SUSAN KIMWELE, 
Staff Member, United Nations  

Office at Nairobi
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